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T i', Franico Ilussian Alliance, bîeing iiow an official filct
appeiîrs to nîany )îcpie as if thue end tif tire world biati

'reIlStand, IScotland xvhere it did ;' Lu France i lie feel-
Ing is very iinixetl on tire wliole inatter. No elle cali sc what
France glulîs exactly, wttl uc ussia scores, i.s iliaking lîay wlihile
the sunl shiîîes. Tire twc questions that abscî'b cthe at teli
tienl cf the Frenchi are the repessessian cf Alsace anid tire
jCtin cf th-e British frori Egypt, two very difficult nuts

tecak It niay bo acceptcd as a fact that Russia wilt îlot
g' o ewaî- witbi Gorniany aîîd Engtand t'> thaîige tire Euro-
Pean Coîigress settîcînent cf tbese two questionis. Un the
cOntrary it is likelv te have the opposite etlect. Tire Frenich
hav ît one feari of the alliance Ilussia inay drag tiieni

itoadipluomatic dcad bock. Tlîe bestcwab of tire ortbci cf
8St. Antlrew ori M. LFaure by the Czar shows tChat tire latter
has,.n ne dging about the alliane. And people m.îile at tire
tiifling9 cf the Ineveliients cf the allies that wibl now îîîarclî,
liko Juno's swlans, coupled anid inseparalbe.

Franice and Russia have as good a righit te alby, or exe-
Quec a oeariage (le ao, as any other poxvers o nly they
'liuSt net becoîne seur if otiier powers furîn uow alliances.
At present tie trump card is iii the bîands cf Englantl. Can
site play it webl ý? Tlîat is to e hloped rathier thair expectetl.
lhowc'ver, bier independent situationi wibl niake even allied
POwers march cautiousby ; she nmust show heîiccforth more
reseluti011 more oucrgy, more ticcisien than lieretofore, wlîile
flot coasing te ho on the best terris with all. The officieus
and Oflicial journals liero arc in raptures at the alliatnce ; it
"Pecns that they can bid the qun stand stibl like Joshua and
blow dewn 'uîl J.ericlio's walls with a few tî'uîîpet blasts. No
'."ter Chan Saturday bast L was tatkin'g over the political
lituation with a verv distinguished Russian writcr. J-e says
tîlat Engband and Ilussia were hemn te ho enemies and thiat
eiielies, thoy would romain, but se long as Engtand coin-
lfland5 ' te sea site îîay snap lier fingers at ahl te allies.
l'el' fleet, at preseiit at Kiel, wveuld, hoe says, smnash Up tbîe
xvh0ll cf the tîthier lia\ies asseinbbed there. Perlîaps se, but
lOt the less she wilb bave tt put lier lieuse iii erter and bean

"'t the triple alliance. By tire sealing cf the treaty cf friend-
ship and mutual defeîîce imite Fran ce Bisniaick's influence,
that is to 5,ay Gerînaîiy's, is reoluced tu nutbîing iii Russia.

Till afteî' the Kiel high jiîiks be teriimited the action
cf diplcniatists wilb lie suspendcd. Neutrals now beccîîîe
tl ùe decidino, factor. ire dual lias itut as înry soldiers te
Put 'In bine as tire triple alliance, but wliere anid bow are the
liniteit five ililionis cf armned mîen to enceuitter' The route
hy 4e'% ifavh bebed as blocked f romn the turing cof the first

.ano 114~. The past cati tbrow ne light on the future
the contditions are not tire sanie. Uîilikes cannot ho cein'
Pared.

That a section cf the French do sincerely tbepicie the
aýPearance cf the French fooet at Kiel is truc, and that seme

fdylo Oiticians edaorto tmake capital eut cf that
111g canntet 1)0 derîied. But abl the mnanifestations cf

Socialitan sentsitive patriets wilb net éliange the situa-
t'n Tîtere is ne Goveînmcnt to ho turiîed out, tliere is
Ilot "VOi a Boulatnger te speculate in a toc]) d'etat. Alsa-

we merl nay ho represented iii chromo illustrations

P ein a the Frencht sbips in Gerîrtaî waters, being ap-
"ddbY the 1870 victers ; but titat will utît medify tue

* Order cf things. Lt wilb, cf course, kneck the bottein, per-

baps, eult cf the Alsace begend ; the Sisters Ani(e will net
e lytln ccming te Strasbur, foi- nîany a long îlay.

C1c bas te bcw to the cenîsetîuenccs cf bier defeat as other
'ltosuse tlefeated had te do.
80 far, as is perceptible at presont, Rutssia seents te bav e

lwite aib tîe Woestern Powers by lier finarîcial comîpact
twth Chita. The Sour cf ileaven lias piuned bis faitît oitileMýuse0ite, but lie must now ceunt witb powers thiat
'"ll1 ýshowI blituthe ccld shoulder and whe 'vill carry over

tcir infl1uence te Japan. Lt may ho the dcstitîy cf Russia
Oir ote the xvork .of Japhn-that cf bîreaking up theohleeEmpire ;such wveuld net ho opposed te Russian
.ft r ,t, Wlîen the concessions given te Russia are kitown,

' lo likely the Muscovite witl ho allewed te liebp hlmnsoîf
xvh Who le bjected giving te the Japs. The scranible fer

tg dO/ui cf the Flowery Land will proceed nmcre rapidly
an t'le Suappiiig up of territery iti Africa. The Chineso

"cc kep their secrets as closeby as the Japs. Will tbe

Sino-Russe loan find subscîribers enugb in France, as
B1ritisb and German finianciers do not feel inclinced to biesS
tire transaction

Tiiere lias beeîi an extravrdinaiy avalanche of dry-as-
tbust literature recently bearing upon Napoleon. Ncxx a
lest lias set iii to produce histories and begends about the
powert of cruisers in wvar t-hat is viewvet as the wveapon foi'
the anihlilation of L1ngland's maritime strengtlî and weaitli.
lZussia is to bave a fleet of volunteer cruisers, but England

wviii hiave a baker's dozen of fleets to catch theni. .Jean
Bart and Paul .Jones would not he able to go far in these
days of steanii cruisers and intelligence departîineîts witli
ail the round tire wcrld telcgraphic wvres ii tire li , a

the a,(,, f Eglnd.Nýlie-eare thje cruisers to coal, where

l)uur Chiat shIeltersý a cruiser- W oult li at once shelled, andi,
if in a neutral port, the vruiser w0ul(i have to leave after 24t
hours' notice. If outside the Baltic or Vbadivostock in
~,'înter, wliere would 11ussian war-sliips biibernaite ? French
writers caniiot see tis evcntuulity.

A discussion is now taking place over the subject of
creination, not versus inhumation, but of the folby of stor-
ing the asiles of the incinierated in an urn, and placing tire
latter, like a letter-box, in a Columbarium or a sort of
Posto-liestanto. One party desies that the ashes be scat-
tered o-ver 'the soul, pcrliaps as a fertilizer, or into the Seine,
as were those of Jeanne d'Arc. But the majority, and they
are the ladies, the Il warmest " advocates of creination, who)
defend the urus. Is it of such importance to store up rexfes
tChat will ho 50 quickly forgrotten ? The remains of Lamennais
and X-lozart, nu une is twitie wlÏetz they wvere precisely
intered, yet the souvenir of the dcpartcd live, i bearts tiîey
beave behind, and we know that is itet te die. Llnder the
First Revolution, a citizen undertook to incinerate ail the
Paris dead, at bis own expense, if allowed te utilize tîteir
aslies for agriculture lie pointed witb pride te bis garden
crops, fertilized by tire ceroches cf relatives. The age is, îot
yet arrived at tChat degree of utilitarianismi.

Frencbi architects and builders are hcunid by law t o lie
hiable for the structures they run up, for a period of ten
years folwing the coiopletion cf the work. Unabie to hav e
tîtat clause abolishied, they have cbainie that the tell years
ougblt to commne to rui whelîn the lii use, for exaînple, is
finishied. The Council of State lias just ruled that the coin-
înenciing date is that froîin tire moment the owner formalîx'
accepts tire conmpleted building. BoLli architect and huilder
have to give solvent security for their toll years' responsildl-
ity, an(l which is donc for thein by a special insurance
company Titis explains why there are nu .Jerry bouses in
Paris. A bouse in the city is solidly built of stone and ironi,
almost ne wood is employcd and is destinied to last :300
years. Betwecu 3 and 4 per cent. is the intcrest, ci relit,
yielded for the capital investcd. Lt lias been said that foots
liuild lieuses for wise mon te live in. The knowing. people
xvith cash te lcnd, prefer a mortgagc on bouse property as
the best cf securities. Wlien a Frenchman makes sufficient.
îneney, bis first act is te ereet a bouse. By living in one of
the apartmoents lie saves î'ent, but the worst bouse in which
te reside is that where the landlord is a co-tenant. Hc lias
eurfew bell rubes and regulatiens, and martial law judg-
monts. Z.

LiLt)IloI LAtUYe I\ Al1tivs

Tire Il Vagrabonds " have eaten their dinnier, and the lady
gnosts did full juastice te thre invxitations. They camle Il look-
ing indiscreet," as they are supposed to doe, cbiatted aîttiably
with ecd othci, ate gencrcusly cf tire good tliin 'gs provided,
smukcd sparingly thoir gold tipped cigarettes, and cnvied
very lîeartily the fortunate ladies whiu werc placed nearest
the chairman. Mr. Moncure Conway hiad a fearful responisi-
bilîty which hie carricd as mildly as lie dees bis ovcning
drcss. Fortunatcly for him ho did net hlear of the littie
quarrelling among the lady guests for the bcst positions on
the I"higb table," cisc ho niiglt bave frowncd. But a brother

Vagabond " did, and for very shamne bce lowercd bis cycs,
stoppcd bis cars and inurmurcd te hiniscif, "J wish the
New Woman wcrc a little more cf a gentleman." Howevcr,
ovcrybody was at last made conifortablo and cnjoyed berseif

or bimsclf riglit merrily. Aftcr the incal, thc chairnian rose
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