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of the four original provinces, while to our south lay a virile,
populated nation that had already achieved a goodly proportion
of 1ts wenitest destiny and showed manifest signs of being
capable of acnieving much more,

Not only were the links between Nova Scotia and
British Coluubia very tenuous, but the confederation was only
a few years ola winen it was plunged into an economic depres-
sion whicih lasted aliaust unrelieved Tor 20 years. These hard
times resultea partly irow external causes and partly from the
accumulation of huge debts necessary to finance the vital rail
link with British Coluubiaeceeces : : '

As a Diauaond Jubilee 1s an occasion for looking back-
wardsy it is appropriaste to look for some of the reasons for
our survival as a nation. These reasons should help us to
unuerstand why we now have that key in our hands.

One of tine reasons for our survival lies beyond the
borders of Canada. It has been the attitude of our southern
neighbour towards our development. The strong sense of destiny
tuat aeveloped in tne United States after it had broken through
the Appalachilan barriers of the eastern seaboaru produced a
physical developuent that was without parallel in history. Yet,
in spite of tne fears of tue Fatners of Confederation, the surge
of nationalism that accompanied the swift westward progress of
tihe Auwericans was of a difterent nature from those otner brands
of nationalisu that have been responsible for so wuch strife and
destruction elsewhere. : )

Wwith tune exception of a few boundary disputes which
were settled without a struggle = though not always to Canadian
liking - ang a few occasions ut vocal violence, Auwerican nationsl-
ism was a force tnat recopnized and respected the territorial
riguts of tne nuaerically weaker nortuern neighbour. Though
tiie Awericans have never entirely inwerstood tie more auiable
arrangesent by wnich we Canadians gained the right of self-
governuwent iroum Lonuon, tucy nave sensed and respected our
fira resolve to be curselves. Awerican nationalism has been
teuperea by tne continuous interciiange of peoples tnat has
taken place vetiieen Caiiata anc tiue united States since the end
of tue Yar of Incepencence, anu is still taking place today to
itne auvantapge ol Loth oi our nations.

Leonciaie facters have also contriouted to our
natioral growtih. Only one year veiore Coniederation, tne
recrprocal trece srreagewe.t taet nad existed with the United
States anu nau veen so veneiicial to tne British North Auerican
provinces was enced.

with tie loss of vital markets resulting frowm the
terwination of tne Heciprocity Treaty, tne prospects of Canada .
lollowing an incepeundent econcumic course seeuwed to wmany very :
gloowy inGeed. 1Indeed a few pessiwists saw annexation to the
unitea States &¢ ti.e orly cure to the nardship tnat was sure _
to tullow. i

Fortunately the optiumists far outnumbered the pes-
siwists anc tne response to tue cuallenje was a search for
vti.el warsets aiu tue estavlisnwent of new Caradian inaustries.
Tue golng was nard at first, and discouragements were wany
vLt Lane eliiorts nave wveen well rewsrded.

we nave only to look avout us in this city to see
wnat sort of accouwplisnwents have been wacde in industry, and
it 1s cowuen knowledge tiat Canada is tne fourth greatest




