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presented by preachers and religionists to suit hiim-

self. The layman, if hie can write weii or speakweii,

is iistened to quite as readiiy as the cleric, the
sceptic is given a hearing on equai grouind with the

pietist or the puritan.
This has soniîe good aud sole bad resuits. It

lias the effect of miaking alimost ail mien religions, for

to be religions one needs littie more than that hie

shouid tbink. The oniy trouble is that there is a

great waste of timne, and very inany inistakes made.
lime wonld be saved if we conld uuiy let tbe arch-

bishops and theologians think ont onr probleins for

nls and deliver themi over touns already cnt and dried,
then say onr prayers for nls, aud mun the whiole nma-

cbinery of religion. Bnt we can't do that any mure

nàw, and munst accept the conse(luences. As a ru-

suit we have theories, and doctrines, and religions

views su nuinerotîs and su v'aried, and xrîany of theîîî

s0 absurd, that we begin to wonder if reason is the

best guide after ail. However, there is nu way ont

of the difficuity. The age of free tboughit bas set iu

and we ninst abide by its consequences. Men wil1

flot accept nowadays the doctrines and( teacbiug

even of Panl biruseif without at least first passing

thein tbrough the crucibie of tbeir own reason.

Criticismn stops at nothing and will bave nothing but

what is reasonabie. And that would be airight if

mnen were ail wise, but they are not, and wben tbe

simpletons, as well as the wlse, are deternîined to,

follow the dictates of their own reason, there must

be inany absurdities.
The Puritanismn of the ages gonie bas vanislied

entirely, s0 completely indeed that peuple are iii-

clined tu jest now about the petty miles and restric-

tions that hamnpered ur fathers, and tu pride themn-

selves in their liberaiity of view and their liberty of

action. We are so denmuocratic in oiir views that the

religious mnan can afford tu go and drink at the bar

with the sport and the gamnbler, su liberal in our

way of thinking that the theolugian wi11 alinost comm-

descend to agree ijth the sceptic. There will pro-

bably be a reaction against this extremue uf freedonu.

Men usually swing first tu une extrenue, then to tbe

other, and it is on]y witm the returu muovemiemt timey

get to a true positionu. Let uls l'ope it will be su iu

religion at any rate.

But this comupletu deruucracy is tu be noticed in

cvery other hune uf thougbit as weil as iii religion.

Bouoks, periodicals, journal-,, the newspapers, ail are

so cheap that nu une need iack knuwledge uf the

chief topics of the day. IL custs su littie tu get to the

culegiate and the universitY that ail\, pour man' s

son niay wom k bis way throuigh. As a resuit the

Llmcitîred jutmettercd class is vury siuaii, and ail

mieni stand mure on a ievei tman. forinerly regarding

public questions. The nechanic cau discuss any

political question with bis employer, the servant
girl can talk of the latest news or the last novel with
bier mnistruss. It folluws that we have on ail social,

political or religions questions a freedu of expres-

sion and uf criticistil sncb as the world bias neyer
suen. And we are aul the better for il. Tîmere is

sticb easy access tu ail nations, and counitries, to ail
the seats of learning that the gcueral knowledge of
our people is wider andl richer than uver before. As

a cunsequence there is greater freedoin, greater
libertv in evury spbure. Theru is greater roomn
everywbere for developing character freeiy accord-
ing tu free primîciples, and therefore rooin for more

perfect inanboud. And there is just as great possi-
bility of developimg in the opposite direction. One
is free tu do verv mucb as hie please. External re-

straints are few. Su the good are better, the bad
are worse tban in any otimer age. The question is
wbether the rigiteousness and goodncss and trutb

that is in the heart of mnan bias attained sufficient

strengtb tu stand alune, withont any prutecting bui-

wark, against ail the forces of evil. The cold-bearted
pessimnistic religionist doubts sncb a possibility and

tbinks the world is going f0 wrack and muin. The

time bas coule at any rate when righteonsness, and

especiaiiy Christian rigtteousness, inust stand for

wbat it is worth, a tirne wlben tbe kernel is nu more
preserved by the bnsk. And for this every true-

bearted mman is glad, knowing as hie dues that the

victory of trutb is neyer su certain and s0 compiete

as wbeu she stands iii the open, face f0 face with

falsehoud. And thougb vice and corruption may

seeum to have the mniastery in great centres like New

Yurk or Chicagu, yet the robust, strong-hearted

uptimuistic Christian wili continue f0 believe with
Tennyson,

-IThat somebuw goud
Will bu the final goal of ill,
Tu pangs of nature, sins of wviil,
I)efects of doubi, and taints of bluod,

Ihat nothing waiks with aimless feet,
That nut une life shall be destroyed,
Or cast as rubbish tu the void,
\Vhen God hatb made the pile compiete.-
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THIE WORI-D'S STLJDENT CONFERENCE.

Northfield, Mass., June 25-JUIY 4, 1897.

Tlîe recmit visit of 1). L. Moody tu this and other

Canadian cities recaîts to mind one inmportant
teature of the inany sided work iii which this
unimient evammgelist is tlie prime lmoer, vuz., tlue
sumner conferences at Northfield. Nor alune at
Nortufieli, but alsu at Pacific Grove, Cal., Lake
Geneva, W"îs., Knoxville, Tenui., aud other places iii


