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niay flot yet beunderstood 4y some Canadian wage-èarners in nio
wise detracts fro-n these conclusions. The question with us is only
in its initial stages, because the conditions which have culminated
in. the Amnerican labour.probleru are flot yet felt to their full inten-
sity. Our cities are small as compared witli New. York and
Chicago. Our unoccupied arable land is cheaper and more acces-
sible than that remaining in the American West. 0Our population
and industries are mainly rural. But in proportion as the coun-
try grows, andi large centres are buit up-mn proportion as the
self-employed fariner and the sinail tradesman of the villages
become relatively smaller factors as compared with the capitalist
and the wage-earner, the ILabour question will become of continually
increasing urgency, and what is at present little more than 'the
skirmish line of the army of toil will swell to a formidable hoat.

_________P. T.

THE BIBLE IN THE SCilOOLS..

T lIE people Of this Province are now in a position to consider
ILjudicially aIl that lias been said by ecclesiastically-minded, as

well as by political partisans during the recent election campaign,
on the use of the bible as a ivhole, or otherwise, in the schools of

Ontario.
. I take direct issue witli most of tlie combatants in the many.

sided squabbleý and boldly avow my conviction that the bible as a
mere book, %vhether in its comnplete forru or as Il Scripture Rcad-
ings," has no riglit to a place in tIre schools of this country, on
any plea that may not bo urged with just as inuch propriety for
the best thoughts of other sacred books, barring the one plea that
the majority of our people are professing Christians.

Confessedly, the higli and public schools are not Protestant.
The Minister of Education.himself lias frequently affirmed this of
late in his speeches. At Strathroy lie informed bis audience that
the schools were open alike to Christian, Jew nnd Mahometan.
Inferentially, they are equally free to Buddhist, Gueber, Agnostic
aud Atheist. In matters of conscience the incjority argument is
absolutely -worthless, so that wve have here the very best autliority
for the statemerit that our schools are not even distinctively
Christian. But many clergymen and other people profess to hold
a very different view, in the advocacy of which some of them have
gained for theruselves a little clieap notoriety, rit the expense of more
than one Christian virtue, and to the serious detrinient of common
sense.

'Witli tlie làw as it stood formerly, I and tliose like-mnded with
me were not disposed to find very serions fault. Tliet the read-
ing of scripture was permissive or recommendatpry. Now it is a
inatter of compulsion. If, as is stated, only 55 per Co-nt. of the
teachers ruade use of the bible last year,' whereas 98 per cent. do
80 to-day, what is the gain? Is it 43 per ccnt. increase of that
"righteousness wvhicli exalteth a nation," or, is it flot merely 43

per cent. of compulsion, liypocrisy, and tîme.serving 1
Questionable as are both of the departmental perceritages

quoted, but alloîving tliem for -argument's sake, it is a fact that
a large and increasing number of Ontario (maIe) teachers are
either supremely indifferent to the use of the bible, or are se
far gone in agnosticieru as to Ilcare for none of tliose things."1
This may be deplorable, but it is true,. and 1 humbly and rever-
entîally submit it for the grave considerationof that ecclesiastical
Butnbledom whieh bas flgured so flatulently in the prèss of late.
.And when it is borne in mind that tire members composing that
self-same Bumbledoru are gentlemen wlio profess to lament another

change in the School Act, which is calculated, as tliey say, to
place Roman Oatliolio -iaymen more completely under the thumb
of the priest, ýwe are. driven to the amusing but 'withal serious
conclusion. tliat sauce for tihe Protestant goose is somnething very
different for tihe Catholic gander. Bumbledom groans ini spirit as
it laments the possible and probable earthly fate, of the poor
beniglited Papist who may dare te dly in tlie face of lis IIreverend'
father " by insisting te, be aasessed as a, public achool supporter.
It declares that the amended law deprives our Cathlic fellow-
citizens of their liberty. But what of the many teachers and
trustees whose consciences have been coerced at its instigation in
connection, witli thre Saripture Readingsl How many boards o!
trustees, how xuany teacliers now using the bible or thre readings
on compulsion, dare avow 'te their respective parsons that they do
se only i obodience to 1mw, their preferences being ail the other
way 1 Whatever the result miglit be in sucli a case cencerning tihe
well-to-do trustee, we have a slirewd inkling of tlie fate in store
for the "lpoor but honest " teacher who 'would dare so te express
his convictions.

À stock argument is that the demand was set up by tire teacliers
theurselves te have bible-reading in the sehools made compuisory.
If tis were true, it would be stupid, for wliy sliould terichers ask
for a lavw te maice theru do wliat tliey alwvays had it in their power
te dol But it is not true. .The fact is that a few pietists brouglit
the subject before thre Provincial Teachers' Association, and wôrded'
their resolution i sucli a manner as almost te make any one, who
opposed it set tire seal to bis own professional death-wmrrmnt. It
is on record that of ail the representatives preserit at tlie Asgo.
ciation, only one spoke out against tire motion, altirougli several
voted te have it quashed. Similar resolutions 'were passed in a.
number of coumities, and mminly, I venture to believe, for thre
samne reason that Roman Catholics (as is smid) will hencefortli sup-
port tireir sectarian schools; viz., that the teachers did not care te
place threinselves in opposition te tlie clergy.

As a scheme to make tire teadirer do the work of thre minister,
thre attempt hai boen successful, but only in so fer as legal récog-
nition and enaetruent are concerned; for, after l, thre reading of
scripture in tire greater numnber of scliools ithis country wiil con-
tinue te be of the most perfunctory cliaracter. In tlie> future, as
in tire past, tire realiy good teachler will-embrmce every opportunity
te enforce upon bis pupils both the precept and tlie practice of al
those maxime of Christianity and religion whicli experience bas
tested, and, having teated, has proved to embody tlie essentiais of
good citizcnship. Beyond this, 1 dlaim, that no.stato-paid teacirer
lias any riglit to go; and no state.svpported school lias ai»' riglit to
démand. or permit~ more.

But if, as is contended by Bumbledoni, tlie reading of God's
word in our edhools is s0 imperatively necessary for the well-beîng
of society, liow is it that tis country lias managed te worry miong
s0 contentedly mll these years, on only 50 per cent. of acriptu re
in tirese institûtions? And how is thmt.n but a fraction of -one
per cent. of tlie schools have the minieters of God's word mvailed
theruselves of tlie law permitting theru te indoctrinate thre youth
of their own secte and denominations 7 It is matter for regret
tliat tlie Minister of Education betrayed se mucli coneanguinity
with tlie mollusk wvhen lie was bulldozed by Bumbledorn on th is
subject, and it is a little too bmd th at when thre pietists and their
satellites got aIl they desired and more than they deserved, they
should behave in so unclîristianlike, a: manner as .we know tliey
have done.


