
1126 Ways and Means.

but that grave consequences might flow
from our opposition to it-that the true
interests of the Dominion and Empire
demanded our support of the Treaty.
I do not know whether the hon. the
First Minister, whose distinguished
ability we all recognise, knew that the
lion. mnember for Cumberland had made
this statement. Now, is the House, after
these explanations, prepared to approve
of his charge, his caluminous attack on
me? How could he know that if I had
been a Commissioner, instead of Sir A. T.
Galt, the Dominion would only have got
$500,000 instead of $5,500,000 from the
Ainericans? He speaks of it with the
greatest confidence, and said he knew we
would only have got half a million of
dollars if I had -been the Commissioner.
The hon. member for Cumberland (Sir
Charles Tupper) knew nothing of my
services in connection with the Fishery
Commission. Sir A. T. Galt, a cre-
dible witness, a gentleman to whom
he bas referred here in terms
so culogistic, and in which I en-
tirely concur-he had an opportunity
of knowing the value of my services,
whether they were in reality worth any-
thing or not. Had Mr. Ford, the British
agent, an opportunity of knowing
whcther my services were of any value
or not? I think lie had. These are the
two gentlemen J call as witnesses in
contradiction of the statements made by
the hon. member for Cumberland. It
might be considered egotism on mny part,
under ordinary circumstances, to make
reference to this matter, yet I feel, as a
public man, I an justified in refuting
these slanders, and in referring to gentle-
men who know the falsity of the hon.
gentleman's statements. Sir A. T. Galt,
on the 24th November, 1877, the day
after the Commission closed, in writing to
Earl Derby, refers to my services in these
terms :-

" In all the rroceedings, Mr. Ford has been
most ably supported by Mr. Albert J. Smith,
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, who has
constantly attended the Commission, as reDre-
senting the Dominion Government, and of
whom it is difficult for nie to speak in fitting
terms of appreciation.

"As Commissioner, I have had an opportunity
of observing the great value of the services of
these two gentlemen, and I mnst respectfully
bring thein under the notice of lier Majesty's
Government "
This is the testimony of Sir A. T. Galt.

SIR ALBERT J. SMITI.

The hon. gentleman may say that it is of
no value, but I do not think that Sir A.
T. Galt would make a statement like that
unless he believed at al events that there
was some foundation for it. Mr. Ford,
in making his report to the Government,
speaking of me, says :

"But placed, as it bas been my good
fortune to be during the past six months,
in almost daily communication with himu
I cannot refrain from bringing to your
Lordship's notice the great assistance he has
rendered me in the discharge of my duties as
British agent to the Halifax Commission. To
his cordial co-operation in all matters affecting
the interest of tne two countries, and to his un-
caasing exertions in the promotion of our cause,
I mainly ascribe the success that has attended
the enquiry which has just been terminated,
and which has been crowned b y so gratifying a
result."

Now, there is the testimony of these two
gentlemen. One, occupying the position
I did, and feeling deeply mv respon-
sibility to the country, felt naturally a

great anxiety in the success of this case,
and I devoted the best talents I possessed
to the furtherance of the interests of this
country in that connection. I felt it
extremely hard, considering that I never
had any altercation with the bon. gentle-
man, that lie should have made such a
defamatory attack upon me. I felt called
upon to advance this testimony here in
refetation of the slanderous statements
made by the hon. member for Cunberland.
I would not be afraid to appeal to the hon.
the Minister of Justice also. He was in
Halilax during the whole time this en-
quiry took place. I would not be afraid
to appeal to the hon. members trom Hali-
fax, who likewise know something of my
services, in contradiction of the charge
made by the hon. member for Cumber-
land, if it were necessary to do so. At
Moncton, the hon. member for Cumber-
land told the people that .he would look
after tlieir interests, and be their friend,
and that I had been direlict in my
auty to my constituents. It is well-
known that Moncton is the great centre
of the Intercolonial Railway system,
where the machine shops are situated.
But how did the hon. gentleman promote
the interests of Moncton and the working-
man. He dismissed hundreds of em-
ployés from the shops at that place. I
may also state that the hon. the Minister
of Railways and Canals seemed to think
that it was necessary for him to make
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