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among the people of the States:' but it would be found
totally impotent to control or reverse the long-held desire to
have the stars aîîd stripes floating over the whole continent.
At the close of their civil war a United States newspaper
bad at the top of the coluînin couitaining the announcement
of the surrender of the Soutliern for-ces these words: "lNo
pont up Utica contracts our powers ; the whole continent is
ours." This, I believe, is the mnotto, virtually, of the nation.
The motive to secure this condition lies at the foundation
of ail their conduct towards Great Britain. It is tbe main-
spring of action of ahl their statecraft, Tt requires no close
scanning to detect it ail along the century of their national
life. It is seen, notably, in Webster's double dealing and in
the purchase of Alaska ; and almost innuinerable instances
iniight be given. It is a commnon belief in aîl parts of the
States that Canada could be easily conquered, that many
Canadians are in favour of union with the States. In tlîeir
supreme egotisin tlîey cannot believe that Canada could hold
lier own, or that any other Anglo-Saxon nation could co-exist
with theirs on this continent.

There seems to be only one way of averting an ultimiate
confiict between England and the States with respect to Can-
ada, as I pointed out some years ago as a possible event in

the future (for wlîich I was laughed at), and which is con-
cisely stated by Principal Grant in bis communicatiQn,
nanîely, to obtain "la nmoral union of the English-speaking
race, commercial union based on free trade, a common tri-
bunal and a coînmon citizensbip, if not more."

WM. CANNIFF.

OUR I)EFENCES.

ýSi,-Tbere are persons to whom the récent articles in
Tim WEEK regarding tbe possibility of war between Great
Fritaiiî and the United States înay be a surprise, and some

by wborn, as you say, von wiil be roundly abused for speak-
ing of sncb a possibility. (But wby should it be an offence
on your part to refer to sucli a unatter wbile Amnerican
papers are landed to the skies for their declamations on tbe
,samne subjoct-sucb utterances, moreover, not by any means
confiuiod to the unoderate language wbicb you use ?) On the
other band there are rnany of your readers to wbom wliat lias
appeared iii your coluînîîis is notbing new, and who are fully
conviiiced of the folly of our people-or somo of them-try-
ing to persulade themselves that no sncbi war is possible-
tlîat we will neyer bave an attack made upon us. Others
thiere are who believe, or fear, that if attacked, Canada
would be indofensible, and that we should not attempt a
defence, an opinion not concurred in by military experts.
Canada bias certain weak points-no doubt tboroughly well
known to our neighbours-but she bas also certain elements
of strengtb, of wbicb I believo our neighbours to be ignorant.
But tbe subject is mnuch too large to discuss in all its bear-
ings, even if it wero desirable to do so.

B3ut there is one tbiîîg sîiggested by your correspondent.
wloio you quote at lengtb in TuE WEK Of tbe l5tb inst,
wbich may, perlîaps, be advantageously referred ta, as it is
inucb misunderstood by ourselves, even by those who ougbt
to know botter, and seldoin gets the credit to wbicli it is
fairly eîîtitled. I mean our Militia Force, upon wbiclî, in
case of invasion, certain duties, well understood in hiîgher
iniilitary quarters,, will devolve, and whicli duties I amn con-
vinced tbey will be woll able to perforan if tbey are encour-
aged-I biad almost said permitted- to keep up to such a
reasonable standard of effoctiveness -as is practicahie fmi a
corps constituted as t1oy are. The capabilities of a Gtia
(hani militia corps are very considerable. For examiple, I
have seen at a time when each company was, allowed fiftv
per cent more mon than at present, a rural régiment appear
on parade at the Connty Town, ton companies strong, and
every one filled up to the last man, and with good steady
men at tbat. Another rural corps I bave seen at one time a
lîalf-trained mob, and the vory samne corps, not long after-
wards, under more favourable circumstances, was brougbt to
Toronto as a model rural corps to hoI "sbown off " at a re-
vîow, aîîd made a most creditable appoaranco. Yonr corres-
pondent is quite correct in saying that the Canadian is a
born soldier. Many officers of militia will corroborate that
statement. The Canadians are a thoroughly military people,
and may ho relied upon to do as they did in 1812, put a

force in the field far away beyond a due proportion ta tbe
actual numnher of the population. That this is true is evi-
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de nced by the actual p)resent state of the active militia.
imperfect as it is, when'it is considered that this force lias
been kept up for thirty or forty years in the face of continu-
ed discouragements sufficient to have utterly extinguished it,

if it had flot heen kept alive by the inborni instincts of the

people. Sucli instincts may, no doubt, be accounted for l>y

the fact tlîat Canada was to a great extent settled by dis-

charged soldiers, and their spirit lives in their descendants.
The best mneans of usingr this element of strength is a

matter wbich. is worthy of the' most earnest attention of our

statesmen, and where a defect exists a reinedy for it should

be sought. On a former occasion 1 ventured to point out

such a defect, in the public press, and to suggest a remedy

whicli I thought to be at least worthy of consideration, and

which at the time attracted some attenîtion. Whenever the

mîilitia regiiîents are called upon to furnisb men there is

not likely to be any difficulty or hesitation about it, but the

trouble will be withi regard to officers, and consequent delay

in organization. Most mnilitia regimnents are weak in officers,
and it is alwavs difficuit to keep up the full establishment.
The denîands upon the purse aîîd time, especially the latter,

of miilitia officers are so g)reat as to exclude many capable

officers from the service, while those who are able to continue

in it, are overtaxed witb expenses and duties. There are,
and probably always will be, a large number of trained

officers in the country, but, e'xcept those actually holding
commissions, they are not in touch with the force, and can-

iîot be made available as promptly as occasion may require.

The remnedy for this fault in our systei seems to me to be

a large increase in the officers actually comniissioned, thus

not only enabling the expense to be borne and the work to bo

done by a greater number than at present, and thus ligliten
the ail too severe burden which these unremunerated gentle-

nien bear for their country, but also to provide ready at

hand the necessary organization for an emergency. The

questioi is, bow is this to bie done i The suggested metbod

is simple. Let ail Il battalions " of militia be constituted as

Ilregimnents," and consist of two or more battalions, of say six

haîf companios, with a Lieut.-Col. coînmanding the regiment,
a Major, Adjutant, Surgeon, Quartermnaster, and Sergeant-

Major to eacb battalion, and two oficers and as nîany non-

cornmissioned officers to eaclb half cornpany. The three

Infantry regiments of Toronto could easily keep up fifteen

sucli battalions, wbich would mean eighteert field officers,
fifteen adj utants, fifteen surgeons, fifteen quarterniasters, and

one bundred and eighty coînpany officers, witlî a due propor-

tion of sergeants. Upon sucli an establishmnent a strong

brigade could bo most expeditiously organized. If the for-ce

should be called out, the flrst battalion of each. regiment

could bie immediately filled up to full strength and sent

forward, to -he speedily foliowed by a second, and s0 on as

inight be called for-, one depot battalion always remaining at
headquarters.

The expense of sucb a corps \Votl(l be very littie greater

than it is under existing circurnstances, as there would bc

but one band for the regiment, and no greater actual

strenuth, excepting in officers and sergeants, would be main-

tained than at présent. It would not be necessary for the

battalions to parade soparately; tbey could parade asoe
battalion or more as might be 'ordered.

If a regiment now consisting of ten coînpanies sliould

be divided as proposcd into five batta]ions, A and B coin-
panies would be identical withi the rigbit and lef t wings of

the first battalion and could forin on parade either as Nos.
1 and -- companies of the wlîolo regiment in one battaliori,
or, in t}ieir separate organization, as the first battalion of six

haîf companies. And so with the remaining companies.

It would be unnecessary for ail officers to attend ahl parades;

their tours of duty, whether in attendance on parade or in

their many other more prosaic but equally necessary duties,
might be a matter of regimental arrangement. I cannot but

think that sucli a plan would enable a large number of

officers to be kept in the service wbo are now practically lost

to it.

The efficiency of the force, as your correspondent points

out, is dependent upon their being armed witb the best

modern weapons and supported by an efficient system of

supply depots and transport. These are very serious ques-

tions and surely receivo more attention at headquarters than

your correspondent, tbough evidenbly well informed, bie-
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