
QUEEN'S UNIVERSITY JOURNAL.28

standards. The process of business
may soinetinmes l)e adequate to af-

ford a widle range of practicai selfý2

realization, yet it is far f romi adequate

in the vast nîajority of cases, and is the
nmore lîopelessly inadlequate wlîen it is

tiot joined witî 'the wider range of

spiritual dutlook whichi is capable of
giviiîg a new ineanîng atîd deeper in-

terest to practicai if e.
The chief danger to our whole

civilization in Northî Anîcrica is that

itistead of our inteliectual andi spiritual
if c setting standards for our business
if e, which has become so indispensable

for the accomplislînent of our private
and social purposes, we are constantly

fiuiding our spiritual inter-ests donmina-
ted by the standards of mere businîess

success. Thu,% our achievenients ini

literature, ar.t, science, religion, poli-

tîcal or professional spheres, marri-

age and social if e generally, can only

lie understood and appreciated by the

niasses of those buried in economic

l)urstits, when tlîey are translated in-to
tlîeir latîguage of worth, and set dlown

as valuied at 50 niany dollars. A
writer is judged not by the quality of

lus literature or the worth of bis

tliouglts, but by the nuiîiber of copies

of his books sýold, and the incoine
whiclî they bring liim. The scientist

is judged by the comnmercialuse which

can be miade of lus discoveries; the

professionai nman is judged by bis in-

col-ne, and -even universities have to

concede nincl to the same spirit and

endeavour to inîpress the world with

tlîeir quantitative standards. Now,

sometimes it is true that the quatntita-

tive and the spiritual standards nîlay

have soine roukh correspondence with

each other, but there is no necessary

link betweeîî themî, especially wlîere

the quantitative standard domntates.

But if our -economnie standard con-
stantly domninates even iu the spiritual
xvorI(1, how lunch more comipletcly does.
it rule ail the phases of life in its own
field. There the vast majority of the

poL)tlac.e froin the day-labourer, the
factory operative, and the skilled mie-
chanîc to th 'e younger cierks at thieir
(lesks, and up through ail the gra(led
hierarchiv of forenien andi overseers,
office men, sub-inanagers, andmina-
gers, ail alike corne un(lcr the domni-
nance of tlic business standard. Ex-

1 liCitly or iniplicitly, it is assume "<cl that
the serions work of life is business, and
the standard of.achieventt one's rela-
tive position on the economic scale.
The' economic standard lias not been
consciousiy chosen to the neglect of al
others; were that so it miglit be as
easily discarded. Its dominance is the
resuit of a generai tendency, and can
be corrected only by a general tend-
ency. Many a business nman, withi
finer spiritual instincts, or with the ii-
tial advantages of a higher education,
earnestly seeks to find tinie for the pur-
suit of the broadening and refining in-
terests of life. But too often, for lack
of suifficient impulse towards compiete-
ness of if e, the ever-present (lemands
of b)usiness tell against more intellect-
uial pursuits and iii favour of merely
comimercial standards. Much iess now

than ever is it the individual alone who
deterinines bis concessions to business
activity. His associates and rivais as-
sist iii setting the 1)ace, and lie must
keep up with theni or drop behind,
which is hardiy to be endured in the
case of a mati of capacity and atitbi-
tion. Hence too o'ften only the minor

portions, or even the fragments of life
are devoted to intercsts otltsi(ie of the

business circle. Yet, as Aristotle has
said, it is peace alone which justifies
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