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The literary reviewer af the Times recently discussed
"English Pronunciatian," by Robert B3ridges, the newly
created Poet Laureate. He summed up the firet change
in regard ta the degradation of aur unaccented vowels,
as "the blurring and running together of a and e and o
and u into one indeterminate sound - the sound of the- 1last
syllable in danger - in which the Canadian hears tio
sound af r. He noted finally: "If we add to these the
bogue pronunciations produced by unphonetic seiling,
and the English habit of 'swallowing' wards, there can be
littie doubt, for anyone who carefully observes bis own
utterance or that of bis friends, that the speech of the
educated classes in England i. undergoing serious changes.
at the present momeqt.. That these change@ are regrett-
able most of us wiii admit. Whether or flot they can be
checked, or muet be allowed ta work their vil unimpeded
in the language, la another question."

About a month earlier Mr. W. D. Lighthall was denouuc-
ing the "defective Englieh spoken in Canada" before the
Royal Society at Ottawa.

In 1911, at the official Education Conference of the
Education Departments of the, Empire in Loados, uhere the
simplification of English speliing vas unaniouuly realved
ta be urgent, high authorities froin every quarter of the
globe gave strong -testimony ta the tendency of variation,
for saine of vhich our present, orthodox - but deformed-
spelling vas held responaible.

It vau maintained, hovever by your humble servant
that the change af pronucitn today ail over the vorld
is going on at a very much siover rate than Mi the island
of Great Britain before the day of general public education.
Defective as are the b"ystaonuciaion in our diction-
aries, there ts evidently more stability in the qualities
af speech at the beginning of this century than ever before.
With a phonetic alphabet, or even vithout, we sauld nov
be able ta transmit a uniform 'speech-frain the Planes of
Shinar ta the IdIes of the Pacifie, and front the date of
the completion of the Oxford DictionarY ta the final
doomsday.

The anatomical diagrams af the numerous valuable
texte on phonetica, and the ingenious notations oi speech
made visible, may nat alcne be able te accomplish it, but
with the admirable and absolute phyuia standard now
passible in the phonograph we ahWl be able ta tranmit
speech with precision uniformly over the surfaceof 'ithe
globe and down the ages. Those irbo aeady incoroe-
pondence schools are. learnng ta speak foreig uÙagu
from the phonograpl, the thousands vho0 ah'eadY are
answering their correspondence by s$P"09l into the
dictaphone and sending ta their stenographers ound-
engraved cylinders suggestive ai the literatr, Vehicles Of
ancient Sumir and Accad, the tens ai thousanda who- nov
nightly see and hear the opera and the drâaa thréugh the
magic af the kinetphone-ali these popise nemi lna furthor,
evidence ai the present PomsibilitY ai recording::With Pmt-
cision the aounds ai speech and thé multiplication% afi ha
records indefinitely.

Ail we nemi nov s the snwdoed s>'ecl. Its ýrée6làd

multiplied by electrotypy can 'be made one ai tae chuPer,
essentials ai every teachers traininag cole o r sïM
where English is used. The first work'o aal l daté
for the teaching profession shouild be the complet# di*«Kf
ai the standard alphabetic: soad%, wiilx ia--ls«o'twi&l qf
be their duty ta develop in tbie, upcb «Ç;-h- 1j
their schools. We find at presspt.i; - der po ie
that the Scotch, Irish and -WeUsIi pa îîM
than English people, irbo are not aware thefr
is not standard. -When people i*ho =eau i rx Àr,
dialecte speak English more., distnctip'*
themmeélves, we may b. certain,'thtb uae
nunciation can be very approad y aMuItÙi4ttYW
echools in any country.

But hoir shahi e get the hStaàrd S a~P l
no present dialect would-be uinfrémy oit4e 1 't
competent and authosiatift ue Ce dain 1*tîUl*4 ioW
ta agree upon an edectc. «waithe,
sounde being selet6d -bu the meritt
and ther distnuosfs ch t«Çà
mental alphabetit swààâ àÏo b*id, M
economic reàssut»awuas awiîe
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