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THE CRUCIFIX CONQUERED.

How the Rev. Harmar C. Denny,
8. J., Became a Catbolic.

In the Messenger of the SBacred Heart
for June, the Rev. Harmar C. Denny, 8.
J., recites the story of his conversion and
gives his personal impressions of Card-
inal Mansing, who Lad gently led him

"into the Church. He writes:

The. recent publication of & Ife of
Cardinal Manning has ealled forth so
much comment, both favorable and
especially unfavorable, that I have been
asked to jot down my impressions of
him. Impressiops they are, and of a
most lasting kind, for he was my friend
and guide in the most eventful period of
my life.

My acquaintance with him l»egan in
1857, when I was a student at the Uni-
versity of Oxford. I wasthen 23 years
old and a member of St. John’s College.
My first two years at Oxford had been
passed at St. Mary’s Hall, where one of
my intimate friends was Walter J. B.
Richards. He was two years anhead of
me, and, having been dissatisfied
with the claims of the Church of England,
had become a Catholic, and was then a
member of Cardinal Manning’s commu-
nity of Oblates of Bt. Charles, at Bays-
water, London.

1 had been brought up a Presbyterian,
but at Oxford all my associates were
Anglicans. Without any study of Epis-
copalianism—in fact, yery little attention
was given to dogma in those days——I
decided to conform to the established
church. I also concluded to become a
clergyman, and applied to Dr. Samuel
Wilberforce, then bishop of Oxford. He
accepted my baptism as valid and agreed
to receive me as a candidate for holy
order, which implied a curacy. This
was quite a condescension on his part, as
Anmerieans are rarely adopted.~ Having
thus  settléd” my futuré career, it
time to prepare to take the degree of
B.A.

The Christmas vacations bad just
begun, and my plan was to go to Brigh-
ton to be coached for the examination
by Mr. Austin, 8 scholar at St. John's
College, Oxford, when who should ap-
pear upon the scenebut Walter Ricbards.
He came, Le said, to visit bisfriends and
talk over old times. He was going to
London that afternoon and I arranged
to accompany him. When he got to
the station I noticed that he bought a
second class ticket. I followed suit. It
was my first lesson in poverty. - As i
happened, we were the only passengers
in the railway compartment.

Naturally, the subject of our conversa-
tion was religion. 1 declaredthatl had
three insuperable difficulties to becom-
ing a Catholic. He only laughed and
inquired whatthey were, First of all, I
said, I could never accept Papal infal-
libility. It had not been defined, but I
knew that all Catholics believed it. Dif-
ficulty number one was soon dissipated,
for it was ap imaginary one. I had
thought that infallibility meant impec-
cability. The explanation of the real
doctrine was quite satisfactory. Then
came the second obstacle, 1 can believe,
I said, in the God-man, but I really
cannot believe in the God-woman. I
thought that this was a poser. But Rich-
ard only laughed, saying that the glory
of the Blessed Virgin was in being a
creature and yet mother of our Creator,
to whom she gave humén nature inas-
inuch as being a creature she had it to
give. So my imagined doctrine of a

second incarnation of God in Mary was |

exploded. Then came diffically namber
three. How about keeping feasts and
fasts and forbidding to marry ?  Before
1 knew it. Richards had ¢onvinced me
of speaking like a Manichee. The
ground seemeq to be crumbling beneath
me.

When we reached London we went
to Bayswater, and I was introduced to
Dr. Manning. What were my impres-
gions ? First of all I was struck with
the simplicity and poverty of the little
house then cccupied by the Oblates. It
was a great contragt to the quarters of
the Oxford dons, and no legs was the
contrast between the gentle gnd cordial
manner of Dr. Manning andd his com-
panions and those of the’ dignified and
cold university dignitaries.

Dr. Manning himself was then in his
prime and extremely handsome. One

could not help but remark the intellectu-
ality of the forebesd and the tenderness
of the nose and mouth. ‘

He received me very kindly and took
me up to hisroom. I remember how 1
had to wade through piles of books to
enter the rather small room he occupied.

My friend Richards had told the Doctor
 that T had made up my mind to be a
minister. “There is no use in doing
that,” he said. “You might as well stay
as you are.” “But were you not happy
at Lavington ?° T asked. *“Yes,” he
answered, “those were happy days,
There is only one thing better, and that

is to be a Catholic priest.”

“How long will it be before Richards
will be ordained a priest ?” I asked (he
was then in minor orders). “In a year
or g0 was the answer. This rather
encouraged me. It wounld not take me
so Jong if I decided upon the step, thought
T to myself.

Dr. Manning did not press me but
gave me two or three of his tracts to
read. One was on “The Grounds of
Faith,” and consisted of four Jectures
delivered by him in St. George’s Cathe-
dral, Southwark. The other was on
«'he Office of the Holy Ghost Under the
Gospel.” This he afterwards developed
into two volumes : *The Internal ard
External Missions of the Holy Ghost.”

Ad it was December 10, gonseguently
in the octave of the Immaculate Con-
ception, there was to be a procession in
honor of the Blessed Virgin in the
Church that evening. I was present,
but ¢id not take part in what I consider-
ed carrying around an idol, the statute
of Our Lady.

I took temporary ]odgmgs in Albanv
gtreet, at a safe distance from Bayswat-
er. Iintended to carry cut my plan of
going to Brighton to prepare with Mr.
Austin for my degree.

I kept away from danger until Christ-
mas, when I went to St. Mary of the
Angels for pervice, I was 1mpressed ab
%hu’blght of 80 many clerics in copes as-
sisting at ttie offfce, but I 88w no one to
spedk to, In January T ealled at the
house, but Richards was out. I pext
made up my mind to have another in-
terview with Dr. Manning. It wag g
Saturday nigbt, and be was in the gac-
risty on bis way to the confessional: The
Blessed Sacrament must have been there

temporarily, for I remember that he

what is he worshipping that vestment
case for ?

The Doctor was very friendly and took
me to his room. I had been reading
and getting up objections. So I opened
on him with the difficulty : IfI stay a8
T am or ifI become 8 Roman Catholic,
it is only the result of exercising private
judgment. Therefore [ am just ag well
off as [ am. ' '

He was attentive and repeated the
objection, making it appear even stropg-
gr than I had pul: it. He then pointed
out that, if by private judgment I meant
using my reason, I was bound as an in-
telligent being to do this ; not indeeq to
sit in judgment of religion, but to ex-
amine the proofs of the existence of a
divinely appointed guide in all the dor-

| trines of religion. In other words, that

I was bound to examine the credentials
or motives of credibility for accept-
ing the claims of the Church, ‘He
showed me how Christ Himself hag ap-
pealed to His credentials that he wgap a
teacher sent from God. People were to
believe the works they 8aw ; the blind,
the deaf, tbe dumb, the lame, the gick
were cured, and the dead were rairg(.

I was convinced that the Church was
the divinely-appointed guide. 8o [ re-
turned to Oxford, sold off my furnitare,
talked the matter over with my friends
and went back to London. A ¢hange
was worked in me, so this time I hired
poor lodgings close to Bayswater. " The
final step must soon be taken. [ went
to say good-bye to Dr. Manning hefore
going to my old tutor, Dr. Stocker, at
Draycott rectory.

“Why are you going ?’ he asked

“To prepare for my degree,” I answer-
ed. .
“Why do you do that ?”” be inquired.

“Because it i8 my duty,” I replied.

“What is duty ?”” he continued, but
explained it himself by quoting a pass-
age of St. Cyrian. The gist of it was
that when the intellect is convineed the
will must act. I knew well what he
meant.

genuflected, and I thought to myself, b

Dinner {ime came,
key of the sacrlsty andsaid :  “Go over
there and pray.” I went. I was prob-
ably the bluest mortal in London, be-
cause I realized the hour for decision
had come.

At the entrance of ‘the sanctuary of
the Church was an arch bearing the
Rood. As I prayed there the figure of
Christ seemed to he hanging on the
crogs in midair. You believe in Christ,
I said to myself ; which chiurch has kept
bright the true idea of Him—which
church has the cruciix? Only one.
This settled the matter for me. The
crucifix had congnered.

I then went to Dr. Mapning’s room and
knelt down on the priedien. Soon after
he came in and found me kneeling. I
first became aware of pis presence by
feeling his arms aroundme. “You have
had a hard struggle ” pe said :  “'tell me
all about it.” Why, thought I to my-
self, I can talk to him as I would to my
mother, and before I realized it I bad
made a general confeggion of my whole
life.

“Now,” said he, yog are tired ; get
vourdinner,” rest Yoursélf and come bacL
this evening.” 8o I went to the Greaf
Waestern Hotel at Pgdgington and carri-
od out his injunctiong,

That very evening, bafore the altar of
St. Charles, I was bz;pmmd conditionally,
adding the name of (;hgles to my own.

In those days g yeception into the
Church was quite mmpj’é, there was a
profession of faith, byt ghere was no sup-
plemental ceremony in baptlsm, merely
the pouring on of thé water with the
formula and then conditional absolution.
There was benedictios of the Blessed
Sacrrment, a8 it wag Jap. 21, feast of 8t
Agnes, and this was g fiftiug close of a
momentous day for me; .

The next day I received a visit at the
hotel from Mr. Palin, dean of the facalty
of 8t. John's College, Oxford., He had
been sent by Dr. Wynger, president of
the college, to interview me.

Mr. Palin sald:  vI understand you
are going to th&npinal column of Catho-
licity. Pbe cburch:of England hag also
u. part of the verbetrate system, Of
course coming as you do from Presby-
terianism, you might aswell go to the

ge gave me the

column, but for me, I shall stay where 1
am. You have got‘the impulge : 1 bave
not. Take the leap, but don’t .come

ack.”
I assyred him tbat I would not, I re-

turned to Oxford to make my fina] gettle-
ment and called on Dr. Wynter, who
wad of the old school, wore a very stiff

‘high collar and was extremely digpified.

Although there was no religiong test in
vigor, subscription. to the thjrty.nine
articles Laving been abrogated, still' St.
John's College would not sheltey within
its venerable walls a convert to Rome.

1'This the president gave me tg ynder I

stand. As my mind had already been
made up, it did not affect me at 41,

My old tutor Austin ig reported to
bave circulated the following as the
awful verdict of Dr. Wydier. “Mr.

Venny bas risked his eternal ggjyation, |

bas lost his place in the university a.nd
bas forfeited my favor.”’

Among my friends at St.John’%s was R
F. Clarke, now well known gag g Jesuit |8
Father and writer of phllosoph:cai and
religious books.

He belonged to the same “Breakfast

Club,” and was one of the “tjptinnabula- |

tors,” whose duty it wag to call the
¢lub- members to breakfasi'held in turn
in our different quarters.

He remained a couple of years longer
at 8t. Jobn’s, sook his degree of M. A.,
and became in turn scbolar and fellow
of his alma mater. I bade him good-
bye in ’58,and did nut see bim again un-
til be came to New York in: 1334 -when
we met as members of the game religi-

 ous order.

Having taken leave of all my Oxford
friends, I went back to Londen and set

tled down in a lodging near gt Msarv’sj

of the Angels, Bayswater. T pecame an
Oblate of 8t. Charles, and begap to study
with the other young membpers of the
community,

After a few months of happy m‘a at
Bayswater, it was decided that I sbould
go to Rome to complete my gtudies. S0
in October 1858 I;took up my residence
in the Collegio Pm, attached to the Eng-
lish college in Rome. I enjoyed. great
freedom. I went when I pleaged to the
lectures - of the Jesuit Fathers in the
Roman College.

¢
3

‘|otber creeds.

My life in Rome was drawing to a close.
I bad been o,-dghxed deacon on the eve
of Trinity su;;aay, 1860, by Cardiral
Patrizzi, in the venerahle Basilica of
8t. John Lateran. Dr. Manning thought
it advisable tor me to go back with him
to England for the summer, saying that
I might perhapﬂ return in the fall. I
remember the farewell visit we paid
Cardina] anm]m He was vary graci-
ous and gaid: “This is your Bethle-
hem, your house of bread, where you
are to lay dn your supply for future
needs,” and urged my return. But this
Was not to be.  In October I made a re-
treat witl the Passionists at Highgate,
London, in p,eparation for my ordina-
tion. Qp the foast of All Saints, 1860, I
was ordained priest by Bishop Morris,
being aggigted st mv first Mass by Dr.
Mnnni“g’ who bad been made a mon-
signor an( prothenotary apostolic dur-
ing hig |agt visit to Rome. 1Isang my
firast High Mass on the feast of my patron
8t. Chiarles, in the Church of St. Mary of
the Angels, go desr to me by associa-
tions, for thera T had been received into
the Chyreh and. bad made my first
coMmunion,

The e.vation of Dr. Manning to the
Archb;g},opﬂc of Westminster occurred
in 1865, and Father Denny resolved to
leave Lngland. He came back to his
native city of Pittsbury, where he found-
ed a brapnch of the Oblates. This did
not succeed, and in 1871 he eniered the
novitiate ay Frederick, Md., and became
a member of the Jesuit community.

CATHOLIC TOLERANCE
IN IRELAND,

, R
Evidence From History of the
Falrness of the People
of the Old Land.

'The fact that the Catlolics of Ireland
return to Parliament so many Protest-
ant representatives has recently been
somew hat extensively commented upon
a8 & pleasant example of a8 hberality

| which might with advantage be imitat-

ed by communities of othér races and
It is well to have it
brought to mind, however, that although
this is a striking ibstance of liberality,
when viewed in conneclion with the
too frequent manifestations of intoler-
ance which still mar the conduct of more
favored peoples, it is not by any means
an isolated example of large mindedness
on the part of the Irish race, writes J. A.

. McKenna in Donahoe’s Mngazino for
August.

In the sixteenth century, when the
world was darkened by bigotry, the

Catholics of Ireland 'showed that they

bad no disposition to make the Christ-
ian precept of charity coterminous with
the purviews of their creed. 1If intoler-
auce can ever be excused, that was an
agedn which it might pfead palliation.
' Had the Irish followed the examples
which the times afforded, they could
not have been greatly blamed. It hagd
| been held that the command to present
the other cheek when one had been
smitten does not. apply to nations ; and
by parity of reasoning, the Irigy m;ghg
have claimed that where & race wag con-
cerned the old law of an eye for an
eye and. a tooth for & tooth had not been
sbrogated. Before Mary’s accession they
bad tasted the bitter fruit of the reljgious
revolntion which was “to deliver up their
children to famine and bring them: into
 the bands of the sword,” Iy ig true they
bad suffered ere the advent of the new
theology ; but the change in religion
added fanaticism to racial animosity,and
it required no prophetic vision to foresee
$hat, If Protestantism was fixed in as-
cendancy, the last stages of the Reforma-
tion would be incomparably worse than
the first,

In the light of the history of thag
period, it wonld nof have been surpris.
ing had the Catholics, on getting hold of
the reins of government in Ireland un-
der Mary, given the new religionists a
dose of their own medicine. The Pro-
testants of England who bad sown the
wind during the reign of Henry and
Edward, were reaping the results under
the Catholic Tudor. In Ireland they
were the ‘merest handful, utterly unable
to offer resistance to persecation. They
were at the mercy of Catholic rulers, at
the mercy of a Catholic majority ; but

they did not have to ask for mercy. It
dropped upon them like “the gentle rain
from Leaven.” During the five years
that Mary reigned and Catholics rgled
in Ireland no one suffered for religious-
opinions. Not a single act of persecu-
tion stains the history of those years..
So complete, indeel, was the xmmumty'
enjoyed by the Protestants of Ireland
that many of their co-religionists went
over {rom England
the privilege of practising their religion
witbout let or hindrance, *“It is & posi-
tive and absolute fact,” says Mr. Glad-
stone, “that from Chester to Bristol, the
two Brs}isb ports from which was carri-
ed on the principal communication with
Ireland, the Protestants of England fled
in numbers to Ireland because they
knew that the publie spirit’ and public
feeling in Ireland world make them safe
when they touched that shore.”” The
families of Apar, Ellis and Harvey are
the «vacendants .of Protestant refugees
froms Cheshire, who, under the lead of
their pastor, sought and found a safe
asylum in Ireland. No wonder Mr,
Gladstone exclaimed :

18 it not rather too much, is it not
cruel, is it not shamelful, when the ante-
cedents of the people proved so splendid,
and they showed 8o well their aversion
to persecution in the days when perse-
cution was almost universally carried on,
is it not rather too much, ought we not
blush for ourselves when we charge up-
on those people, in defiance of their own
-assurance, as well as tho teaching of
their history, an intention o persecute
the Protestants in Ireland ?”

It may be urged, bowever, that the

have made the reproach of Irish Catho-
lics, affords a- better criterion of their
tolerance than does the reign of Mary.
Carlyle commenting on the massacre of
the nobjesse by the French insurgents
maukes this significant remark :
ble in lands that knew -equal justice ;.
not so-unnatural in lands that had never
known it.” And his dictum shoald be

of the Irish rebellion. No judgment-
worthy of consideration can be given of
any historical event unless full account
be taken of formative causes and concom-
itant - eircumstances, . Unfortunately,
much that still passes for Irish history
ig the work of deliberate conspirators
against truth ; bat, through the labors of
men with whom the writing of
history is the relation of facts

pleas for a party, the conscientious stud-

“lent can form an accurate opinion of

events long misunderstood. It hias been
charged that the rebellion was born of
bigotry and resulted in the massacre of
Protestants through what isparadoxical-
ly called religious natred. - The true re-.
cord shows that it was evoked by ter-
rible injustice and was marked by marv-
ellous examp]eg of Irish Oatholic moder-
ation,

Yo one will accuse ‘Lecky of any biag
toward the Cathelic pide of a question.

It is no injustice to him to believe that
he would have been more pleased had

story of the rebellion. But the facts
“frm conviction, that the common ag-
sertion that the rebellion of 1641 began
‘with a messacre of Protestants is entire- -
ly uncre,” and to declare that “nothing
can be wore scandalously disingenuous
than the method of tlose writers who
bave employed themselves in elaborat-
ing ghastlv pictures of the crimes which
were committed on ove side, while.they
hkve at the same time concealed thoge
which were (ommitted on the other.”
“From the very beginning,” he adds,
“the English Parliament did the utmost '
in its power to give the contest the
character of a war of extermination.”
Goldwin Smith corroborates Lecky,
and testifies that acts of vengeance were
opposed to the policy of the leaders of
the rebellion. The original sources

sacre,” are certain manuscripts in Trinit y
College, which Edmund Burkein a let-
ter to his son, described as the “rascaliy
collection in the college relative to the
pretended massacre 0f1641.” But inspite
of their patent rascality, the eminent
statesman, on close examination, found

(Continued on page 2.

to share witk. them .

rebellion of 1641, which certain writers .

“Horri~ .

borne i mind by atudents of the history |

rather than the making of special.

his researches tended to substitute the -
ordinary anti-Catholic version of the

copstrained him to express it as his

from which material is drawn for bloods .
curdling chapters on “The Popish Mas.

that they “refuted fully the false stories -




