SCHEDULE “D.”

s BRITISH PREFERENTIAL TARIFF,

On articles the growth, produce or manufacture
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire-
Iand, or of any British colony or possession en-
titled to the benefits of this preferential tariit

under section sevenieen, the duties mentioned in :

Schedule '* A" shall be reduced as follows :—-The
reduction shall be one-fourth of the duty men-
tioned in Schedule ** A,”’ and the duty to be
levied, collected and paid shall be three-fourths
of the duty mentioned in Schedule “ A.”

Provided, however, that this reduction shall not
apply te any of the following articles, and that
such articles shall in all cases be subject to the
duti=s mentioned in Schedule ** A,” viz. :—wines,
malt liquors, spirits, spirituous liquors, liquid
medicines and articles containing alcohol ;
baceon. cigars and cigarettes.

Provided further, that the reduction shall only

apply to refined sugar when evidence satisfactory
to the Minister of Customs is furnished that such
refinad su<ar has been manufactured wholly from
raw sugar produced in the British colonies or
POSsessions.
That is to say, that inasmuch as we would
not admit foreign sugar in its raw state un-
der our preferential tariff, we will not admit
the refined sugar made from that raw sugar;
but if any sugar is refined in countries en-
titled to the benefit of this preference, from
sugar grown not only in the West Indies,
but anywhere in the British possessions,
that refined sugar shall be admitted into
Capada on the terms of the preferential
tariff.

As we look back, Mr. Speaker, on the
events of the past year, we have much cause
for gratification, and when we turn to the
future we find it bright and encouraging.
The signs that meet us everywhere in Can-
ada are those of peace, progress and pros-
perity. The one question which seriously
threatened the harmony of our people and
the good-will which should prevail between
our citizens of different creeds—a question
whichh a few months ago was a burning one
and a cause of great anxiety—has been so
happily settled that now it is scarcely men-
tioned. At no time in the history of the Do-
minion have the people been more united,
more harmonious, and more hopeful and
confident respecting the future of our coun-

~try. In the centires of manufactures, trade

and commerce, there is an activity which
tells of confidence in the present and in the
future. The great agricultural interests,
which are the foundation of our country’s
prosperity, are on a better footing than for
many years past. Encouraged to produce
not only for the home markets but for the
markets of the world, our farmers every-

where are applying themselves to their

work with intelligence and skill. The ships
which have come to our seaports during the
past year, are Insufficient to carry the
Increasing volume of commerce, and the
shipwrights of the world are busy in con-
struci’'ag new vessels for this trade. QOur
long delayed canal eniargements are being
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‘ pressed forward to early completion, and
i give promise of affording increased facili-
i ties for the transportaticn of the produets
cof the great west to our shipping ports.
 Railway enterprises east and west are ac-
i tively assisting in the gcod work. The fish-
‘ermen of our Atlantic and Pacific coasts
; continue to reap the rich harvest of the sea.
In all directions we find an extraordinary
- development of the mineral wealth of the
i Dominion. The powerful magnet of gold,
i which is found in several quarters of the
! Dominion, is doing much to attract capital
and population. The new mines in the pro-
vince of Ontario give promise of great ce-
velopment and profit. In the ecast. the miues
;of Nova Scotia, which have been working

i with considerable success for many years,
iare to-day giving most satisfactory results,
rand new discoveries are constantly being
{made. In the west, the province of British
i Columbia is steadily growing in fame as a
;rich mining country. The northern regions
tof our Dominion, which were long regarded
ras of little value, have become sources of
i boundless wealth. A few years ago, as I
| sat at the breakfast table in a Paris hotel, I
i was addressed by a neighbour, of whose na-
| tionality there could be no doubt. * Sir,” he
‘said, ‘“ from what part of our little Republic
tmnight you be ?” 1 answered that I was
i not from his * little Republic ” but from the
greater one to the north. My friend was
i puzzled for a moment, and I bad to remind
| him that the greater part of the North Am-
ierican Continent did not belong to his * lit-
{tle Republie,” but was under tlie British
flag. “Well, sir,” he said triomphantly,
l“we do not claim to own the ice house.”
These great northern regions, which my
American friend described so contemptu-
ously as * the ice house.” are to-day counted
among the famous lands of the world. The
“Yukon” and * Klondike ” are world-wide
names, and the land through which these
rivers run is attiracting to itself many thou-
sands of people from the great ccntres of
civilization. In nearly every department of
industry in Canada there is activity and
confidence.

We are not foolish emough to claim
that all this has been brought about
by our policy, although we are well aware.
that if the results had been the re-
verse, the blame, justly or unjustly, would
have rested upon our shouiders. We arve
well aware, and we gratefully recognize the
fact, that the prosperity that has come to
Canada is due to the liberality of a kind
Providenee in giving us a bountiful harvest,
One thing we do claim, and all we claim,
as respects our poliey, is that so far as legis-
latlve measures may help to encourage and
strengthen a people, such has been the re-
suit of the action we have taken. Agsainst
the representations of our opponents we
place the record of the past year, ard the
jadgment of the Empire at large. . Never
was a tariff pelicy submitted to Parliament,




