
of the four original provinces, while to our south lay a virile3 `
populated nation that had already achieved a goodly proportion
of its manifest destiny and srlowed manifest signs of being
capable of acrlieving Wuch more .

1Vot only were the links between Nova Scotia and
British Columbia very tenuous, but the confederation was only
a few years olci wrien it was plunged into an economic depres-
sion which lasted almûst unrelieved for 20 years . Trlese hard
times resulted ~artly froui external causes and partly from the
accumulation of rluge debts necessary to finance the vital rail
link with British Columbia . . . . .

As a Liamond Jubilee is an occasion for looking back-
wards, it is appropriate to look for soae of the reasons for
our survival as a nation. These reasons should help us to
unàerstand why rre nosv have that key in our hands .

One of the reasons for our survival lies beyond the
borders of Canada . It has been the attitude of our southern
neighbour towards our development . The strong sense .of destiny
tiiat developed in the United States after it had broken through
the Appalachian barriers oi' the eastern seaboarcr produced a
pYrysical ûevelopwent that was without parallel in history . Yet,
in spite of trie fears of trie Fatàers of Confederation, the surge
of nationalism that accompanied the swift westward progress of
the Awericans was of a difi'erent nature fron those other brands
of nationalism that have been respor,sible for so much strife and
destruction elsewmere . ,

brith trie exception of a few boundary disputes which
were settled witriout a strugg,le - thougL not aiwa.ys to Canadian
liking - and a few occasions uf vocal violence, American nation~l-
ism was a force tüat recognized and resNected the territorial
rigrits ot trie numerically weaker northern neighbour . Though
the A~ericans have never entirely unc.erstood the more amiable
arranse..~ent by tirhiclr we Canac;ians gained the right of self-
government from Lûnuon, tii~y rave sensed and respected our
firm resolve to be ourselves . American natior.alism has been
tewperea btrie continuous interciiange of peoples tnat has
taken place r,etween Canada anc tue ~r.ited States since the end
of trie ar of InGerencei .ce, ariU is still taking place today to
trie aavantare of ûoLti oi our nations .

LConO:,îi.c fa ctcrs have also contributed to our
national growti . . Ot.ly one year bei'ore Coni'ederation , the
recr p roca.l tra dE arra e wet that i .ad e::isted with the United
States aric: na o cceïi so ceneiicial to tiie british North American
p rovinces was enced .

iith tire loss of vital markets resulting from the
termination of tire iteciprocity Treaty, trie prospects of Canada
1'oliovlinb an inàere~.aellt econowic course seemed to wany very
gloo~..y indeed . Indeeû a few pessimists saw anr.exation to the
united States us t ..E or.ly cure to the harùship tnat wAs sure
to f'ullow .

Fortunately the optiWists far outnumbered the pes-
siwists anc: the response to te ciAaller.f,e was a search for
utLer ,,.arkets ai.u ti.e establisriment of new Car.adian industries .
Tne going was c~ard at first, and àiscouragements were uiany,
out trie eiiorts have ucen well retir^rded .
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We have or .ly to look about us in this city to see
tiynat sort %f acccmrlisiiients have beEn made in inciustry, and
it is com..,on kr.owleuge that Canada is the fourth greatest


