
TechnoOgical momeritufl fuels the nuclear arms race

Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau addresses thes

One of the Most important problems

facing the United Nations is how ta break

the arms spiral, said Prime Minister Pierre

Trudeau in a speech ta the second United

Nations Special Session on Disarmament

(UNSSOD 1l) in New York City on
June 18.

The Canadian delegation ta the meet-

ing inciuded Secretary of State for

Externat Affairs Mark MacGuigan,

Ambassador and Permament Representa-
tive ta the United Nations Gérard

Pelletier, Ambassador for Disarmament

Arthur Menzies, Chairman of the House

of Commof s Standing Committee on

Externat Affairs and National Defence

Marcel Prud'homme and a number of

parliamentary observers and consultants.
Mr. Trudeau toid those attending the

session: 'We arm out of fear for aur

security and we will disarm oniy if we are

convinced that the threat ta our security

has abated. Arms contraI, ta be viable,
must increase security, not reduce it."

The Prime Minister said that "the

shaclow that overhangs ail arms-control
negotiations and has led ta the unravel-

ling of some, cames mainly from the fact

that we are dealing with an array of very

different weapons systems in circum-

stances where technoogical innovation
tends ta overtake a negotiation even

white it is in progress".
Arms contrai negotiatiofis must take

account of the legitimate interests of

bath sies, Prime Minister Trudeau told

the session. "An attempt by one side ta

make strategic gains at the expense of

4

econd special session on disarmament.

the other wMi not, in' the end, work. Only

measures that increase mutual security

are likely ta offer a way out of the

present paralysis. In particular, the two

super-powers must start with the recogni-

tion that each has strategic interests and

the strength tai protect those interests,"
said Mr. Trudeau.

Nuclear arms tali
With reference ta the negotiations on

intermediate range nuclear farces <INF)

which began late iast year, the Prime

Minister said that North Atlantic Treaty
(l1-aiflflr% countries "passionately

want these negotiatiafis ta sucO1eE
removing the current threat and th'
obviating the need ta deploy new
sites of our own".

Mr. Trudeau expressed the hopE

the Warsaw Pact countries would
tiate in good faith and advised
countries that the West's positic
nuclear armns matters would remain !

regardless of public demonstratic
Western Europe and Narth Ar

agaînst the arms race.
,lit would be a grave miscacLJ

were -the Soviets ta misinterpret th
strength af aur democratic syster

demonstratian of the weakness
resoive," said the Prime Minister.

The Canadian Prime Minister
that he was cancerned with the

nolagical mamentumn" that und
the arms race. "lnstabitity is the f L
feeds the nuclear arms race. That
four Vears aga, 1 put bef ore th is as

a 'strategv of suffocation' desigi
deprive the nuclear arms race
oxygen on which it feeds, frc

laboratories ta the testing sites

Mr. Trudeau.-
"The main elements of the

had long been familiar features
arms contraI dialogue: a compr.
test ban; a hait ta the flight-testir
new strategic delivery vehicles; a c
of the production of fissionabte 1

for weapons purposes; and a lin

and eventual reductiou', of militar'
ing for new strategic weapons sY!
was in the combination of these E
that 1 saw a more coherent, a M
cient and a more promising iris

Mr. Trudeau (right) meets with UIN Secretary-GanergiJ.avier Perez de Cuellar.


