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THIE MONTHS OF THE YEA R. 0

T R~E time takeni by the moon in niakiug its revelution cf
Ithe eartb gave risc te the division cf the year into

months, thougli the lunar year is divided into thirteen,
and the caiendar year into but twelve, menths. The suni
measures turne for us, and bas donc se for thousands cft
years, since the frst Chaldican shepherd measured the
morning and the eveniug ,sbndows on tbe sand, and firstf

dreamt cf time by observinq the suni by day, and the
stars by nigbt. The Frenchi Revoluticnists cf 1793, in their
hurry te change ail things, made their year begin wbeu
ours arrives at its fuition, their Vendemaire or Vintage t

month bing coincident witb our Meptember 22nd. We,
foilowing the rule cf ages and the Roman Calendar,
make January, frein Janus, the two-faced deity, leoking
botb into the past and presenit year, begin in tbe mid-
winter cf our days.

To quete the admirable calendar cf montbs, by Spenser,
wbich will neyer grow old, se truc is its description

First camie nId JanuarY, wrapped well
Ie inauy weeds to keep the cold away.

Yet lie djd quaze anti juiver, like te queli,
Anid blow is nails, te warm them if lie mnay.

A quarius is the zodiacal aigri cf this, the coldest month
in the year. In ancient pictures, January is represented
as a woed-cutter, witb a littie wood under bis arm, blow-
ing bis fingers te warm tbem;- aud standing near hi, the
figure cf Aquarius, or Water-bearer, because the sun enters
this sign in the heaveus on the l9tb cf this montb.

Ccld February sat in an oid waggen, for hoe could not
ride. This waggon was a sort cf hoat, wbich twe fishes
drew tbrough the waters. By bis aide ie lied bis pleugli
and liaruess, and be bad also bis pruning-knife for the
trees before the leaves appeared. The naine February is
derived frein the cir--umstances, that during this mcutb
occurred the Roman festival called the Lupercalia, and
aise Februalia, from februare, te purify. Pisces in the
sigu for February, because on the eighteenth cf the montb
the sun enters the sîgu Pisces in the zodiacal belt. It is
an appropriate emblem, because fiali multiply more than
any ethor created beingH, oe u udred tbcusand yeung
being a sinaîl farnily for a big fish ; and se it aptly indi-
cates the approacli cf spring, when ail nature is about te
burst forth into uew life. The Saxons used te represent
this month as a vine-dresser, pruning trees, or, in smie
instances, warming bis bauds, by beating thein across tic
body, thus picturing the coldueasacf the early year.

When je the zodine the fiig wheel round.
They louse the flonds and irrigate the groued;
Then husbaedmnen resuine their wonted toil,
Voke their %trong steer4, and plougli the yielding moil
Then prudent gardleners seize the happy tiîee
To dig and trench, and prune for shoots te clinh,
lnspect tliir bordera, mark the eient birth

Of plan'ts, success8ive, frein the teenîling earth,
Watch the yoiuig irsiiigs with pâternal care,
And hope for" growineg weather " all the year.
Yet February's suea uncertain shino,
For'raie and fro.4t atertiateýly comebines
To stol) tie plougli, with suddeu wintry stormsa
.A.ud often violence the rnoth deforins.

Sturdy 1Nardi rode upon a rani, strongly armed. His
stemu brows were bout, but hoe was kinder than lie seerned
te be. As we say, bis bark was wcrse than bis bite, for
lie beld in his hend, net a sword but a spede ; and lie bad
with hîi a bag f ull cf ail sorts of seeds, and as lie rode en
the rami, ie took haudsful eut and str"wed theni en the
earth. March, (ledicated by Romulus te Mars, the ged cf
war, was the first montb cf the Roman year, which had at
frst but ton menths. Numa, the second Roman King,
added January and February te the clendar, thus making
twolve. Until thc change cf style in 1752, it was con-
sidered as the fint montiî cf the year in England, and the
legel year was reekonci frein Mardi 25th.

Aies is the celestial sigu for the montli cf Mardi, as
the sun euters that sign in the zediec on the twentietli cf
the montli. Perbeps this emblein was chosen because, in

ancient turnes, the increasiug power cf the sun's raya wae
expressed by the bornuscf animais. Iu eld paintinge
Mardi is pountnayed as a man cf a tawny colour and fierce
aspect, witb a blmet ou bis bead-a type cf Mars ; but in
order te make tic emblcm eppropiate te the seasen, and
the labours cf ftic fermer, he is moade leaning on a spode,
holding blossoins iu oee aud and a basket cf seeds on bis
arm. Mrci bas been well described as Nature's Old
Forester, ging thrcugh tic weods and dotting the trees
with, green, te mark eut the spots wicre the future leaves
areýto be hung. The Anglo-Saxons calledit "Hlyd-menath,"
stormy mnonti, and Il fraed-mcuatb," rugged rnenth, as
IlLenet-monati," length mcnth,in nefeence te the lengtben-
ing cf the day at tijis season-the orngin cf the teoru Lent.
There is an old proveri, stili used by the Englsi and
Scotch rustics, which represents Mardi as borcwiug tliree
days froin Apil ; and in the Complaynt of Seoland they
are thus described:

The fint it ihall be wind aud weet,
The next it Bhalh be snow and aeet;
T[he third it shall be sic a freeze
Shall gar the inds stick to the tracs.

]But it is disputed whetber thenseIl"berwed deys " areth
last tbrep cf Mardi, or the firet tbnee cf April.

Freali April, wet witb eiowers, came riding on a bull,
wiose bonus were gilt witb golden 8tuds, and gernisbed
witb galands cf ailtich faire8t flowers and freshest buds
the carti produces. Whetber the naine cf the menti
conies frein aperire, te open, being the inontb cf opening
and unfoldiug buds; or wbetber the naine is in smie way
akin te Aphrodite, seeing that the Romans dedicated the
menti te Venus, the goddess of tbe reproductive powers

of nature-is a question te whicli there seeins te be ne
certain enswer. The Anglo-Saxons called it IlEastme-
rnonatb," but wbetber frein a Saxon gcddess IlEostre,"
or frein an old Teuteuîc word, Il unstan," te mise,
appeers again te be uncertain. By the Dutcb, it was cal-
led IlGrass-mntli." The custoin cf sending eue upon a
bootiese erraud on the firet day cf the month is peniaps a
trevesty cf the seuding hither and thither cf the Savicur
frein Aunas tc Caiephas and from Pilate te fierod,
because during the Middle Ages this scene in Cbnist's life
was made the subject cf a miracle-play et Easter, whicb
occurs in the monti cf April. It is possible, iowever,
that it may be a relic cf some oid heatien festival. The
custorns attacbed te Apnil Focl's day appear te hoe univer-
sal tbnougbout Europe. Iu France, a victin cf the cus-
tom is called un poisson d'Avril; in Scotlaud, a " gwk." It
in curious tiat the 1-iudcos practise precisely sirnilar
tricks on the 3lst cf Mardi, when they bold wiat is
celled the Huli festival.

Faim May followed, the faimest maid te be %een sny-
wiere, decked witi dainties and tlirewiug ficwers ont of
lier cap. She sat on the shoulders cf twins ; and et sigit
cf ber, ail creatures laugbed, lcaped and dauced. The
commen notion that this maoutb was uemed Maius by the
Romans in boueur cf Maia, the mother cf Mercury, is
quite eronecus, fcr tic naine was in use ameng them
long before they knew anything cf Mercury an bis mother.
Thie naine is derived frein the Latin word maius, a contrac-
tion cf magius, frein a rect mag, te grow, May being
tie season of gmowtb. The outbreak into ngw life and
beauty, wbicli marks nature at this turne, instinctively
excites feelings cf gladuess and deliglit; bence it isnet
wenderful that the event should bave at ail tintes been
celebrated. The Romans beld their jioralia, or floral
gaines in this menti, wiile the firet cf Mey-May-day-
was the chief festival boti in ancient and more modern
time.

The zodiacal sign fcr May in Gemini, and it is this
figure emong the beeveuly bedies that the sun enters au
the tweutietb of the month. Ccming just botween spring
and surnier, May is beld as au emblein of the early or
jcycus part cf life, and se in aucieut turnes was pictured as
a ycuth witb a loveiy cuntenance cictbed in a robe cf
white and green, embroidered with bawtborn and daffodils.
On bis bead was a garland cf roses, in oee aud lie beli a
lute, aud on the forefinger cf the other set a niglitingale.
The Saxons used te cail the meuth IlTri-milki," or IlTri-
michi," because the juices cf the ycung spring grass in the
meads wore so nutritious that tiecocws yielded mîlk thnee
times a day.

After May, in tbe words cf Spenser, came jelly June,
arrayed in green leaves, aud niding on a creli, whici bore
lin up, andl weddled ou in an uucoutb manner, witli
croeked crawling legs. June wes narned by the Romnans
frein their goddess Juno, tic Queen cf the beaveus, to
whern the mcntb was dedicated. Sic bore the saine rela-
tion te women thet Jupiter did te mou. Like the Greck
fiera, sic teck a special interest iu marriage, wbence ber
naine ef Juga or Jugatis, the ycke-nîaker; but sie was
aIme a kind cf female providence, pnctecting tbe sex frein
the cradle te the grave. Her epitheto, Yirginali8suad
Jfatrona, iu(licate ths, fier mcutli was considered the
mnt propitioum for fruitf nI mamiages; aud even yet efter
eigliteen centuries cf Christianity, this old Roman faitb
lingers superA.itiously in the popular mmnd.

Tic zodiacal aigu cf J une is Cancer, whicb tbe sun
enters on tic twenty-second, just wben that orb appears
te remain fer a turne stationary, and before it begins te
recede ; this backward motion cf tbe sun is typîfled by [lie
sigu cf the Crab, whose motions are always sideways on
even backwards. Tic anciente represented this month by
a ycunig man clothed in a mentie cf dark green, iaving bis
head ernarnted witi a cerenet cf beets, king-ccbs, aud
maiden-hair, bearing on bis arn a basket cf sumner fruits,
and holding in bis loft baud an eagle. The Anglo-Saxons
called tii. menthIl" Searmronath," or dry monti, sud "Mid-
suminer-inenati," and before [bat"I Wend-inonati," becauso
their cattle then weut te "I wend in tic meddowes."

flot July succeeded joily June. Se bot wes lhe that lie
bad ceet away ail bis garments. fie rode on a lion raging
with anger, but hoe nuled tic wild beast by bis cwn strong
will. Bebind July's bsck was a scythe, and under bis beit
lie lied timuet a sickie big and keen. This menth in [the
bottent in tie year, and omdinarily briugs summer te [the
full. It owes its naine te Juiius Coesar, aften wboma it was
usmed by Marc Antony, Coesan's birtiday occuring on
the twolftb cf this montb ; pnior te tuis the montb was
known as Quintili8. July is usualiy depicted as a stnong
remet imn, witb a swamtby, sunburnt face, nose and baud,
eeîing cherries or other f rait, and clotbed in e liglit yellow

jacket, aet tic girdie cf which bauge e 'bottle ; egarland cf
thynie encircled bis iead. On bis shoulder lie cannies e
scythe ; and et bis side stands Leo, [lie zodiacal sigu for
July, sud wbicb tic sun entened on [ho twenty-tiird cf tic
menti, duning whicb [the heet is generelly more vicient
tan at any otier seasen. By [lie Anglo.Saxcns it was
called IlMaed-monetli," or rnead-rnonth, and «ILitbe-aeftena,"

ton ef ter-mild-mcutb, aise Ilfien-moneti," on foliage-rnentb,
and Il ey-mnnti," or bay-montli, beceuse it was [loir
usuel bey ber vest seesen.

Auguet was drossed in golden garments, wbich swept
the nieadow grass. fie did net ride, but led by tic baud
a levely maid, wlio was crowned witb enrs cf cern, aud
wbese bande wene full. Sic wes tie nigliteous lady wio
used te live in [bis wonld in tic goed old time befone wnong
entened in, and wion pienty ebounded everywhere. August,
originally calied ,Sexilio, reccîived its naine frein tle Emperor

Coesar Augustus, on account of several of the most fertu-
nate events of bis life having occurred during this montb.
On this month lie was flrst admitted to the consulate, and
thrice entered the city in triumph. On the saine montb,
the legions from the Janiculum placed themselves under
his auspices, Egypt was brought under the autbority of the
Roman people, and an end put to the civil wars. The
Anglo-Saxons called it Il Arn-monath," or IlBarn-monatb,'
in allusion to the filling of the barns with corn. It is thus
the harvest-month; and in the drawings found in Saxon
calendars stili in existence, August is pictured as a carter
standing near a loaJed cart of corn. In later turnes,
mowers with scythes were entblems of the montb, and
nearer still to our own times August was drawn as a
ycung man, with fierce counitenance and flowing garments,
crowned with a coronet of wbeat, and bearing a sacrifice,
whilst a sickle hung from his girdie. In England, wben a
mnan bas been successful, it is by no means uncommon to
hear said of him "Il e has made bis harvest," but in France
the expression is, I lHe bas made bis August." The
zodiacal sign is Virgo, which the sun enters on the twenty-
third of tbe month.

September came next, aise on foot. He laboured under
bis heavy burden of harvest riches, with which he had
been bountifully supplied by the earth. In one hand lie
held a knife-hook, and in the other a pair of weights. The
seventb m-fontb in the Roman calendar, thougli the ninth
in ours, it bas stili preserved its original naine. The
Anglo-Saxons called it IlGerst-monath," because they then
gathered in "' gerst," or barley ; it was also known as barvest-
month antil that titie was given to August, and thon
September was represented as a vintager-a man witb a
purple robe, adorned with a coronet of white and purpie
grapes, in bis lef t band a small bundie of oats, and in bis
riglit a cernucopia of pomegranates and other fruits. The
zodiacal sign is Libra, wbich the sun enters on the twenty-
third of the mouth. It is altogether a montb of plenty

The fea8 sla sch as Earth, the general mother,
Poîîrs f rom lier fairest bosoim, when shn siniles
In the emnbrace of Autumn.

October followed-a fellow full of merry gîce, but saine-
wbat unsteady, cwing to the new wîne lie was making, and
frolicsome from the taste of joyous oil. He rode on a
dreadfnl scorpion, and by bis side be bad bis pleughgbare
ready for the autumn seed-time.

October was the eigbth montb of the so-called Ilyear of
Romulus," but became the tentb wben Numa chauged the
commencement of the year to the first of January. Despite
the attempts made by the Roman Senate, and the Emperors
Commodus and Domitian, wbo substituted for a time the
terins Faustinus, Invictus, Dornitianus, the ancient naine
bas yet been retained. Many Roman and Greek festivals
feli to be celebrated in this month, the mest remarkable of
wbich was the sacrifice at Rome of a horse-called October
-to the god Mars. Amonget tbe Anglo-Saxons of elden
timne October was called IlWyn-monath," or wine-montb;
and in somne old Saxon calendars October is pictured as a
buabandinan carrying a sack on bis shoulders, and sewing
corn-expressive of the season being the preper turne for
that work. Iu more modern pictures be is a man clothed
in a robe of the colour of witbering leaves, witb a garland
of oak branches and acrns on bis bead. In bis left band
is a basket of chestniuts, mediars, and other autumnal
fruits ; and in bis right the zodiacal sign, Scorpio, which
the sun enters on the twenty. third of the rnontb. The
scorpion is a venomous rep)tile tbat infests bot cduntries, in
forma mucli like a lobster, whicb carnies a deadiy sting
witbiu its tail, and whicb it bas been known te, turn
against itself.

November came nexi., a very fat man, filled witb lard,
for lie was a feeder of hops; and, thougli the seaplon bad
become chili and bitter, bis brow was weti witb perspira-
tion. He was aIso greatly taken up witb planting trees;
wben lie passed by lie was also riding on a centaur.

November was one of the most important monthe in
connection witb religious ritual of the Romans, and con-
tinues in the same position thougli for othen reasons, in
the Roman Catholie itual. [t was known among tbe
Anglo-Saxons as "Blot-monatb," blood-rnenk, on account Of
tbe genenal siaugbten of cattle at this time for winter pro-
vision-known for a long time afterwards as IlMartininas
beef "-and for sacrifice. It was also called IlWint-rnonath,"
wind-month ; and an old writer says that it was the
oustom of tbe shipt.nen, meauing sailors, to give over sea-
faring until Mardi bad bid thein look for favouring winds.
In old pictures, November is represented as a man clothed
in a robe of changeable green and black, bis bead adonned
with a garland cf olive branches and fruit. In bis left
band lie bolds wiuter vegetables, and in bis riglit band the
the sign Sagittarius, whicb sign of zodiacal belt the sun
enters on the twenty-secoud cf the inontb.

December, cbull December, came at last. But wbat
witb se inucli merry feasting, and se many great bonfires,
ho did not trouble about the cold ; and, moreever, bis
mind was gladdened by the hirth cf our Savieur. Hie
rode a sbaggy, bearded goat, and in bis baud lie carried a
broad and deep bowl, frein whicb lie drank beartiîy tbe
healtb cf all bis fllow-rnonths. This montb bas its naine
frein being the tenth and last in the Alban calendar. Our
Saxon ancestors called it Ilmid.winter-inth " and ciYule
month," whilst it was aise known as "llaligb-mnath," lioly
moutb, because we celebrate then our Lord's nativity. In
anciont pictures lie is represented as an old mnan, witb a
grirn ccuntenance, clothed with fors, weariug several capo
on bis head, and baving a very red nose and beard from
which bang icicles. On bis back is a bundle cf bolly and
ivy, an(l in one cf bis bauds, wbicb are in furred gleves,
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