
6. If a panellist appointed by a Party is unable to serve, withdraws or is removed, a 
replacement shall be appointed by that Party within 30 days, or within 10 days in cases of motor 
vehicles, failing which the replacement shall be appointed in accordance with paragraph 4. If the 
chair is unable to serve, withdraws or is removed, the Parties shall promptly agree on the 
appointment of a replacement, failing which the replacement shall be appointed by a selection by 
lot from among the remaining candidates previously proposed by each Party to serve as the chair 
in accordance with paragraph 3. If there are no remaining candidates, each Party shall propose up 
to three additional candidates satisfying the criteria set out in paragraph 3 and the chair shall be 
selected by lot from among them. In any such case, any time period applicable to the proceeding is 
suspended for a period beginning on the date the panellist or the chair is unable to serve, 
withdraws or is removed and ending on the date the replacement is selected.

7. Each panellist shall:

(a) have expertise or experience in international law, international trade, other 
matters covered by this Agreement, or in the settlement of disputes arising under 
international trade agreements;

(b) be chosen strictly on the basis of objectivity, reliability, and sound judgment;

(c) be independent of, and not be affiliated with, or take instructions from either 
Party;

(d) not be employed by either Party; and

(e) comply with the Code of Conduct for Members of Panels set out in Annex 21-B.

8. If a Party believes that a panellist does not satisfy a qualification set out in paragraph 7 or 
has failed to comply with the Code of Conduct for Members of Panels set out in Annex 21 -B, the 
Parties shall consult and, if they agree, the panellist shall be removed.

Article 21.8: Rules of Procedure

1. A panel established under this Chapter shall follow the Model Rules of Procedure set out 
in Annex 21-C. A panel may establish, in consultation with the Parties, supplementary rules of 
procedure that do not conflict with the provisions of this Chapter.

2. Unless the Parties agree otherwise, the rules of procedure of a panel shall ensure;

(a) that each Party has the opportunity to provide initial and rebuttal written 
submissions;
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