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READJNGS FROMV CURRENT LITERA TUBE.

TUE ALLEGED INORBASE OP ROMAN CATHOLICS 111- ENOLAND.
Wtare glad to see that a writer in the Quarterly Review has exploded

th" absurd but widespread impression that Roman Catholicism is increas-
iUg il, this country. The statistics that are perpetually publishepd mean
ilûthing except a great Irish immigration. The Catholic Directory
elaitus 1,350,000 Roman Catholics in England. 0f those flot less than
e0,000 are Irish Roman Catholics. When to tbese we add the ue3

foreign Catholics, it reduces the purely Englishi adherents to about haif a
'nIin When we take into account the immense increase of the popu-ltOit appears that Roman Catholicism is relatively much wpaker in

Enlgland to-day than it was one hundred years ago. Whatever strenlgib it
l"s is mainly the result of our wicked conduct lu [reland. The Orangeinen
Of «Ulster are the best English-speaking friends the Pope lias ever had sincethe reign of Henry VIII. We believe that eveni in the Church of Eng-
land the sacerdotal party hias now reached the summit of jts triumph, and

about to descend into comparative impotence. The new school of
CleIgrgyen at Cambridge is saturated with the liberal tbeology of Canon
Westcott. Even at Oxford the most gifted of the younger moen are begin-
niflg to discover that Chiristianity did nlot originate in tiie fou rth Century.E'angelical Christians have no occasion for the panics in whicbi tbey soine-tiiueB indulge. Let them heartily recognîze ail that iii good, botb in Romli
ali8~lu and lligh Anglicanison. But it is as mischievous to fear as it is
Wjcked to hate either of those sections of Catholic Christians.-pthodist
T'imes.

CHANGED TÂcTICS OP HOME RULERS.
IT is a great thing however, to have got Mir. Gladstone's pledge to faci-litate iu every way the business of the Session, oni condition that rea'soîable

OPPOrtunities shall be given to the Parnellite Party and to the Radical Party
to4i their grievnce in Parlianient. Weaeail of us willin1g to furnislb

fol', is to stifle the fair and reasonable discussion inlParliamnlt of any con -
trOerted issue. To do se would be to substitute a dt.spotîc foi' a free Con-etitUtion, and even truc Conservatives do not wish that, inuch less truc

'Libera]s.' We want to see the majority fairly ruling, instcad of simply
Pea'%IYzed by the minority. But we do not want to sec the îninority

Slfcd It should bc conflned to the reasoîjable privileges of nîlfiorities,
h as no right to wield the power of the majority as wcll. If we can

secure that, we shall be quite satisfied to leave it to the country to judgewhether the xnajority or the mînority were in the right in refusing ',hle
oieuand of the Irish majority that the United ICiîgdoîn should bc broken
UP- Our opponents have opened the Session in a style of mnoderation

w'ch does them credit. We must not be misled by aniy suspicions as to
the motive of their policy, into any want of pi-oper appreciation of their

dvce.Nothing could lie in botter taste than Mr. Gladstone's speech,
8 1d if the Parnellite Membeî's do but observe in future the saine discipline
W}iich they observed on Thursday night, we should have as little rigrht to
tCoîiplaiin of them as we have to complain of the Scotch Members. 0f
ýou'8e, it will nlot be so. The passions which have been raging s0 fiercelyr'terecess will not vanish at a word froni Mr. Parnel; and even if they
ehouîd, we înay be sure that seine excuse would be found for raising them

~~if the policy of stilling them were discovered to be a failure. But every
Rhwon from disorder and obstruction is a night gained, and though we

Cnu0t augur a fruitful Session from the strange calmn of the tirst night's
deotwe can at least recognize and imitate Mr. Gladstone's moderation,thed COucse engaemenlts which he has voluntarily undertaken towards
th 5 lous of ommns and the country. -Spectalor.

OUR LIBRARY TABLE.

SSToiiv OF THE EARTH AND MAN. By Sir John W. Dawson, LL.I.).,

T2hiE is a cheap but neat and substantial cloth-bound edition of Sir J.D. awson's work. 0f the work itself, little need be said. It hias heen
Published for some time, and its merits are Weil known. The author dealsIth Problerns of great interest and difficuit, but in sucli a way as to maire
tir 'Itatveven to unscientific readers. lie presents his "subject in the4det i wih it appears to a geologist whose studies have led him toP1 are wiheach other the two great continental areas which are the
r 8ic ground of the science, and who retains bis faith in those unseen

'tisof which the history of the earth itscîf is but one of the shadows
Proiedted on the field of time."

'~C4TÂLOQTJE 0F CANADIÂN BIRDS. With notes on the distribution of
the Species. By Montagu Chamberlain. St. John, N.B. : J. & A.
MoMll 1 n.
bI411 is preface, the author of this valuable work deplores the littie

"est taken in ornithology by our scientitic men, especially by those con-46" With the Geologîcal Survey. Holding the opinion that aIl that cau
learnied about our /àuna is no-w knownl to science, the leading scientiflc
liof the Dominion have takeii little interest in the investigations that
1ebewn going on and have withheld ail encouragyement from students of

o'tbooy This indiffereiice, lie says, is the bone great reason whylIthly bas nlot made the ad vances iu Canada that it has lu other
luttiý I support of this lie quotes freely from irominent Americanl'aurali ts, who are unanimous iu their opinions as to the nîglect of this

in l Canada. Mr. Brewster, of the Museum of Comparative Zoology~tUbidgeMas.,loss, IIWhat lias Canada doue for ornithology ? Simply

notbing, excepting the little that hias resulted froin purely private inves-
tigations and from work iinstigated, and lu some cases paid for, on tliis side
of the line. . . . Speaking in general teri'mu, Canada-auj especially
its North-Western provinces-is stili a vu-gin field, about which we are in
almost total igynorance." The author, wbo is, we believe, one of the miost
prominent and industrious of Canadian ornithologists, lias d0ine a very useful
and valuable service to the science by compiling tbis catalogue. It is the
first work in ý;bich aIl the birds of Canada have been named ; it gives the
latesit iîîethod of naming and classifying the birds, and gives, aiso the
geogr .aphical distribution, breeding area, relative abundaace, aid the range
lu winter of eaclî bird. The author 18 îlot limsehf satisfied with tie
portion of tlîe work respecting g2ographical distribution ; but witb so few
worker8 lu so wide a field it was impossible to avoid incompleteness and
perhaps inaccuracies. Hie deserves mnuch praise for the ability and zeal
whicht has enabled hiui to produce a work wbiei xviii dotibtloss "lprove of
some adva-ntage to ail who take an interest lu our birds," and of service to
students of the science.
SORIPTURE READîNOS for use ini the Public and ELAg Schools of O)ntario;

Revised Edition. Toronto : William Briggs.
This is a second edition of the Selections froîn Scripture for use in the

schools about which there lias been s0 much bitter, iîîîeîxssary, and perhaps
insîncere controversy. It lias been î'evised by the' saine committee of
clergymen and laymen that examined and approved thie compilation before
it was authorized by the Ejlucation Department, and it 18 now isstied with,
many of tlîe changes and imiprovemecnts whiclî were sgeedth rougliout
the controversy excited by its first publication. lI'ho ilno).t noticeable and
important change is the addition to ecdi selection of a reference to) the
chapter lu the Bible fî'oîn whîch it is taken and th(e verses it comîprises.
The want of this reference was a serious defeet lu the tlrst edition ; it made
a critical examination of the work infinitoly more dithcult-a eircuinstaiice
wbîch, perhaps, added soule rancour to the criticisin it recoived. The
ncew edition is wcll printed and substantially l>ound. Lt contains tlîe
Departiuental Regulations respectiiig religions exorcises and inistr-uction iii
Public and High Schools, and a very full table of coniteiits, set.ting out the
chiapter and verses from the Bible and the 4ub.ject of ecdi lossoji.
THE IPiRoOîEss 0F LEARNINO. A Pocini delivored at the celebration of

the Centeunial of Columubia College, New York, April 13tlb, 1887.
By George Lansing Taylor, S.T. D., L.II. 1). New York : John B.
Alden.

The deliveî-y of Ilorations " aud addresses in verse at college commence-
ments and ou other occasions has becomo a coînni cus4tof iii the United
States. Trhis poem was written for and read at the fesrtivitics iii celebration
of the centennial annivcrsary of the re-chîarteî-ing of old Kiîîg's College,
New York, and its change of naine to Columnbia College by the Legislature
of the State of New Yor'k. It is an accouîît in rhymed couplets

0f Learning's progresq, Learning's schoOls and sagest,
And march illustrions down the illîîniiiîedl ages -
Her trials, her inartyrdoms, her tiîîph's glorioîtis
Her sway forever wîdening and glorioit."

These, the opening lines, indicate very fairly the style and the subject-
matter of the poem. Lt will not be read for its poctical beauty, but as an
essay it contains much to instrnct and interest young collbgiatns and other
students. The book 18 neatly printed and bound in ornamnited cloth. covers,
and, like ail Alden's books, rcmarkably cheap.

Scribner's for Mardi is chiefly noticeable for the large numuber of fine
portraits and fac-similes of MSS., etc., which it contains. A Shelf o/ Old
Books is an account of some of the books lu the private collection made by
the late James T. Field%. Lt is exceedingly interesting, and contains
portraits of Leigh Hlunt, Shelley, Keats, Barry Cornwall, and the artist
Severn. The concludiug instalment of Mendelssohn's Letters fo Mosclîeles
is aiso ricb in portraits and fac-similes. Robert L, uis3 Stevenson continues
bis essays, this time writing in bis own charming way about Beggars.
The opening article on Waterloo gives, so far as it goes, a clear and inter-
esting account of that eventful campaign.

H'arper's for Marcb is a rich number, both in illustration and literary
matter. Mr. E. Bowen Prescott gives lu the first article interesting
sketches of the leading modern painters of Spain. Another article
describes the Old Virginian plantation whicb was once the property of
Mrs. Custis, afterwards Mrs. Martha Washington. Charles Dudley
Wariier begins a series of papers on the Great \Vest, and Mr. W. D.
Howells concludes À Litt le Se'i8s 8ojourn. A paper on the Empress Eugé-
nie presents that unfortunate lady in a new light, andi gives inany new
aud iitteresting details of hier life. A eu) Euylantl V1îgabond, by Col.
Higginson, gives au entertaining accounlt of a tramip of Revolutionary tumes.
Canadian readers will turn with zest to Mr. Farnhan's accounit of the
French voyageurs and lumibermen on the Saguenay, which is î'ichly illus-
trated by Howard Pyle and other artists.

LITERARY GOSSIP.

JOHN B. ALDEN bas in press a book entitled The Land of the Pueblos,
by the wife of General Lew Wallace.

A NEW volume of poemos by James Russell LoweIl, enittled I!eartsease
and Rue, will be published early lu March by Houghton, Mifflin, and
Company.

THE Tillotson Newspaper Syndicate have arranged to publish, the
Reminiscences of J. L. Toole, the comedian, related by himnself and chron-
icled by Joseph Ratton.
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