
GENERAL SURVEY
The moderately hopefu trend which had begun to appear in United

Nations affairs toward the very end of 1961 continued in the early part of
1962. Having rccovered from such severe shocks as the autumn outburst
of fighting in thic Congo, the suddcn dcath of Dag Hamniarskjold and flie
strain of the prolonged Soviet assault on thie Secretariat, flie organization
began to show signs of adjusting to the ncw problems of cnlarged member-
ship and flic increasingly heavy burclens which rcsulted from flic broadening
scope of United Nations activity in ail fields. The organization had shown
remarkable resilience under thic impact of sharp blows and this was at-
tributable i flic main to flic determination of a large majority of flic
Inembcrship to preserve tic United Nations as an instrument for conciliation
and co-operation.

This approach was illustrated soon after flic new year began, when tie
General Assembly met in resumcd session to deal with thc future o! one
of thc few remaining territories, Ruanda-Urundi. At this session, which
after a recess rc-convened in June, thc Assembly dcvised satisfactory
arrangements for flic transfer of power. Notwithstanding apparent risks
tliat bloodshed and confusion might resuit from action taken too soon, the
110w states of Burundi and Rwanda gained independence in July aud, at
flic sevcntcenth session, wcre admitted to flhc United Nations. In this way,
thec Trustccship Agreement was houourably discharged and one more mile-
stone was passed on flic path toward bovercigu frecdom for all dependent

succeesresuit of close consulta-success


