
upholding of economic and political good governance, respect for human and people
rights as well as respecting the right of people to choose their representatives without
fear are paramount.

Through NEPAO we have also agreed to invest in our people our most important
resource. In this regard, provision of primary health facilities is imperative. Only
healthy nations can address the challenges we have set for ourselves. Human
Resources Development through education, vocational training and mentoring is
important. We look up to Aibertas universities and Canadians to help in these areas.

As we deal with the issues of HRD, it is important that we address communicable
diseases, malaria, tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS. WVith regard to HIV/AIDS, we must
move from a premise that there is no cure for AIDS. It is therefore, imperative that we
educate our people to prevent this terrible disease from spreading. We must also put
many resources into dealing with opportunistic infections such as pneumonia,
tuberculosis diarrhea, meningitis, throat fungal infection, etc. As the South African
Govemnment, we are engaged with pharmaceutical companies on the question of
affordability of drugs and infrastructure development to help deal with anti-retroviral
drugs.

We also need to improve on our agricultural output. If we cannot feed ourselves,
there is no future or hope for the continent. Africa is a predominantly agrarian


