
Six years after the Paris Peace Accords, and four years after internationally-organized
elections, Cambodia's wounds are by no means fully healed. There remain serious political
divisions, and the country is still socially and economically fragile. Nevertheless, there are signs
that the country could consolidate its democratization, particularly if the 1998 elections are
reasonably free and fair, and if the right combination of local political will and sufficient, well-
directed international support can be found.

Unlike many of the war-torn countries that have been the focus of international attention
in the 1990s, Canibodia's divisions have flot been based priniarily on etbnic, language, clan, or
religious différences: Cambodia is overwhelniingly Buddhist and Khmer-speaking; minority
groups comprise only 370,000 people (although there bas been persecution of the minorities,
especially the Vietnamese). The main cleavage now is essentially political, based on the rivaliy
between the royalists of FUNCINPEC', with their ties to Thailand, and the supporters of the
CP>3, the successor to the former Vietnamnese-backed regime. This division, although intense and
pervasive, also offers; some hope, many observers seem to tbink, simply because il is flot rooted
in non-negotiable ethnic or religious identity: potentially at least, il should be capable of
resolution through a neRotiated arranRement.
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