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witb respect ta tbe inequities created by tbe enfranchisement
ai Indian wamen. Frarn Hoey's evidence, it wauld seem tbat be
saw tbe Indian Act as an Act wbicb deprived tbe peaple ai
their buman rigbts. I tbink be was periectly rigbt. Nevertbe-
Iess, be believed that, given the existence ai sucb discrimina-
tian, it sbauld be based an blaod quanturn since, as be painted
aut, an Indian cauld bave a wbite mother and a white grand-
mather and stili be legally an Indian. I believe it was called the
dauble mather clause. This question bas disturbed bim, be
said, and be questianed tbe maral autbarity ai Parliarnent ta
deprive persans ai 50 per cent ar mare wbite blood ai their full
rigbts ai Canadian citizensbip. He believed that a fairer
definitian would be "An Indian is a persan witb 50 per cent or
more native or Indian bload".

*(1440)

With respect ta an Indian waman wbo loses ber status
tbraugb rnarrying a non-Indian pursuant ta tbe statute, Mr.
Robert Haey stated tbat a problem occurred wben sbe
returned ta tbe reserve baving been deserted by ber busband ar
imrnediately fallowing ber busband's deatb. Sbe is no longer
an Indian in tbe statutary sense, nar is sbe the respansibility ai
the Indian Afiairs brancb. Indeed, it can be said that the
maney vated for by Parliarnent is voted an tbe distinct under-
standing tbat it is for the weliare ai Indians and cannat be
spent far tbe relief ai wbite citizens. Senatar Fallis, wba
saunds ta me like an intelligent warnan-I see we bave a iew
of ber iallawers in tbe gallery-said, and 1 quote:

Arn 1 correct in understanding from what you said a moment ago that if an
Indian woman marries a white man, she ceases to bc an Indian, yet she is flot a
white woman? If her husband deaerts ber, or dies, she is left deatitute and there la
no one to look after ber? That does flot apply in the case where an Indian marries
a white woman. It seems unjust to the Indian woman who marries a white man
because neither the white people nor the Indians want ber.

Mr. Haey described this as an "awkward prablem" and
went an ta other rnatters. We were still gaing an ta atber
matters until tbe Minister's Bill was tabled today.

Witb respect ta tbe Indian testirnany and representatians
made before tbe carnmittee, almost witbaut exception tbe
Indian bands and associatians called far tbe abalitian ai
involuntary enirancbisement. Representation ai sucb senti-
ment carnes iram tbe subrnissian ai tbe Indian Association ai
Alberta ta tbe jaint cammittee, and I quate:

When the treatiea were signed, the white man was content to leave it entirely
to the discretion of the Indian chiefs and their councillors to determine who was
to enjoy the treaty rights. It is neceaaary tbat those matters be determined by
Indians themacives according to the customs and traditions of Indian bands.

Tbe Native Brotberbaod ai British Columbia stated tbat a
warnan wbo last ber status tbrougb marriage, or was deserted
or widawed, sbould be allawed ta rejoin ber band witb ber
children. This Bill reverses a very seriaus blot an Canada's
international buman rigbts recard-wbicb was alluded ta
earlier-brought by tbe Sandra Lovelace case ta tbe United
Nations, and takes tbe necessary steps in restaring status ta
tbe Indian wamen wbo bast thern as a result ai Section
12(l)(b). It wipes out tbe concept ai enirancbisernent farever.
It ends sexist discrimination, for tbe rnast part. But no legisia-
tive action, Mr. Speaker, can replace tbe ernational hardship
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and the loss af dignity and identity wbicb resulted from
enfranchisement.

1 received representatians from many Indian graups, bath
men and wornen. 1 listened ta what they had ta say and was
deeply moved by rnucb of the bardship and beartache wbich
they bave lived througb over the past many years. My mernory
goes back ta the early 1970s, ta the key raie played in bringing
this issue, which was a non-issue, far tbe rnast part, ta the fare
by tbe late Senatar Therese Casgrain-and 1 pay ber due
barnage taday-and by Mary Twa-Axe Early, wha shauld be
named a senatar, in rny view. 1 anly regret that Madam
Casgrain did nat live ta see ane af ber majar causes an flagrant
discrirninatian against wamen wiped aff the statute baak. 1
rejaice witb ail ai tbase Indian warnen leaders wba must
cansider today a victary, even tbaugb imperfect.

1 applaud tbe Minister's action in repealing Sectian
12(l)(b) but 1 cannat support bis restaratian af status ta the
wamen but nat ta tbeir cbildren. His effart ta restare Indian
identity is samewbat negated by bis potential divisian af the
farnily.

Let us laok far a marnent at the 1981 statistics an native
warnen. Accarding ta tbe census tbere are 248,815 native
wamen in Canada, ai wbicb 70 per cent are under 30 years ai
age. Tbat is campared ta 50 per cent far tbe nan-native female
populatian. 1 arn sure tbat tbe Minister is aware ai thase
figures. Perbaps tbe rnast important abservatian is the bigh
praportion ai single parent farnilies headed by native wamen.
Specifically, 17 per cent af native farnilies fail inta this catega-
ry as apposed ta just aver 9 per cent ai nan-native families. It
is this graup wbicb is rnast Iikely ta wisb ta return ta the
reserve wbere tbey cauld get support irarn ather iamily
nernbers and tbe cammunity as a wbale. Tbe rigbt ai those

cbildren ta return bas been remaved, Ieaving tbat decisian in
tbe bands ai tbe band, as 1 understand it. If 1 arn incarrect, 1
bape 1 wilI be corrected because 1 cansîder that matter ta be
very seriaus.

Tbe Minister bas nat really perrnitted, as 1 understand it,
the reintegratian inta tbe Indian culture and identity far this
particular graup af cbildren except upon request by tbase
cbildren ta the band and upan the band's decisian ta accept
tbeir request. Na warnan cauld really cansider gaing back ta
ber reserve witbaut ber cbildren. Tbis graup is rnast likely ta
wisb ta return ta tbe reserve. If I bave nat explained my
concern in tbe iullest sense ai the ward, I wauld like ta knaw
about it.

I natice the Minister's cancern abaut tbe existing levels ai
sacial services an tbe reserves wbicb be described as "appalling
and inieriar". I arn bapeful tbat tbe vigaraus and effective
measures wbicb the Minister enunciated ta iree up funds will
result in tbe situatian being cleared up and we wîll see seriaus
improvernent ai a substantive natÙre.

The Minister's proposais da ga a lang way ta remaving the
discrirninatary sectians ai the Indian Act. Hawever, 1 wanted
ta ask tbe Minister if be bas not now created three categaries
ai Indians; tbose wba live on the reserve, thase wba cbaase ta
live ail tbe reserve and tbase wba bave status but may want ta
live an tbe reserve. In tbe past tbis bas been a relatively small
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