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which chauce studied carefully. lndcd, he'
borrjLowvd a SOe of them for bis . N.anterbury

Ki.g Edward was certainly satisfied with the
WVy-Chaucer gid his commissions, for very soon
after the latter returned to England, we find that
thO kinga butter was ordered to send him a pitcher
Of wine dally. A few rnonths after, he was given
a VMr important post, comptroller of the' customs
Of the Port of 1London. After this, the king and
John Of 'Gaunt cotinued to hold him ln higb
favour. He held other important offices that
brought hima good deal of money, and he was
again and agaia sent abroad on the king's errands.
He made two other jourxneys to Italy, one to
Fnce d anc to Flanders.

In 137 King Edward 111 died. His oldest son,.
thBakPichddedbfr ii n oh
was succeeded by his grandson, Richard II, wbo
was only cleven .years old. The king's umclcs
governed for him, and as John of Gaunt was the
mm tpowerfulof thcm, Cbaucer's good fortune
was unhneOr cbanged only for the better.
In 1386 lue was elected tO go to the parliamnent at
Westminster as knight of the sbire for IÇet.

So far ail had gone weil witbhlmir. But now he
was to know misfértuýues and sorrow. 'John of
Garnit went to Spain, and wbile he was'gone, bis
brother, Thaina of Gloucester, put bimself at the
bead -of the govenfment, and took away ail power
from th dng. Chaucer was dismlissed J rom bis
Offioeand frmbeng a rc man ebc4me very'
Poor. lu the ne-la ycar bis wife died.

But in two years' time, King Richard took the
POwer into bis own hands. John of Gaunt came
back frOmu Spain, and immediately Chaucer was
r1eimbercd, and was appointcd clerk of the king's
works at Westminster witb a good' salary. He
deeCd i gise for -be ba4 been faithful and bonour-
able, and bad stood Up bravely for bis iriend John
of Gauant whcn the latter's enemies were too
strong for hmt.- But be seemns neyer ta have been
as prosperous as before,, for wben Henry IV came
to the throne, Qiaucer sent himi a poem called "A
Coenplaint ta bis Purse," telling ai bis povcrty.
Henry IV was the son of John- of Gaunt, who was
w dead, and lie must' have rememnbered bis

fathers love for Chaucer, for in only four days. he
oedered that the poet's, pension should be doubled,
s0 we hope. that Chaucer did not suifer from want
of moncyiniàs last years.

Hie died in bis house at Westminster, on October
25th, 3400. lie was only sixty, but ina t«Ou=Un.
that was considered very old. We know lbN
anything about his family; cofly that he lad aittle son Lewis" for whom he wrote a Immso
book, and who probably died youg.

We have said little about Chaucersâ poetvy, but
through all these years of busy life, he 'had be
writing. His greatest work is 4"The tanted>ury
Tales," and miost of these were written at the tdmi
when he was in poverty and disgrace. It i. pies-
ant to, sec th it hl% misfortunes did mc make hlm
lose heart and interest in bis work The "Tales"

ineantimne, vou will do well ta lear'n by heurt Long-
fellow's Sonnet on Chaucer, froin which the fines
at the head of this paper have been taken.

The Id"siTéacboe.
1 bave said that the ideal teacher is a lady bora

and bred; that she is a cultivated lady, and buides,
ber culture bas cost a, deal of tinue anud uoq.
But sbeis much else. .Shehbas greatsk" in de
management of children., This Encan tht a*0
loves cbildren and loves theun clon dp u**b«r
heart. She wins them f rom the first She =d«.r
Stands them, and tbey kom* to ber for guldame
and sympathy, even as they look ta ther «w

Parents seldom cotne to the ideal teacher to im*e
cOmplaints'or offer suggestions. If they do q%»%
it is because of saune misunderstanduug. Tht i4kW
teacher, wbo is ahways a lady, disarm cppo@itýpu
at once, explains what befarewas misudst,
and sends hier visitor home with a.cordial invit"o
to corne again and to, came oftcn. It je ns. lus
ta, ÉaY that the ideal teacher bas common tom nm
abundance. It is thc soil out of which ail ber other
good qualities grow. it governs ail ber act4ion,
tempers aillber words, and it'gives us wbat wë 19
want-Robert C. Metcalf.

A million twinkling sky-lamps look down throce .tic
frosty negt.

A million fairy diamonds flash up from the M» g o
white,

A sharp gInt of the frosted steel sounds 'aucth tiM o
below;

And bave brown branches trailtithew maIe-lie ab"&o
on the snow.
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