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tant future, would inerelY jbe.to repent wbat. bas. already become
an old gtoçy.. .Theproprietors of CaslsMaaiewould appear
to haveý.Pôndered on the.subject untill they have became positively
desperate:, They have offered a prize of $25 for the best pritcti-..
cal paperý on IlThe Domestie Service Difficulty in America)" and a
conditiQn is impolsed. that no paper sent. in for competition shall
contain * fewer than 2,000 wvords. The lirst idea which presents
itself. té the. mind on reading this announcement is that the prize-
money seems ludicrously emall, when the importance of the euh-
ject matter is considered. No writer wlîose.opinions count for

nuch-,cer'tainly no ;vriter of acknowledged eminence-wvould
deem it~ worth his while to enter the liste. Several of the great
Newv York dailies pay at a highier rate for editorial matteir every
day in the 'week.' Messrs. Cassoîl êt CJo. should improve, on their
bid by. a cipher or two. 'Important social reforme, however, are
seldom brought about ly such means.

APRoPOs of! the servant-girl question, a distiuguislied Englieli
man of letters bas rocent>' been compelled to pass through an
ordeal to which wve will. venture ta say no paralel can be found
iii the annials'of literature. Persons who follow literar>' natters
wvith attention are more o*r less familiar witlî the nature of the
late coiroversy betvween Eduiund W. Gosse and Mr. Ohurton
-Collins." For the enlightonment of those wvbo are unacquainted
with thoý facts, it 'may briefly be said that soino titue ago Mr.
Gosse ýublished a series of lectures on English literature, provi-
ousl>' deliverod by hinm as Clark Lectarer in Trinity Colloge,
Cambridge. . His quondamn friend and fellowv-Norker, Mr. Collins,
attacked.it in the Quarterly Review with a malignant ferocity
whicb reminded old-stagers of the days of John Wijson Croker.
Articles in the Quiarti,&li are nlot signed, and tbe literary assassin,
skalking behjnd the mask o! the ananymous, deemed himself safe
froin discovery. But -the attack was too base and shamneful to
admit of:its befingallowed to pass by in quietness. It becamnotho
talk of' the clubs, the drawing-raoms, the green-ioams and the
nowspapor offices. Then the authorship came out, and for once
a sense- of the dlaims of truth and justice over-rode literary
jealous>'. Ail that wvas respectable in Lendon journaliste and
poriodical literature arrayod itself on M r. Gosses side, and
administered a~ pretty effectual quietue to bis assailant, who lias
doubtless learned a lesson which 'will last hum his lifetime. The
correspondence publislhod on. the subjoot would make a porl>' vol-
ume, and Mr. Gosse's naine was brouglit more prominontly before
the public than: it liad ever been. At the present day hie stands
several notches biglior in public estimation than lio did before the
onslaugbt upon him. But his troubles did not end wvhen the pub.
lic verdict hll been pronounced in bis favour. He rocoivod a
shock frum an altogether unexpected quarter. Ie it not written :
"lA nman's foes shall ho tbey of bis own household '1" His cook
suddonly and eolemaly gave notice of bier intention to leave his
service.: She w *as a good cook, and bier mistross biad no desiro to
loso hier. .tYpon instituiting an inquiry.into, the niatter Mr. Gosse
found, to his intense disgust, tliat ber deterinantioni to leave wvas
du e to the fact tbat Ilnîaster's naine bad been so mucb in the
papers,- and sbe hiad been t 1ormented b y soute o! bier associatez on
that score until she renîlly couldn't endure it an>' longer. It is
consoling, on Mr. Gosse's accounit, te learn that; this sensitiv'e
female proved anienable to remnonstrance, and finahl>' consented to
witbdraw ber notice to quit. The wholo story eounds like fiction,
but it is simple unadorned fact; It is evon worse than the case
of tbe poet *Rogers'e valet.' The latter worthy gave notice of bis
intention'ta leave bis master's service, and upon being interro-
gatod by the poet as to bis reasons, repliod, "lYou are so duil in
the buggy.",

Ta writer of Sibyllîne Lecsvo, in the .London DaiQy .Yi.ws-
understood .ta be Mr. Androw Lang-has been liheéatinig bis niind
an the su.bject of Frank Stockton. He is of opinion tîtat Mr. S.'
is on tbe wbole rather ac'ever writor; a matter as ta which. no.
competenit critio ouglit te. be long in making up his mmnd. He
comnplains,.,bowever, tbat tbe humour is not suifficiently laughter-*
provokin.g, and declares 'that hoe got on!>' 'ono very small grin* out,
of tbe 'adventures of Mrs. Lecks and Mrs. Aleàbine. Sa accon-'

plished a soholar- As Mr. Lng ought ta' know thatý mach o! the
brightost h uour-in the Englisb language is provocative of laugb.
-ter teoanl>' aý vory noderate degrée, wbile sorne of. it is even
provocative of tears. ,Mr. Stockton's humour is fine and delicate.
It is far, remnoved froîn the hilarious borse play that shoots out the
tangue. It bas a quality which belonge ta ibsel! alone, and wbicb
is nlot soon likel>' ta. find, a successful imitatar. But perbape Mr.
Lang is ouI>' indulging his own quietý humour, after aIl, in* this
little preacbment. Certainly one can bardly suppose biea ta ho ini
serious earnezt when bie abjects that Mrs. Leeks aud Mr. Ale-
shine nover refer ta "lthe consolations of religion." When one
cornes ta a pbrase lilce this, used in snob a connection, it is clearly
time to drap tbe subject.

WILLIAbM BLACIL lias just been figuring in tbe courts. He'
brought an action against John Dicks, the well-known publisher of
a numbor a! the cheapest class of books and periodicals, for havini
publislied a libel upon bim in Base leUs. Mr. Black, like-many of
bis contaînporaries, bas had ta pa>' tbe penalty of success, and bas
been su.bjocted ta a large amount o! envious tittle-tattle an d *back-
biting. It appears that there lias been a good deal of gaeeip in
tbe clubs about bis ancestry and family relations. Saine o! this
gossip faund its way inta a recent number of .Bow BlU, whoro it
was a]Ieged thiat Mr. Black was cf very lowly origin, and tbat he
wvas ashamed o! bis poor relations. An aunt of bis was afleged ta
be in the poor-house, awing ta bier nepbow's refesal ta pravide bier
witb liaI! a crown a week. He was doclared ta ho mean and
olose-fisted, withi an eye always open ta tbe main chance. *He waà
cbarged witb having married for nioney on the two occasions
whben lie bas slipped hie' bead witlîin the matrimonial noose. Not
one of theze statements bas any foundation in faot, and Mix. Black
detemmined ta put a stop ta the sianders in circulation against him.-
He dragged tlîo wealthy but miser>' publisher o! Bow BelL,
before a jury a! his countrymen, and demanded damages for*'the
injury lie bad sustainod. On tiie trial hie -,vent into the witness
box and testified te tbe facte. It appoars that bis first wife bad
no portion wbatever, and that his second wife had notbing but
the expectatian of succeoding ta £3,000 upon the death of bier
fatiier. Mr. Black testified that hie neyer refused ta provide bis
atunt with the weekly haîf crown, inasmucb as lie nover had an'
akunt, who was apurely imaginer>'persanage. Tho jury gave hii
a verdict of £100, wvlich. will probab>' ho. devoted ta festivities
for himeel! and bis friends at one o! tlîe clubs ta wbich, be belonge.
Tbe writer of these linos had the good fortune ta spend several
days in Mr. Black's compan>' during lest summer, at the Sbak-
speare Inn, Stratford-upon-Avon, and lie can certainly.bear testi-
mony ta the fact that penurioueness is one of the very last infir-
mitiez which can trutlîfully b. laid ta. the charge of the author o!
A Pr-incess of 7'hule and Jsiditlî Shoak4pare.

A crry conteinporary had a short article an He nry George's
new paper a few days ago, in the course o! which it remarked
upon the general incapacity o! literary mon for the editarial chair.
Its con'ments upon Thîackeray and Mark Twain were ini the main
just enougli. But "in the main» is a eaving clause. Thackeray
failed as editor of tIie Coi-?bliU becauso hie heart was largor than
hie bead, in wvbich respect the general run of editars are not la the
least like hlm. Mark Twvain, again, failed because hie wvas tèb
weli off financially, and too indolent physically, te undertake tbe
labariaus drndgery wbicb muet perforce fal ta tbe share of ever>'
editar wbo does bis wvark feitb!ufly. But wbere did aur contein-
porar>' stumble on its orignal information about Dickens? It
declares that Ilaltbougb Charles Dickens began life as a news-
paper reporter hoe did not make a great succese of popular editing,
even upon magazines, which approach the book style much' -more
.closel>' than the newspapet doos." This le.ý a singular nmitake.
Dickens wvas fo r.about two weeks the nominal editor o! the Dai1Y'
YBetvs. In thisy le was net a succees. He lecked the noces-'*
cary training to enable bum ta clisoharge: the duties of editar of a:
dail>' newspaper with credit ta bimeelf, and hoe bad the 'good sense
ta resign his pos *it ion. UJpon nom othor accasion thet we can caîl
ta eind did. 'h e ver undertk edte utie iconneotion with
a niewspapeî. But Dièkiens was p>robably the beît m2agazine éditer
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