; ble, a timid

spread wreck and devastation all over
the world, or else, in the form of balmy
breezes, to bring blessing and health
wherever they might attain. To-night
iham in the cavern of the winds of

. Empire. I do not pretend — God
forbid that T should pretend—to be the
King Aeolus who controls these pow-
ers. That would rather belong to my
noble friend on my right in the chair.
I may, at any rate, claim to be a hum-
. (A voice, ‘‘Derby
W/lnner.”) One does not feel like a
Dérby winner on these occasions. If
the gentleman who interrupted me
had ever been in the position of a
Derby winner, he would conceive
Nothing so far remote from that feel-
ing. I would rather claim, as I have
said, to be an unworthy representa-
tive of King Aeolus. Well, I am
quite sure when these winds go forth,
‘:;lh'e“ th?se powers are exerted over
b Empire on your return from these
islands they will be exerted for the
benefit of the Empire.

““Welcome Home.”'

Now it is my duty, 1 suppose to
make a speech, and not immediately
to sit down: but if 1 carried out my
°}Vﬂ sense of the occasion, if 1 car-
fed 'QUY what I believe to be what is
Zz?l‘;]‘red on this occasion, 1 should
o dne mysel‘f to two words and then
Wordzwm They would be only two
perha-“and they are the simplest, and
hEardp{: the - sweetest, that can. be
e oniy mortal eari‘and ).ret they are
At y two words 1n which I would

up what I have to say to our
%};leossts from beyond the seas to-night.
R € f«V0rds are, ‘‘“Welcome Home."’
this’ ggntlgmen, that is the motto of
Homeo»c»ca?lon’ “Welcome to your
s r.\ev:some of you, many of you,
will 'se‘ewr seen your home, and you
: something in the course of
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the next fortnight which I will not
boast of, but which in its way is un-
matched in the world. You will see
an ancient and a stately civilization.
You will see that embodied in our old
abbeys and cathedrals, built in the
age of fath and surviving to testify
that that faith is not dead in Britain.
You will see it in the ancient colleges
of Oxford and Cambridge and St.
Andrews and Aberdeen, shrines of
learning which are venerable not only
from their antiquity. ' As iyou - pass
about the country you will see the lit-
tle villages clustering about the Hea-
ven directed spires as they have clus-
tered for centuries. You will see the
ancient Mother of all Parliaments —
the most venerable progenitor of free
institutions — the House of Com-
mons. 1 cannot promise you an even
greater pleasure in seeing the House
of Lords because that will not be sit-
ting during the period of your visit.
Throughout the country you will see
those old manor houses where the
squirearchy of Great Britain have liv-
ed for centuries, almost all of them
inhabited long before the discovery of
Australia, and some even pefore the
discovery of America—a civilization,
a country life which I advise you to
see on your present visit, because
when you next comé it may not be
here for you to se€ it.. Speeding on-
wards from these more rural scenes,
from all this which is embodied his-
tory and which represents the anti-
quity and tradition of a thousand
years, g0 -on to the teeming communi-
ties which represent the manufactures,
the energy, the alertness of the com-
mercial life of Great Britain, and last
of all, surrounding all and guarding
all, you will see a prodigious armada,
a prodigious but always inadequate
armada. = All these are yours as much
4s ours. Your possession, your pride,
and your home. 3



