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so great was their anxlety to obtain power,
that they became more reckless in their
pledges, more profuse in the promises on
each succeeding occasion they appeared be-
fore the electors, and now tbat their chick-
ens are coming home to roost the so-called
temperance men on their aide of the House
are put up to whitewash the Government
axnd condone their actions, while throwing
this sop to the temperance people to try
and ally their restlessness and irritability
caused by the hyprocrisy of their own poli-
tical leaders. This resolution only provides
for the prohibition of the sale of intoxicating

vince of Quebec. Hon. gentlemen of the
Opposition, In so many words, assert that
the Government Is bound to carry out prohi-
bition, but at the same time there Is a mental
reservation that so far as the province of
Quebec is concerned at all events, and Indeed
so far as the Dominion Is concerned, prohibi-
tion would be clearly Inoperative, because It
has not public sentiment behind k. I want
to call you attention, Mr. Speaker, to one or
two points wherein I think the Governmenz
Is justified in the action It has taken. We
look upon the province of On'tario as being
the banner province so far as prohibition

liquors lu any province, and does not legi<,3 1 sentiment is cOerned, and we regard the
late agalnst the manufacture and imiporta- vote in the province of Ontar£o und thePSen-
tion, as the Plebiscite Bil 'which was sub- timent in the province na'med, as justify-
imitted to the people and on which they in1g us to some extent in the stand we take.
voted. provided for. It is therefore only a I believe that au analysis of the vote in the
partial measure, a half-hearted attempt, and province of Ontarlo would convince any rea-
wfll not meet the requirements of the people sonable man, that it would be decidedly Im-
in those provinces that have pronounced inlprudent at the present time to enact a strIct
favour of total prohibition. On the ques- prohibitory law. I represent a county that
tion of the prohibition of the liquor traffle is as strongly prohibitive in its sentiments
lncluding the importation, manufacture and as any county in the province of Ontario.
sale I voted l the affirmative and pledged, The bon. member for Lisgar (Mr. Richard-.
myself to support such a measure If in- son) sa.id that he was pledged to bis people,
troduced in this House to apply to the whole and that bis people had voted so Iargely in
Dominion. I have always felt that the Gov- favour of prohibition that he felt it ineum-
ernment were Insincere on this question, bent upon him, ln harmony with their votes,
that they were merely utiilizing It for party to vote for prohibition. The same reason
purposes. that they never seriously contem- would impel me to vote for prohibition,
plated its adoption, and events have fufl' but I do not think it would be a
justified that opinion. I have received no logical course to pursue, simply because
Instructions from any of my constituents to m onst:ituentzS. by a large majority,
support such a resolution as this one intro- voted for the plebiscite. I do not feel bound
duced by the member for Yarmouth. no| to do so unless the other conditions existing
temperance organization in my constituency. were such as would justify me in beieving
so far as I am aware have endorsed It. and 'that prohibition could be enforced. In the
as I belleve i t is merely meant to remove province of Ontarlo there are ninety consti-
the responsibility from the shoulders of the tuencies, and out of these ninety, ln nineteen
men now in power and not for the purpose the percentage of the total vote polled was
'of furthering the temperance cause I mean slightly more thon one-half the votes on tbe
to oppose It. list. In sixty of the constituencles, the per-

ceetagre of the votes polled was less than
Mr. ROBERT HOLMES (West Huron). half the votes on the list. In six constitu-
fr. Speaker, It is not because the resolu- encies the percentage of the total vote polled

tion of the hon. member for Yarmouth («fr. was only one-third the total votes on the
FlInt) goes as far as I would like itt to, tbat I list, and that leaves out of the calculation
shall give it my support, but It Is because it the cties which, with one or two exceptions,
seems to me to be the most practicable and were strongly adverse to prohibition. t
feasMble solution of the problem now before hold that there is not a suffielently strong
us. In the brief time at my disposal at this sentiment evinced by these figures to war-
late hour, I think I can show t-bat the action rant the Government in passing a prohibi-
of the Government is Justified under the pre- tory law. It has been stated to-night, and
sent circumstances. I am one of those who relterated tLime and time again. that the
endeavour to look at circumstances as they people expect the Government to introduce a
are, and not as they mlght be. We have no prohibitory law. I do not regard that as the
right to go Ïbehind the vote recorded for ·the fact, and I wish to quote briefly the opinion
province of Quebec any more than tbe people of one or two persons of high standing in
of Quebec have the right 'to go behind the the community, as evidence that the people
vote recorded in the province of Ontaio, and at large do not regard the Government as
[ think we muet look upon the mat'ter just being oalled upon, under the edrcumstances,
as It presents Itself to us here. Et bas been to pass prohibitory legislation. At the re-
Urged to-night as an argument, that if we cent Presbyterlan Assembly the Rev. Mr.
were to reverse the situation the people of Jordan, who ls represented as a Conserva-
the province of Ontario would not be willing tive, eaid :
to be eoerced, as lt ls Claiimed It has been I belleve the Government has done wisely [nattempted to cpe op m e people of the pro- not urging upon Parlament the acceptance of a
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