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Cuvî'ent Topies.

A Il Otabl The banquet given ii lionour of Lieutenant
Banqet. Governor Patterson at Ottawa on Mon-

day night last by prominent citizenis of the
aPital was a notable event by reasoo of the representative

me gather.ed together, and by the interest and importance
6f the Speeches made on the occasion. It was a national tribute
Of respect and regrard for the Lieutenant-Governor of Mani-
toba Whse reception 'vas marked by ail that inan cotints (of

15 ale in his, relationship with bis fellows. Jn bis
8peech he gave abundant evidence of bis appreciation of che
d'ties and responsibilities of bis higli office, and tbere was aI
dtfllt and general inmpression amoîîgst the assenibled guests

ia 1hi appointment is one for national congratulation. An
cZ ereting feature of the banquet was the speech of Major-
,,,,rai Gasgcoigne wbo, we are inforîned, gave the iînpres-

bas~ that he wascmore in toucb witlî tlîings Canadian than
li. been the case with inost of bis predecessors. If we May
Judgefroni bis remarks the General is not wantiflg in

a fhumour, for does lelack tephulosophical spirit.
11e Said iu effect thbat lie would always give the best advice it

'*sPossible for him to give bis Minister, but if that advice
flot followed hie did not intend to make a fuss about it.

Wh i e had delivered bis soul lie would rest in peace.

Nir. Laurier',, It 15 not only Liberals wbo will welcomne
Ontario Tour. the Tionourable M r. Laurier on bis tour

througb the Province of Ontario : Conser-
'vatives will be quite as eager to attend bis meetings and
Pa' him respect as are bis own followers. Tbere are
few indeed in tbe Party, we imagine, who are not rendy te
aekllow]edge bis splendid abilities, bis personal cbarm, and
liee devotion with -whicb lie serves bis country. Some Coni-

Iratve journalists amuse themselves by saying smîart and
eYniîcal tbings about hn and bis speeches, but tbey know as
"'el %. we do that bis presence tends to raise tbe toue of the

'11tona Paliaentandthat Canadian political life is the

ko1 rrisburgli was wonderfully clever. It 'vas too partizan
WOetimes too severe. But no one cati deny its value to

1Party. Rie maintains that bie has taken a clear, definite, anid

to Rstent stand on the Scbool Question and that lie adiieres
f is Position.- An investigation should be made as to the

lat of the case lie will support the D)ominion Gox ern nient
ft hudappoint a comisson. Beyond that le wlIl0t

telifles of Torres Vedras.

orSrTbe returu home of Sir Oliver Mewat after

Oliver 
M

owat. five montbs spent nintEres awt and

ilhe more than a passingitrs ntemn
elewere rumours that Sir. Oliver's health was not good

when lie went away, and tlîe report of bis illîîess which

camne to us a few weeks ago was of an alarnîing nature. Iii

ahl tbe Provinces of Canada auxicus enquiries were
mnade as to bis condition. and there was mucb speculation on
tise political effect of bis prospective retirement froîîî the

leadersbip of bis party in Ontario. Happily the report
turne(l out to be baseless iii fact. The Premier comes nack
bale and vigorous, and seemingly as well fltted to resume bis

labours as lie bas been any tiîne for the last twenty years.

He comnes of a .strong and lcng-lived stock ; and altbougb few

nien bave worked liarder, witb as little relaxation, for baîf a

century or more, there is no sign tlîat lie may flot be good
for lîalf of anotber generation. Sir Oliver bas liad a dis-
tînguisbied career. H1e was called to the bar early iii life,
and was net long in building up a practice. For two or
tbree years lie served this city of Toronto as an alderman.
Nearly forty years ago bie obtained a seat in Parliament, and
came to bie recognized as one of the leaders tliere. H1e is
omie of the four or five mnen now left alive wbo prepared the
schine of Confederation, and it is well known that a portion
of tlîat scîjerne was the product of li-; brain, The judicial
habit of mind wlîicb bias always cbaracterized Sir Oliver-
the industry witu whicb facts are collected and the patience
and accuracy witlî wbich tbey are weigbed, eoliated, and
g-eneralized-naturallv fitted hîini for a seat on the Bencb, and
tbe few years of service iii that capacity qualified himn aIl the
better for a discbarge of tbe functions iii wbiclh lie bas been
latterly eînployed. Sir Oliver Mowat is now in the twenty-
fourth year cf bis Premniership, a longer period cf unbroken
rule, it lias often been said, tlîan lias fallen to tie lot cf any
other First Minister in Great Britain or lier Colonîies.
Tbcusands cf young inen voted for and against Sir Oliver's
Governînent at. the last greneral elections who were net born
wben the seals cf office were placed in bis bauds in 1872 ; and
uow in the seventy-sixth year cf bis age, witlî a long political
record of deeds and possibly inisdeeds behind him, for no
man eau be f ree f rom some mneasure cf wrong-doing, he is to
aIl buinan seerng as strong in the confidence cf the people
as at any period cf lus career. A public reception bas been
spoken cf te mark the present home-coming, wbicb men o)f ahl
parties appear te faveur. There is ne reason why sucli an
honour should not be paid, nor why men cf ail political
parties migbt net unite in paying iii. There are peints cf
diflèrence between politicians, oif course, and sometimes tbey
are s0 sharp as to muake divisions along social hunes. But
even politîcians agree more than tbev differ; and in the case
cf Sir Oliver Mowat politicians cf every party and sbade cf
Party will agree tlîat lie is an bonest inan, a tborougb-goiug
Canadian, and a firîn adberent cf British connectien.

The elections to the Senate cf the Univer-

Tornte Uniestyl sity cf Torontoi are ove r and the re8ults
Sonte letiosbave been published in the daily papers.

An erîca intationu cf tbese shows that a large majority cf the

graduates disapprove cf the conduct cf a section cf tbe under-
graduates anti thîeir sympathizers in the then existing Senate.
Theresults h*tve shown that tiiere is a remar-kable différence iu
the mental perspective between the graduates in arts and these
in law. Inî 1892 the Hon. W. R. Meredith was a candidate
in the law section, but wa., defeated. In the election just
completed th(e Chief Justice beads the poîl in arts, receiving
the votes cf 84 per cent. cf the graduates, wbile bis col-
league on the bench, Justice Street, is defeated as a candi-
date iii the lam, section. Another noticeable fact is found in
the electicu cf the Hon. A. R. iDickey, the Minister cf
Militia, wbo eceupies the third place in the list. It is safe
te say that two years ago lie was scarcely known te the
graduates cuber thani those who completed their undergr , duate
course with himn, and duriug the election it was the opinion
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