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could.” I would like to have you all go down
town with me and see what the stores are showing
for Christmas gifts, then we shall know how to
play the game better.”

The excursion proved to be a very happy one,
and on the following day each child told what he
would give to various friends if he had the power.
Large additions were made to the vocabulary of
the class by this means. The suggestions for gifts
were used afterwards for reading. lessons in the
first grade, and for written work in the second,
forming a Christmas letter of which the following
is a typical sample: .

Dear MAMMA :—If I could do just as I wish, I would
give you a beautiful sewing basket 6n Christmas. I would
give Father a fine china cup for his coffee and would get

a drum for little brother and a doll for sister. Perhaps
when I am older I can give you all these things. Now

I can only give you my love and the pretty things I have

made you at school.

Your loving
DororaY.

‘For the tiny people’s letter the teacher wrote on
a big stocking made of paper, the words, “ What I
wish I could put. in your stocking.” Under the
words the children drew, painted and pasted
pictures of the things they would give if they
could. '

Stories describing Christmas customs of other
lands are here quoted:

Christmas in Sweden and Norway.

In Sweden and Norway gifts are thrown into the
room of the person to whom the gift is given, while *

the giver runs away, leaving the receiver to guess
who gave it. On Christmas morning all go to
church before daylight, and when they return,
bread is sent to the poor and a sheaf of grain is
tied to a pole for the birds, after which the children
play singing and running games all day.

Christmas in Denmark. <1
In Denmark, at midnight Christmas Eve, it is
said that the cows and all farm animals rise in
their stalls to greet the Christmas Day, All the
family go to the barn and feed the animals.

Christmas in Holland and Belgium.

Holland and Belgium are the countries to which
Santa Claus comes. - He is seen riding a white pony
and dressed in a white fur coat and cap. He in-
quires as to whether each child has been good or

‘bad, gives the good ones gifts while the bad ones

get sticks. The children fear Santa Claus u;d p
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