
COM ONS DEBATES,
Sir R[CHARD CARTWRIGHT. This was introduced

originalfy by tle late Government. We intended; ai the
time, allowing $50, believing there was only 1,000 entitled
to the pension, but it turned out that the air of Canada is Bo
conducive to longerity that there wero 3,000 instead of
1,000 as, according to actuary statistics, we thought there
wonld bo.

Mr.' VAIL. IIow many bave been put on the roli last
year?

Mr. CARON. There have bon few applications.,
Mr. VAIL. It is high time this was stopped. The ex.

Minister of Financehas stated we did not suppose that in the
first instance there would be more than a thousand persons ;'
fbr eight years it bas been now going on, yet the amount is
still 818;000. A man to be entitled to this must be ninety-
years of age, and it is bardly possible there are six or
sevenhintdred people of that ago out of the number engaged
in thewarof 1812.

Mr. CA RON. That is precisely what I told the hon.
gentleman last year, when he came thon to have a few
new names put on the list.

iMr. VAIL. But these men were applicants in 1877, and
if they were entitled to it thon, surely, if living, they would
be entitled to it to-day.

Mri CÂR ON. That is why 1 do not waut to make any
promise. If the bon. gentleman con'iders these two men,
shokId he put on the roll, they will, should proper repre-.
sentation be made, be put on the list.

Mr. PATERSON (Brant). Does the hon. gentleman
give back pay when a claim is ent ertained?

Mr. CARON. No back pay.

Mr. PATERSON. If a claim is valid it should apply to
back years. Because a man did not attend to his claim, he
should not lose the pension he would have got in previous
years had lie attended to it.

Mr. IESSON. The hon. Minister of Militia is quite right
with regurd to placing of new names on the roll. If the
propositiorn of the hon. member for Digby were carried out,
these.gentlemen, no matter how much they might be en-
titled to it. would be ruled out by such a proceeding, and 1
hope the UIinister will not adopt any such bard rule. There
may possibly be some ol genttemen who have no friends
to direcèt their attention to the fact that the Government are
making these annual payments, and it would be unfair that
they should continue to be deprived of them because they
have _Qt been in a position to tako advantage of them. If
the hon. member for Digby were correct, these gentlemen
who were not fortunate enough to have anyone to prosent
their claims, would be deprived. I think probably my hon.
friend from East Elgin is 'presenting a case which is a
deserving one, and I think the Minister thould not be placed
in a position to draw the rule so straight as to prevent his
considering snch a case.

Mr. MILLS. No doubt if any parties, who are entitled
to pensions and have not hitherto applied for them, can
show ihey are entitled to them, they should receive them ;
but the fact that eight years have gone by is ground for a
stro suspi ion that tbey are not entitled to them, and it
will require all the more careful examination in the office
to see that the application is genuine. Seventy years have
genèe esîncd the war of 18t2-15 closed, and the parties
must heav en more than sixt"en years of age at the time,
80 that they must be now nearly ninety years of âge, and it
is rather extraordinary that so large a number, looking at
the Oensus return of our populatior, are still alve. We
must take care that the same condition of things des not
exist bete as exists in the neighbouring Republic, where the
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number of those who have been engaged in the military
service increaios from year to year instoad of diminishing.

54. Compensatioa to pensioners in lieu of land.... $5,120 00
Sir R[CHARD CARTWRIGIIT. What is this about

military asylum pensions, put in on the opposite side of the
page, for the first time ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. That is statutory.
Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGRT. What is the nature of

if ? 1 do not understand it exactly.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONAL). I think that was for hie

Quobec hospital.
Sir RICHARD CAITW RI(flIIfP. What about the super-

annuation allowances ? $10,000 additional are demanded
under the Statute, or supposed to bo. That has increased
tromendously fast undor the hon. gentleman.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. That is statutory.
Sir RICHARD CARTWBIGIIT'. I know, but wo usually

discuss it under the pensions.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALID. Thiat is merely au esti-

mate. That is not a vote ut all.
Mr. PAINT. I thiught, when any hon. menber addressed

the Ministry, he usually stood up to do it.
Sir JOHN A. MIACDONAL D. Oh., no; the hon. ieinber

is the sitting membor.
MIL ITIà.

55. Salarier, military branch and district sta.. $19,800 0)
t6. Brigade Ujors' salaries, transport expenses,

k - .. .... -. • • •• • • •. • • • • - • • ·····.·. ···..·.. . . . . . . 1 7 , 5 0 0 ( 0

Mr. BERGIN. I would ask the Ministerwhetber it is his
intention to increaso the pay of the district st iff? There is a
very general feeling, not only amongst the members of the
active militia, but through the country, that the district
staff is not sufficiently paid, and I must say that I was very
much struck by an article in the Montreal Star, which bas
been copied by most of the papers throughout the country,
and copied approvingly, which points out the very
curious fact that subaltern officers in the new militia sehools
established last year are receiving a salary almost,if not quite
equal tothat of the Deputy Adjutants General, and I. find that
the head of tho A rtilery School, the Inspector of' A rtillery,
receives $1,800, $000) n.ore than the othorp, wi th an allowancti
of $500, the same as the Deputy Adjutants-G-noral receivo.
Now, these officers are, many of them, mon who have seen
service, men who have been wounded in the service of the
country; they are skilful mon, able men, highly educated
mon, thoroughly competent for the positions they oOupy,
and it does scem somewhat anomalous that they should not
receive a'larger salary than that of subaltorn offlicers, mon
who never woro the uniform of ler Majesty until they
wore appointed the other dy. I aRm sure this has beeri
an entire oversight on the part of the Minister, and I feel
quite satisfied that he will be pleased that We havo directed
hie attention to it, for I am quite sure, if ho had ioticad it,
ho would have placed the Deputy Adjutant-Geeral upon
a better footing. The salary that is given to them noir is
the salary that was given to them years ago, and surely,
after such lengthened service, with the oxpoeience they
have had, they ought to get a larger sum than they do now;
and it onght not to be overlooked that these gentlemen
were removed from their homes a couple of years ago, and
ut to a great aditional ex pense, and sorne of them are put

to great expense to kccp their homes in goxd order. so
that they may not go to destruction until tbeir return, not
being able to rent them to advantage. I hope the,.aitor
will give hie attention to this matter.

Er. HALL. I am able to confirm what has beau said in
reference to these officers. The Brigade Major in the dia,
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