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HIDEs AND SKINs.-In the bide market there
are no changes to note in prices. The demand
continues good and supply light, tendency in
values being upwards. Calfskins are nominal,
season over. Sheepskins arescarce, 1 to $1.25
being paidi for best fresh coarse wool sirins.
Tallow is also coming to hand in small quanti-
ties, and sells readily as fast as received.
Prices are unchanged.

LEATHER.-The business doing is of fairly
good volume, the market having opened ont
very well for the commencement of the year.
Prospects are considered extremely favorable,
numerous enquiries being received from points
east, west, and north. There are no changes
in quotations to ncote, and prices are very
steady at present figures. All kinds of sole
leather in demand. Harness leather is still
inclinea to drag, which is caused by over-
production. Splits and uppers of all kinds are
firm.

METALS AND HARDwARE.-Advices from the
Old Country up to Christmas eve say that the
pig iron market was very dull. This dulness
was also felt by other metals. The financial
position, indeed, is improved, but doubt is
still felt as to what the early future may bring
forth, and with the near approach of the Christ-
mas holidays there is a disposition to await
the course of events. Copper is quiet, and
consumers of manufactured copper particu-
larly are only buying from hand to month.
Tin is quiet, at same value. Pig lead is duil,
having fallen about 10a. per ton. Spelter sta-
tionary, with lower prices probable in the near
future. In the local market pig iron is quiet ;
steel not brisk, though for some sorts of heavy
goods there is a desultory demand. Manufac-
turers of screws in Canada have altered their
list prices, and also rate of discount, the effect
being an advance equal to probably 20 per cent.

PRovIsIoNs.-Trade in provisions bas been
very quiet; the sharp advance in price of
dressed hogs is the only special feature. We
quote dressed hogs at $6.00 to 6.25 per hundred
lbs.; hog products are feeling firmer; long clear
bacon is eelling at 7î to 8c. per lb.; breakfast
bacon, 10J to 11c. ; hams, 11 to 11½c. ; rolls,
9 to 94c.; lard, 8j to 91c. The dairy trade is
very flat ; there are some transactions in
straight yellow butter at 10c. per lb. ; selections,
choice, suitable for local use, brin2g 13 to i15c,.
rolls, 12 to 14c. per lb., with common stock
down as low as 10c. Eggs are steady at 24 tor
25c. per dozen for fresh, no trade lots offering;a
pickled eggs are almost out of the market.
Dried and evaporated apples still maintain
their high price; there is not much doing in
them, stocks very limited.

WooL -In this market the report is still
"nothing doing," and enquiries are neither
urgent nor numerous. The mills are now busy
overhauling and repairing their machinery.
Prices are purely nominal.

BRITISH MARKETS.

The report upon chemicals and metals by
Messrs. S. W. Royse & Co., Manchester, dated
20th December, bas the following :-

CHEMIcALs.-This is generally a compara-
tively quiet month, nevertheless a fair volume
of trade is passing at present. There is a
steady demand for all ar'icles controlled by
the " Union," and very little offering under
Union prices, nearly all second-hand parcels
being cleared ; soda ash especially is scarce,
and bicarbonate of soda also is difficult to ob-
tain. More business isdoing in acetates of lime
for delivery ahead. Acetate of soda is very
scarce on spot. Acetates of lead and nitrate
of lead are steady, as to values, but quiet.
Sulphate of copper, after advancing sharply
early in the month, bas given way again andis at presnt weak ; only a moderate advance
is now asked for delivery January to June,
but there is little business, the position abroad
being so uncertain. Green copperas continues
in strong demand for prompt delivery. Sul-
phate of ammonia bas improved somewhat,
and no large quantities offering. Crystal
carbolic is depressed, and stocks of crude are
heavy; liquid carbolic is however firmer,
probable curtailment of production accounting
for this. Large sales of recovered sulphur
have been made for next year's delivery, and
prices have advanced strongly. Borax -is
firmer ; bichromates of soda and potash very
quiet, and orders keenly competed for. Chlo-
rate of potash is firm and chlorate of soda
scarce.
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REMEMBER, AFTER THREE YEARS

POLICIES ARE INCONTESTABLE,
Free from ail Restrictions as to Residence, Travel, or Occupation. Paid-up Policy and

Cash Surrender Value Guaranteed in each policy.

THE NEW ANNUITY ENDOWMENT POLICY
AFFORDS ABSOLUTE PROTECTION AGAINST

EARLY DEATH.
Provides an INCOME in old age, and Is a GOOD INVESTMENT.

Policies are non-forfeitable after the payment of Two Full Annual Premiums. Profits, which areunexcelled by any Company doing business in Canada, are allocated every five years fromu theissue of the Policy, or at longer periods as muay be selected by the insured.
Profits so Allocated are Absolute, and not Liable to be Redrced or Recalled at any future

time under any circumstances.
Participating Policy Holders are entitled to not less than 90 per cent. of the Profits earned in their Clase,and for the past Seven years have actually received 95 per Cent. of the Profits so earned,
W. C. MACDONALD,

Actuary.
J. K. MACDONALD,

Managing Director

INVESTM2ENT BON.TDS-

Th ! liuoiIif S8o Doosil WolholSllâ Lodi Co., L.
Head Office-The Oanadian Bank of Commerce Building, King St. W., Toronto.

CAPITAL, ONE MILLION DOLLARS.

W. D. Matthews Esq., President.
John 1. Davidson, Esq.
H. W. Nelson, Esq.
M. C. Oameron, Esq.
Thomas McCraken, Esq.

S. P. McKinnon, Esq.
J. P. Clark, Esq.
Robert Kilgour, Esq.
Robert Davies, Esq.
Aaron Ross, Esq.

Henry W. Darling, Esq., Vice-Pres.
G. B. Su»th Esq., M.P.P.J. H. Stisrr, Esq.
Alexander Nairn, Esq.
Eugene O'Keefe, Esq.

This Company is now issuing $100, $200, $30r, $400 and $500 investment bonds, payable in five, ten andfifteen years from date of issue, wth participation in profits, affording ail the advantages of compoundInterest accumulations on semall sums o money. These bonds are the obligations of tais Company andare specially protected by a sinking fu ïd, invested In first-class real estate mortgages. They are plaindefinite contracts, subject to no contingencies whatever, are non-forfeitable after one annual payment,wioh values definitely stated thereon. For a smaloutlay they secure a fixed and generous returuaTo Bondholders who complete their contracts the Company guarantee compound i terest at therate of Four Per Cent. Per Annum.
The Company is prepared t receive applications from reliable agents at all points where it is notalready represented.

WM. KERR, Manager.The Safe Deposit Vaults of the Company cannot be surpassed for absolute security.Calirandexamine or write for circular.

STEEL WIRE OHAINI
BROWN'S PATENT.

CUT SHOWING FULL SIZE OF NO. 0.
Strongest, Cheapest and Best Chain in the Market. Made of Hard Drawn Steel Wire. Actual testa showthree tuies t e strength of o dinary welded chain. We are now making toursizes, viz: 000, 000, 00, 0. Send for Samples and Prices.

B. GREENING WIRE CO., LD., HAMILTON, ONr.

MILK CAN TRIMMINGS
IRON CLAD OR BROAD HOOP PATTERNS.

DELIVERY AND CREAMERY CAN TRIMMINGS.
All Sizes of Body Stock to Suit TPimminge,

WE ARE MAKING A

NEW GAUGE FOR CREAMERY CANS
That Every One Says "la just What they Wanted." Du not BuyTill you see Sample.

We are making all kinds of Plaia and Japanned Tins. Extract and Spice Cabinets forthe Tea, Spice and Baking Powder Trades.

MCCLARY MANUFACTURING COMPANY.
London. Toronto. Montreal. Winnipeg.
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