countries that so request, in the elaboration of national strategies and actions regarding this
topic;

Promote concrete measures to prevent hostile actions against minorities in the Hemisphere,
as well as the violent activities of local, regional and international movements that support
and foster racist ideologies and terrorist practices to reach their goals;

Increase regional cooperation with a view to preventing the criminal use of firearms and
ammunition, and examine additional measures and laws at the national level if required;

Implement, as soon as possible, the Inter-dAmerican Convention Against the Illicit
Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives and Other Related
Materials, and apply the CICAD Model Regulations, as appropriate;

4. HEMISPHERIC SECURITY !

Recognizing that democracy is essential for peace, development and security in the Hemisphere
which, in turn, are the best basis for furthering the welfare of our people, and noting that the
constitutional subordination ofarmed forces and security forces to the legally constituted authorities
of our states is fundamental to democracy:

Strengthening Mutual Confidence

Hold the Special Conference on Security in 2004, for which the OAS Committee on
Hemispheric Security will conclude the review of all issues related to approaches to
international security in the Hemisphere, as defined at the Santiago Summit;

Continue with priority activities on conflict prevention and the peaceful resolution of
disputes, respond to shared traditional and non-traditional security and defense concerns and
support measures to improve human security;

Support the efforts of the Small Island Developing States (SIDS) to address their special
security concerns, recognizing that for the smallest and most vulnerable states in the
Hemisphere, security is multi-dimensional in scope, involves state and non-state actors and
includes political, economic, social and natural components, and that the SIDS have
concluded that among the threats to their security are illicit drug trafficking, the illegal trade
in arms, increasing levels of crime and corruption, environmental vulnerability exacerbated
by susceptibility to natural disasters and the transportation of nuclear waste, economic
vulnerability particularly in relation to trade, new health threats including the Human

! Mexico understands that all of Chapter 4 of the Plan of Action, including its title "Hemispheric Security”
and all of its concepts and provisions, will be addressed in the appropriate OAS fora, in conformity with
the mandate of the Second Summit of the Americas, held in Santiago de Chile, in April 1998.
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