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nine months ending with March last the
total arrivals were 76,120, a net increase of
6,614 over the same time last year. There
were 50,880 by ocean ports, making an in-
crease of 8,061 over the same nine months
last year, and 25,240 from the United States.
An interesting idea of the division of races
and the remarkably cosmopolitan character
of the immigration is given in the official
statisties of last year’s arrivals, as published
in the report for 1904. The immigrants
thus classified were all declared settlers.
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THE TEMISKAMING RAILWAY

N R. Whitney’s government will continue

the policy of building the Temiskaming
railway by a commission. Instead of five
members, however, the new commission has
heen made a body of three only, with a
trained expert at its head in the person of
Mr. C. B. Smith. Under the control of this
commission the construction of the road is
being rapidly pushed forward, and arrange-
ments have been made for financing it for
another half year. The loan of $6,000,000,
placed by the late government in London,
and which fell due on May 1, has been re-
newed for an additional six months on
satisfactory terms.

Some prominence has been given to a re-
port that the commission is considering the
practicability of operating the road by elec- .
tricity. It is stated that an estimate of the
cost of such an undertaking for the first
hundred miles from North Bay, has been
made, and that the figure is $500,000. While
it is not at all likely that the Government will
authorize an expenditure of such an amount
at present, it is the opinion of some of the
cabinet members, as it is of the commis-
sioners, that the use of electric motive power
would ultimately mean a great saving in
operating expenses. There seems to be no
doubt in the railway world that the trains
of the future are to be run by electricity,
and it would be in keeping with Ontario pro-
gress if the first experiment of this kind in
Oanada were made on the government-owned
Temiskaming road.

CANADI#N SHIPBUILDING

THE Dominion Government was recently
asked by a delegation of business men in-
terosted in shipbuilding for a bounty of six
dollars per gross ten on the boats built dur-
ing the next ten years. They claimed that
a Canadian shipbuilding industry was not
possible withont some such encouragement,
on account of foreign competition, for nunder
the Merchants’ Shivping Act all British-built
ships are entitled to enter Canada duty free.
The delegation further claimed that if this
temporary' encouragement were given. (Can-
ada would in ten years’ time be building
fifty thousand tons. of shipping annually.



