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ter of barter; and yet each nmerchant is
require-d to kee.p an account of the namie
of evory farmer, or every person, froen
whom he 'buys agricultural products, such
as butter, cheese, eggs, pork, hay, oats, po-
tatoes;1 and lie must also furnish the post
office address of the seller, stato whethor
marr'od or single, and givo the price paid-
detailýs sucli as no ordinary retail merchant
keeps. Yet ho is threatened with ail kinds
of pains and penalties if ho does lo-t comply
with the regulations and send in a report
containing the desired information. What
is the result? The country merchants,
through a dread of being fined, mnake out
bogus reports-they cannot do otherwise.
It is alleged that these reports are d;esired
for the purpose of chocking up the transac-
tions of the farmers, to see if they are mak-
ing proper returns and whethýer or flot they
are liable for income tax. Some merchants
have refused to make such reports and in
consequence have been threatened with dire
penalties. A number of farmers, have also
refused to do as requested; the reports, de-
manded are so complex in character that
it would really require a fairly proficient
accountant to draw them up in such a way
as to satisfy the taxation officer. I arn con-
vin-ced, Sir, that fifty per cent. of the addi-
tional taxes raised in thi's way woulid not
be sufficlent to pay the salaries of the mon
and woen en.gaged in this inquisitorial
work. It is, in my opinion, the most ex-
pensive method of raising revenue that
could lie devised.

Seeing that I have condemned the pro-
sent method, it is only fair that I should
lie asked to suggest a botter plan than now
exists., I will do so willingly; I suggest
to the Finance Minister that lie increase
the Sales Tax.

Some Hon. MEMBERS: No.

Mr. HUGHES: I say, yes. The people
of Canada have to raise a large revenue,
and there is no question but that the
simplest and most inexpensive way of doing
so is through the medium of the Sales Tax.
Considerable revenue is now derived fromn
that form of taxation and it could lie
doubled without adding one dollar to, the
cost of collection. It is an easy mattor
for wliolesale mien to keep account of their
turnover; they are doing it now and mak-
ing returns to the Government of their
sales, on which the tax is levied. It is a
very easy niattor to extend that system,
because there would net be any book-keeping
difficulties or any additional exponso to, the

15à

country involved. In any event, such a
plan would lie infinitely better than the
present inquisitorial xnethod of tryîng to
get the farmers to make a return as to
everything they produce and consume.

The other day an lion. member referred
to the question of daylight saving, and I
notice that there is a query on the order
paper with respect to, it. It seema to me
that a dayliglit saving law is a very un-
wiso thing. There is nothing to preveat
persons. in an.7 part of the country froni
retiring and getting up an hour earlier,
but why change the liands of the dlock,

why pretend that it is seven
5 p.m. o'clock in the niorniag whea wo

know it is only six, or that it
is six o'clock in the evening whon we know
it is only five? Sucli a procedure seems
quito chi'ldis-h. Tn the country districts
the day's work is not mucli more than
haîf done at five o'clock; there is still a
great deal of labour to be performed aftor
that heur. Young men and young womnn
in the country rend or hear about the hours
followed in the cities; they hear of men
going fishing or shooting, goîng away to
onjoy themselves in some way early in the
afternoon when the sun is still high in the
heavens, while they have to work liard. It
inakes them very mucli dissatisfied with
their lot in life. Tliey mako up their
niinds to leave the farms, just as soon
as they can get away from them. It is
not a big question, but it is one of' the
things that inake the young mnen and wo-
men in this country dissatisfied witli fanm
life. It seems to lie a foolish thing. Ia
the province £rom which 1 come, conditions
are sucli that I believe 25 per cent of the
maIe population wish to beave tlie farms
and to go to work for the Government,
particularly to get into tlie railway service
wliere eight hours constitute a day's work,
and wliere, if you work for five or ton
minutes after that, you get paid for an
hour and a haîf, the wages being at the
rate of tîmo and a half for overtime.
Young stationmasters along the lino of
railways in tlie country places beave their
offices at three or four opclock in the after-
noon; their day's work is done, and they
go away in their automobiles for a ride
through the country. Evéry farm boy sees
thom, and ho decides that, at some tume or
another, ho is going to be a station mas-
ter; ho is going to, get into the railway
service; lie is going to got tinie and a haIt
wlien ho works for a f ew minutes after
hours. Those are the conditions that are
making if e on the farm difficult and dis-


