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gineering wvorld to iea.ri thtes rci
ents are p)ossible in the construction of
this farthest north line. 'flic makers of
the Grand Trunk Pacific carry their road
from Winnipeg to their Pacifie portai at
.Prince Rupert over the Rockies with a
maximum gradient Of 21 feet to tlic nmiI
oncr xvst and 26 to the mile oijng east
a record which would be creditable on
the Englishi Midland or the Pennisylvani-j
Lille. Wlîat dIo these figures miean:
Well, they mean that a siiig/c engine w.il1
(lraw\ a heavy train across tlîis new spine
of Canada : 2,000 tons can be taken froilî
\'\innipeg to Prince Rlp*ert behind ont
e iigi ne.

Comiparisons are oclious, but ilmn
ane. Tue gross capacitv of an engin(.

iii tons on tlic Santa Fe is 376 on the
L. ýnion Pacifie it i5 572, on1 the Grand
Trunk Pacifie it is 2 041-'This means
for the great new uine inmmense econonîv
iii haiuling freiglît, and it also nîcans the
riaxinîunî of passenger-safety. Ruinning
2it ligh. gear on up grades kills divi-
(tends , and on dlown gradles k1ilis people.

iBut is it not a wilclcrness away up
there ?" asks the man *whio in his littie%-
rc(1 schoolhouse wh'len lie wvas in the
Secondl Reacler and Iearning "j uggrafy-
out of the slab-sided b)00k wvith the ycl-

lowv cover ivas told, 'Caniada, is a. frovcn
land to the niorth of usç qcheie Indians
lunit f'ur and trappcrs travel in dIog-sIleds;
it is a barici. laiid anid En-gland omis t"

The gencral conception ofCanadla a
scant gencratioiî ago was that of a white
waste clinging coldly to sub-Arctic lati-
tudecs. Geniera-,l Shernman ii ýa fit of pique
cliaracterizeci Canada as "he Sleeping
Empire BeNond," and the wvriter recently
(lug out from the archives in the Chicago
Public Library the minutes of a Board
of Tracle convention which soleninly stat-
ed that "MVinnesota and the Dakotas are
too far north to succcssfully gro\v
wheat." To these commercial gentle-
mcen the Aretie Circle liovered close
above their own liorthern tier of states.

That l)hantomi of the Arctie Circle lias
wvithiîî the last two decades steaclil v
been rececling northw~ard. * For vear's
WVinnipeg wvas conii(lred the nortlîern
liiiit of xvheat growth, then E dnonton-
on-the-Saskatclîcwani was ([uoted as the
farthest agricultural north, but Edmnî-
ton is no farther nortlî than Liverpool
and MiVanchiester.

i*t is to be stippose(l that ii Nortlh
Anierica there is a northcrîi limit of
wlieat growvt1î but daring- the ni who
sliou1ld put Ilis finger on an\, one sp)ot

Grading G. T. P. Railway near Portage la Prairie.
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