133 |AUGUST 25, 1896] 134

mouthpiece and exponent to-night. Ap-‘ which he had not read when he made the
parently the business community have morefl quotation. And I may observe that in read-
confidence than the hon. gentleman has in | ing a quotation from a scrap-book, it is a
the present Government, and are well con-|dangerous thing to take a chance sentence
tent to wait the reasonable leisure of this | out of an article without knowing what that
Government in dealing with this question. article is about, or without looking at the

Now, Sir, to return for one moment to my
hon. friend the leader of the Opposition.!
That hon. gentleman. as I have stated on|
many occasions, is a bold man, a very bold.
man., but I do not think he ever gave this:
House. or he ever gave the country, a great-
er specimen of his magnificent audacity than
when he rose last night and solemnly
claimed David A. Wells as an advocate of
the fiscal policy which he and his friends
introduced into Canada. Sir. I will recall
his statement. He declared that under the

context. Now, I will tell the hon. gentleman
what Mr. Wells was talking about, and
what he was driving at. Here is the next
preceding sentence used by Mr. Wells :

| In the first place the immediate and principal
| cause——

gOt the troubles in the United States, that is.
! —was beyond all question a distrust of the very
: foundation on which the whole superstructure
i of trade and credit of the country rests, namely,
i its currency.

wgis of the National Policy, Canada had |

passed  successfully and

his words arighi—which had tested the in-

stitutions of the United States to their very
foundation : and he appealed to David A..
Wells to testify to the truth of his state-.
nment, and most certainly, by inference, if-
not in so many words, did he allege that
David A. Wells had declared in an article.
in the “Forum” that it was to its fiscal:
policy. to its National Policy, that Canala;
owed its exemption from this catastrophe.

which ov.ertook the TUnited States.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER.
hon. gentleman will allow me to correct
him.

Canada owed to the National Policy the

position which Mr. Wells had so favourably
contrasted with that of the United States,

and I gave Mr. Wells’s statement in his own
words, as taken from the * Forum.”

The MINISTER OF TRADE AND COM-!

MERCE. Exactly, as applied to the National
Policy.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. No, no; I did
pot say that Mr. Wells had any reference'

whatever to the National Policy. but I said
that under the sgis of the National Policy

the condition of Canada was such as to draw
the folilowing contrast from an eminent sta-:

tistician in the United States, and I gave
his words.

The MINISTER OF TRADE AND COM-
MERCE. And implied, if words mean any-
thing, that David A. Wells was his witness, -
and an advocate of the National Policy:

which had brought about these results.
Sir CHARLES TUPPER. Not at all.

The MINISTER OF TRADE AND COM-
MERCE. If the hon. gentleman did not
mean that, his quotation was utterly point-

triumphantly
throngh a cyclone of disaster—if I recollect:

Perhaps the.

He is entirely misstating what oc-.
curred. I stated the opinion I held that:

What Mr. Wells referred to was the superi-
ority of the Canadian banking system over
that of the United States. That is what
the sentence which is quoted from Mr. Wells
means, that and nothing else. He will see
that Mr. Wells condemns in the same man-
ner that I have condemned, the ignorance
of political economy which led the American
people to imagine that they could make
themselves rich by doubling and trebling
their taxes.

However, Sir, it is not with Mr. Wells. or
. with any misquotations of Mr. Wells, that I
‘desired more particularly to deal. I think
those in this House. and they are many,
.who have perused Mr. Wells’s works and
treatises, know perfectly well that the last
. thing he is likely to say is to praise the
protective system of Canada. unless, per-
. adventure, he might say that the system of
_his own country was a trifle worse. which it
' is theoretically, although the hon. gentleman
 and his friends will do well to bear in mind
that while the United States may have, as
to other nations, a higher tariff than our-
selves, they have within themselves a thing
. which modifies its evil influences enormous-
ly. and that is the most perfect system of
. free trade among the numerous states which
s compose that nation. which exists on the face
-of the earth. But, Sir, as I said. this was
not after a2ll the worst of the ¢rimes which
the hon. gentleman has laid to the charge of
my heon. friend beside me. Nir, what is the
Prime Minister’s chiefest fault, and chiefest
crime ? What is that offence he has com-
mitted for which, according to the hon.
member for York, there can be no forgive-
.ness and no redemption in this world, nor
iyet in that which is to come ? Why, Sir,
- I shudder to say it, the Prime Minister of
‘Canada has dared to state that he for his
. part felt sincere good-will towards the peo-
i ple of the United States. He has further
- dared—treasonably, apparently, according to

less. Sir, the fact of the matter, I suspect,. the hon. member for York—he has dared
is this, that twenty-four hours have elapsed  treasonably to hint at a policy which might,
since, and probably the hon. gentleman,:if carried out to a successful completion,
seeing 1 had sent for the *“ Forum,” has: bring great benefit to a great number of the
taken the trouble to look up the article 1 people of both countries. Sir, these are the
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