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growing of sugar beets particlarly in mind.
About 14,000 acres of irrigated land will pro-
vide enough sugar beets for one year's run of
a factory. It will be seen, therefore, that the
prairie f arm rehabilitation projects are rapidly
reaching a size where they can support sugar
beet factories.

I should like to draw to the attention of
the committoe in as short a time as possible
what 1 consider to be an important matter
which bas been overlooked in Canada's de-
velopment. There has been toc, great a tend-
ency to look upon the sugar beet industry with
scorn and contempt as being- a matter of
littie concern. In developing irrigated lands
the farmers are confronted with the problem.
of cleaning their land. They must have some-
thing to take the place of the summer fallow,
and tbey might well be at a loss to know
what crop to use. For example, in the Enchant
ares the farmers could raise corn to good
advantage if they had a cash market, or if
there were a suitable processing plant. How-
ever, it migbt be rather difficuit to establish
one in that ares. The farmers migbt raise
sunfiowers if a profit could ho made in con-
verting them into ensilage. I{owever, there
is no possible profit, as they cannot sell to
advantage the ultimate products of butter,
milk and cream. There is goin-g to be con-
siderable difflculty as we go forward with these
irrigation projects. I speak from considerable
experience because we have had irrigation
farming in my constituency for some time.
There are four distinct irrigation projects, in
whole or in part, in my constituency whicb
have heen in. operation more or less since
1902. The resuit is that there is ta be found
in that area, an accumulated store of wisdom of
wbich I wish the minister to have the benefit.
I am particularly concerned about this be-
cause it was reported to me last year that a
commitment had been made by the dominion
government to the effeet that it would not
encourage further the development of sugar
beet growing in Canada.

Mr. GARDINER: I do not know anytbing
of that.

Mr. BLACKMORE: Let me quote from a
statemýent made by the Canadian representa-
tive at the London sugar conference, held in
May, 1937. He is reported as saying:

At the same tîme the government of Canada
reiterate the assurance already given that they
do not propose to stimulate the production of
sugar in Canada during the term of this agree-
ment by subsidy, increased protection, special
remission of taxes or by any other similar
measure.

Mr. GARDINER: That is a little different.
I do not kn*ow of any hranch of agriculture
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that is stimulated by those methods. There
is just s possihility that it might be a mistake
to start in to stimulate thc sugar beet industry
by paying bonuses or doing other tbings of
that kind. Making it possible for people to
grow sugar boots in irrigated areas is a dlifferent
matter.

Mr. BLACKMORE: I am glad to have
the minister's statoment on that because it
indicates that he is rather in sympathy with
the development of the beet sugar industry,
which is of great importance to western Can-
ada. When you rermember that there bas al-
ready heen expended in Alberta in irrigation
projects 335,000,000, and that the soil and
climate of that province is particularly adaptod
to the production of sugar. and that this
industry has beon singularly successful in
Alberta for years, you can realize that it is
an indîî'try whicb ougbt not to he disparaged.

To bc v'ery brief, this ycar, for oxample,
thore was produced in the harvcsted &ugar
beot area where the two beet sugar factories
are located in my constituency 3.813 pounds
of refined sugar per acre. AlI one bas to do to
realize the volume of that production is to
imagine thirty sacks of sugar piled on this
floor, and remember that that was produced
froma one acre. It shows the tremendous
potentialitios of production from irrigated
land in raising sugar beets. There was a groas
return of $155 per acre. $77.50 of which went
to the farmor and $77.50 to the manufacturer,
$25 going to labour. That indicates how im-
portant and how deserving of serious considera-
tion this industry is.

I notice the Minister of Labour bas been
following witb close attention. and 1 am sure
ho will be -deeply interosted wben 1 again
bring to bis notice the fact that one sugar
faotory in my constitutency with a slicing
capacity per day of 1,200 tons will support,
according to United States figures, ton tbousand
people. These people are not al. of course,
directly engaged in raising or procossing sugar
beets, but in the allied industries as well, in
the production of coal and coke. sacks and
a great number of other things used in the
production of sugar. Some are engaged on
the railways and others in other transporta-
tion activities as a resuit of this sugar pro-
duction.

I know we are aIl anxious to get the busi-
ness of the session closed so I shaîl just eay
in conclusion that thero is a great possibility
in Canada for the development of the sugar
industry. The sugar industry is flot hy any
means the ton-cent affair which a number of
people have been for some reason or other con-
sidering it. It is. on the contrary. a going
concerfi. It bas already proven itself beyond


