“me, now, to relate one of ‘the saddest pages of

- e g
-
R R —C AT A

R HRINTTII

e A
Sttt \\\““‘}\ e SRRV NN S
.l'-fm\\u.;--..-\\l\\\mmb Y
Uy ".““.n\’llml--' T~ Ny

gy
lllllll;'u I

CATHOLI

o

ER R TR
R Lo

VT
Slndd,

N/ CELOMFIFET

i

¢ CHRO

P R DY I T

i

NICLE.

\ *5\\\\\\\1\\\“&\«‘:, o —

"~ THE ITALIAN REVOLUTION.

——

CcTURE BY THE REV. LEWIS GRIFFA, IN

A LE
INGERSOLL, C.W.

(From the Ingersoll Inquirer.)

Mr. Presilent, Ladies, and Gentlemen—1In
coming forward to deliver a lectun:e on suv criti-
cal a subject as the present Italian Revolution,
two opposite feelings prepossess my heart—j}oy
and grief. I rejoice to have to spesk of my
pative land—as a lonely chuld would rejoice even
only to mention 1ts beloved distant mother. 1
feel proud to bring to the notice of foreigners
the noble aspirations of my couatrymen, and
their glortous efforts towards l;ettermg theiwr po-
fitical condition. I am _dehghte@ to fiy fgr a
ou the wings of my imagination, to bl‘lg!lt-‘
han this land of my voluntary exile,
dear to e,

while,

a Ecenezt h already become very
i though a

E,?:lk:é kmdg’ess of 1ts inhabitants and for its glo-

rious liberties, yet, compared with old, fair ltaly,

is like a wilderness, nay, a desert. (Applause.)

At the same Llime, as 1t will be the question for

Ttalian history—the most cruel disappciniment
that was ever met with by a betrayed nation—
I feel exceedingly grieved. I am, at this mo-
ment, in the position of one who is about to tell
bis own {amily troubles. Tor this reason, [ de-
clined many a time beretofore to treat this sub~
ject in public.  This time, however, I have, of
my own accord, chosen this very theme for my
lecture ; and behold my reasons: I think that,
by this time, any thinking mlnq must have made
the following remark: * How is it that a Revo-
lution, commenced with such bright prospects of
success, since 1847, has not as yelin 1864, after
17 years, come to ils final happy issue, nay, lies
now in an inglorious state of prostration, pretty
much alike to discomfiture ?  Might it not per-
chance be tbe effect of sometbing very wrong
existing in its very bosom 7’ Now, ladies and
geatlemen, I am here to shoyv that such in fact
1s the case ; I intend to pomt out to you what
that wrong thing really 1s—tbat deep internal
sore, which threatens to cause the Itahao Revo-
lution slowly to die, as 1t were, of consumption.
But, my remarks on this subject, some years ago,
would bave appeared to be dictated by party
spirit or by prejadice, and consequently they
would have been rejected at once ; whereas now
that time has wrought in the public miad the
above expressed suspicions; now that facts, if
attentively studied, already confirm 1t; now my
views will, I think, be better appreciated, per-
baps adopted. In this case, my subject would
be productive of several good effects. It would
make you aware of the danger to which even
the best political institutions are exposed, when
made to serve party mterests. It would bring
you to view in its true light the great question of
pohtical liberty—a question so vital for every
pation—a question now so grossly mstaken by
some in Italy. Finally, 1t would hinder you
from wmisplacing either your sympathies of your
prejudices for or against Italy ; and would guwide
you to know, and nduce you to haveat heart,as
it behooves every feelng and grateful American,
the true interests of the pative land of Christo-
pher Columbus, the first Jdiscoverer of these
blessed shores—the land of Americo Vespucci,
who gave the name to this great conlinent—the

“land te whick Chmstians ol all denommations
owe the primitive kaowledge of Christianity, the
transmission of Ioly Writ, the preservation of

the most important, sacred and profane, bisto-

rical and literary mopuments. (Loud applause.)

The present Italian Revolution apparently com-

menced in 1847, but in reality had its_origin

much earlier, and was brought about by 4 series

of preliminary eveats, noticeable only to keener

observers of ‘istory. Suck is always . the case

with every Revolution. A rebellion, a mutiny,

acinil quarrel or war, may break out all'of a

sudden ; but.a revolution, hich is a coinmotion
of one or more nations, tending to effect some
radical change, political or religious, is- like. a
wheel, put into motion at first by some startling
shock, then ‘going by degrees o, sometimes ra-
pidly, sometimes slowly, = and finally 'whirling.
around furiously and boisterously, until it either
Precipitates 1tself at once into a successful re-
sult, or it suddetly stops and goes into preces—
smashed, © The French Revolution at the latter
part of the last century.was a striking exempli-
fication of what I say. -The present Italian Re-
volution bears a-great resemblance with that Re-
volution 5 in fact 1t is the offspring of it, at least
in part, although it was also' the jssué of more
noble aspirations, As it isnow, in 1864, the,
spurious-instinets, which it drew from the French
tlement, have got'the better ot ‘its: pure,.native
blood ;and’ ualess this 1s in good time ‘purifled; I
fear the. whidle.-mass - will"soon ‘rot, and bring it
to.00e-ghave: with its illegitimate mother, ,, (Ap-
plause.) Letal e pragre s sewlvoam e
Every oneknows: the | famous exploits- of ‘the
French Revalution” of' 1789, Every geuercus’

n
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may at the simple recollection of the revolting
scenes which then took place 1n the public streets
of Paris and Lyons. Well, there were men in

Ttaly who, dizzied with the fou! idea of sharing
the adventures of the French anarchy, eagerly
embraced the opportumty, when it offered itself,
of transplanting it in thewr land. The conse-
quence was that this fair Queen of Nalions be-
came a province of Gaul, [first under the heath-
en directory, then under the Napoleonic inva-
sion. Mowever, at the time appomted by the
Most High, this scourge passed away ; and Italy
was disencumbered of those foreign usurpers.—
The treaty of 1815 now stepped in and settled,
or rather shaped somehow, Europe. This set-
ttemert, in 5o far as Italy is concerned, was like
the operation of some unsuccesstul surgeon on a
wounded body ; she was cut inlo many small
pieces, of which some were thrown like morsels
of meat to some famished members of theImpenial
family of Austria, and one, the best, was swal-
lowed up by that august monarch limself. Ve,
even so, Italy breathed again the balmy air of
peace ; felt berself at home once more; and,
devoting herself exclusively to the occupations
which are particularly congenial te her—the cul-
tivation of sciences, of the fine arts, of home in-
dustry and agriculture—succeeded to create for
herself a comparative happiness, which lasted
about a quarter of a century. (Cheers.) DBut
now, happy as we Itahans were then, for more
than one respect, we made ourselves unhappy,

fretting after things which we were lacking.—
We had no parliament, no free press, scarcely
any pewspapers ; we were the last to have rai-
roads ; and so many were the formalities to go
through, so many the inspection to submit to,
before we could go out, or go freely through any
Italian State, that the people, generally, unless
compelied by necessity to travel, chose rather to
stay at home. The consequence of this was,
that commerce was hampered, the intercourse
between Italians and therr countrymen difficult,
and life, in general, although comfortable, was
too moaotonous, aimless, and wearisome, for
want of stimulus to exertion, or scope to laud-
able ambition, and of space for expansion.—
Owing to thus, it happened that, with the excep-
tion of a few old and timid people, who were not
yvet entirely out of the fright, with which the
Freach anarchy had, as it were, scared their
lives out of them, a large number of generous,
intelligent, and good souls were sincerely anxious
to see the political condition of Ttaly some way
or the other modified. Their innocent, legiti-
male murmurs, though generally made 1n a wins-
per, were sometimes so loud as to be heard by
the rulers of the country, who, just on that ac-
count, redoubled thetr vigilance, and fetters.—
But, besides the princes, other men were keenly
watching this popular commotion deafly spread-
ing over the country. These, ali men imbued
with the principles of the Gallic philosophy of
the last century, men rallied secretly around the
standard of the old French Revolution, lurking
in the palices of the great, in the universities,
and 1a the army, whither they had crept under
the disguise of well-meaning patriots, spied the
opportunity of exploiting for their own advan-
tage the generous aspirations of the good Italian
people towards political reforms. Mazzini was
as early as 1820 the soul, or rather the enil ge-
nius of this faction. In 1821, they thought they
could essay an attempt of Revolution in their
seuse, as they had at hand quile a list of adepts,
mostly all mnocent and gudleless youths. But
the affair was such a puny display, that in a fori-
night it was all over, but for the cries of fond
mothers, bewailing their sous, the very flower of
the pation’s youth, driven into exde for having
jomed the rebellion. Charles Albert, then Prince
of Cairgnano, was on this oceasion banished and
hanged 1o efigy ; Silvio Pellice, another innecent
victim of that heartless Mazzinian experiment,
went to' Spitzberg, before he could understand
of what crime he was guilty. In 1831, at the
accession of Gregory the XV, to the poatifical
throne, tius same faction,though chiefly composed
‘of French exiles, made another attemptat rebel-
‘lion i the Romagna. Liows Napoleon, the pres-
ent Emperor of France, gotimplicated in that dis-
graceful affur. *Monsignor Mastai Ferretu, the
present Pope Pius IX., then Bishop of Spoleio,
hid hum - s-palace for a few days, then got
some kind of passport for him, and sent him
safe mto " Switzerland, (Applause.) Now, it
is evident, that this revolutionary faction, altho’
bold. and - adventurous, -would never -have been
able to effect anything but some insignificant re-
‘bellion. A trye Revolution;as I callit, that is,
.a general move of ‘a nation towards the attain-
ment of political reforms, requires.the .union . of
all the elewents:forming the strength, - the: mind,
:the‘respectability of ‘the: community, -having but
‘one ‘design, and Working uiider” one head, . The’
faction iu, discourse, whose' standard. was and is
still to..ape..the. French -Revelution:-of 1789,
~could.not-rally:around: their flag’ ‘these elements.
“The majority of the Ttalian people did not me

beart cannot but be struck with “horror and' dis:

“a refornylike that ;‘tbey wished for ‘a'liber'ty ‘sin®

‘| 1X., ‘Italy. was now regenerated 1o a new ‘politit’

cere, impartial, and compatible with their reli-
gion ; in a word, they wanted semething 1talian,
not French., (Applause,) But who could thus
rally them? Where was to be found the man
endowed with power, and at the same time a sin-
cere liberal lnmself, a man of lofty genius, and
at the same time epjoying the sywpathtes of all
classes, and consequently ahle to start such a
movement 7 Well, Almighty God sent such a
man to Italy, in 1846. Mr. Presulent, ladies
and gentlemen, start not at what I am going to
tell you; it is an historical fact; [ cannot be-
tray it (o please any person. On the 161b of
Juve, a fortnight after the death of Pope Gre-
gory the XVI,, Cardinal Ferretti, above men-
tioned, came out ot the conclave, elected Pope
under the name of Pius IX. e was a most
popular man; bis liberal views were publicly
koown ; bis mildoess, his love for the people, his
charity 10 the poor, bad won him the affections
of all classes. Having lived for several yearsin
the East, as a simple missionary, he saw with his
own eyes the degrading results of tyranny and
despotism under the Mussulmac’s sway. Hav-
ing then come to America asa Nuncio, he equally
saw with his own eyes the rapid progress in civil-
isution that liberal institutions can eflect, There-
fore he was a sincere and warm friend of liberty.
“ Ah!” hie used to say, * the land of Catholicity
should also be the land of true liberty.,” (Pro-
longed cheers.) Ladies and gentlemen, you may
remember with what enthusiasm his election to
the Papal Throne was welcomed both in and out
of Italy, The reason was, because his acces-
sion to power foreboded the reign of liberty.—
And Italy was not disappointed by Pus IX.
On the 16th of July, just one month after his
election, be proclaimed an illimuted amnesty for
all political offenders—the most daring feat that
ever a monarch ventured to achieve. After the
promulgation of the decree of amnesty, some
time was spent by Pius IX., in maturing Tus de-
signs of political reformation; which caused

e

free nations,” as the phrase ran at those days.
A Parliament was sitting 1 Rome, a Parlia-
ment in Naples, a Parhament m Turin. The
Press, now made free, was teeming with periodi-
cals, which, 1ssuing forth from every corner of
the Peninsula, like the buds of a young poplar
tree in the spring, put the Italians iato communi-
cation with eaclh other and with the rest of the
world. The streets of every town and village,
at the dusk of the evening, resounded with

hymuos of gratitude and joy, that the workmen,
after their day’s work, assembled to chant to
Pus IX., the regenerator, as they called him,
the saviour, the titular angel of Italy. In a
word, the enthusiasm of all classes was roused
to its clunax. To complete the business, one
thing was now required, viz., to see Lombardy
and Venice admitted to share the happiness of
the other Italian provinces, Alas! they were
still in the grasp of Austria; they were still in
fetters. And oh how sorely did Pius the IX.
feel for them! Tbe first hint he gave to Aus-
tria of his displeasure on tis account was the
request to withdraw his troops from Rome and
froin Terrara, where they had beea for years,
under the plea ot protecting the Papal States.
The Pope said that he did not longer want any
other protection beside that of his own people.
Austrta withdrew ber troops from Rome, but re-
fused to leave Ferrara. The Pope, remonstrat-
ing against this, took the occasion to make a
solemn and touching appeal to the Emperor’s
lumanity and eonscience 1n behalf of poor Lom-
bardy and Veaice, Oh would to God that no
obstruetion had been put to the determined but
prudent working of Pius the IX. There 15 no
doubt but that, without strife or bloodshed, he
wou'd finally have brought zbout the redemption
of that section of Ttaly toe, sconer and more
effectually than if an army of a hundred thous-
and bayonets had stood behind him.

But alas! obstructions were at this very time
already m store, and were scon most tracherously

some delay, Some incident oceurred during this
interval, which may be mentioned as character-
istic of s grateful mapner of domg tlings. A
sheet of gilt-edged paper was found by a Pre-
lale one atternoon unon the stair-case that leads
to the Pope’s apartments in the Vatican, bear-
g two ltalian verses, whieh, translated into
English, sound thus :—
“ Mastai, you promised wonders :
Pray, whet are they going to be?”
When the Pope came 1nto the apartment, the
Prelate presented the curiesity to hin. [aving
read the verses, he smiled ; arnd taking the pen,
in his usual calm and happy mood, completed the
stanza with this answer—
“ i{astai, you promised wondera:
Pray, what are they going to be ?

Have patience yet a little while,
And I will let you see.”

(Laughter and great’cheering.)

Soon he redeemed his promise. On the 19th
of April, 1847, be created a Consulta of State,
that is, an Assembly of Representatives of the
Proviaces, sometiing ke a Parhament. On
the 5th of July, he created the Civil or Na-
tional Guard, something hke our militia here ;
thus entrusting the defence of the country to
every man’s patriotism. Subsequently, he made
the press free ; and m October, the Consulta of
State was changed into a regular Parliament,—
Now, remember, ladies and gentlemen, that the
Pope granted these privileges to his people of his
ouwn perfect aceord and out of 2 sincere desire
to do good to his country ; whilst, on the con-
trary, the other Princes of Italy, who, after
him, made the same concessions to their respec-
tive subjects, did so by force, reluctantly, and
because they could ro more belp themselves.—
Aad how could they, in fact, resist the impulse
thus given to the enfranchisement of Italy, by
such an authority and such an example as that of
the Pope. Accordingly, a hberal Constitation
was also granted by the King of Naples, by the
Dukes of Tuscany, Modena, and Lucca, and by
the King of Sardinia, Charles Aibert, who ap-
peared to be the least reluctant of the lot.—
When the press was made free, a caricature was
pubhisbed in ‘Lurm, by the Fischiesto, the Punch
of Italy, thus portraying how those Princes
adopted.the liberal reforms. They were sitting
aronnd the counter of an apothecary. Theapo-
thecary was the Pope. (Laughter.) He 'had
poured to each of them in a small glass some
bitter medicine, and intimated to them lo swal-
low it. . Charles Albert raised at once the glags
to s mouth ; and, although not without some
grimace, be drank the uopalatable stufl. But
tle otbers, with great contortions of their. body,
and makng horrible faces, showed their reluc-
tance even lo:.approach’only the - giass to. therr
Iips ; and the ‘Pope was actually taking by’ the
hand ‘ore of them==the King of Naples—and
;ﬁ_ircibtig: him to swallow. the drug.’ (Great laugh-
ter and cheers.] Any, bow, owieg ito the -ex~
ample, the-influence, the authority‘of Pope Pius:

thrown in bis way, The peace which reigned
all over the land for more than a year was but
the calm that usually portends a great tempest.
The union of all the citizens which seemed to
have made of them of them one bappy family,
was but the sweet dreamy siumber that precedes
the nightmare. The old conspirators of whom
I have spoken belore, amnestied like the rest, at
the first din of the startling news from Italy, bad
hastened hither eaeh from his place of exile.—
They were welcomed everywhere, and, either
out of pity for their past suferings, or out of
esteem for their talent and ability, they were
provided with offices or with pensions. They
extolled to the skies the patriotism of their old
antagonists ; a perfect union seemed to exist be-
tween them and the princes, as Well as with the
people.  Yet all this was only an apparent re-
concitiation. With this pretension of bemg sa-
tisfied and sincerely disposed to work with all
classes and with the Government of each State
in good harmeny, they, first of all, gained the
great point of monopolizing for themselves the
seats in Parliament, ol nisig themselves to the
first offices in the country—in a word, of seizing
the power also. On this account it became quite
natural that the Kings and Princes should pick
up among them their ministers. The Pope,
hiowever, managed, though not without alterca-
tion, to have at the head of his Cabinet his faith-
ful Count Rossi. You will hear hereafter the
fate of this devoted and conscientious patriot.

Meanwhile, the news that the rest of Italy was
about to come to their rescue, turned the head
of the poor Liombards, who, with a courage and
devotedness warthy of better success, in the me-
morable three days fight of May, 1854, chased
out of Milan Radetzky and his army.  Charles
Alberl and s army, kaving now bastened up to
their aid, Radetzky was driven back to hi:
stronghold of Mantua and Verona, where the
Italian army, successively victorious at Palestro,
Puschiers, and ou the Mincio, surrounded and
besieged him so tightly that, had he been left
without reinforcements and provisions for two
months, he would have had to surrender.

Contemporarily to this success of Charles Al-
bert m Lombardy, Ventce, lelt alore by the
Austrians, was proclaimed a Republic. TRome,
too, was at that same time made a Republic.—
But there-the Mazzinians called the dagger nto
requistion. They stabbed the Pope’s premier,
Count Rossf, on the very threshold: of the Hoyse
of Parliament, = Then they besieged the Pope’s
residence. Cardinal Palma, who ventured to
come to-a window to parley with them, was shot
dead on the” spot, just afew paces from where
Puus IX himsell was standing. Pus, seeing no
way  of bringing - matters. to any = definite ar-
rangement, and.‘being disgmsed,  escaped .to
Gaetay ' o ow oo T oe el
. After the flight:of Pius TX., the  conspirators,

—now masters.of the position—proclaimed  the.

Republic, under the presidency of 2 Triumvirate.
'composed: of Mazzini; ‘Sterbini, and Saffi;: iwith

Teal lile. She wis ‘#seated at the banquet ‘of

Garibaldias cotmander-m=chief of thearmy.:
" What do you" think {hey ‘did now,” thiose’ wo-

derful regenerators of Italy? Drunk wilh sue-
cess, they stopped Charles Albert m the midsé
of his victorious career, and exacted of lm to
lay down his crown before the Republic, as soon
as he has driven the Austrians from Italan soil.
You may imagine how amazed the poor king
must have been at such a preposterous propost-
tion.  The fact is, that this incident dewmoralized
inm exceedingly, and caused him to relent lus
eagerness in pursuing Radelzky’s army. Just
at the same tume his own army wanted a fresh sup-
ply of ammumtions; and these were not coming
from Turin, most likely because the Administra-
tion, worded by Mazzini, ¢id rot want to send
him any assistance, unless he accepted their pro-
gramme. Owing to these two causes, Charles
Albert and his army, encamped between Mantua
and Verona, remained for about two months i
a deadly state of 1lleness and expectation, dur-
g which the Emperor of Austria managed to
muster together 200,0C0 men and send them to
reinforce Radetzky. This borde poured down
the Northern Alps, when Charles Albert least
expected 1t ; and as soon as they eflected therr
Junction with Radetzky’s army, this, on a sudden
and contemporarily, pounced upon Venice and
destroyed its infant Republic, and stormed
against the Piedmontese, who, terror stricken
and overwhelmed by numbers, shrank back in
great haste towards Mifan, and dispersed. On
his flight—ob monstrous mgratitude ! — some
Mazzinian fired at Charles Albert most treacher-
ously, as 1f he, and not Mazzii himself, had
been the cause of the sad reverse of fortune.—
(Groans.)

Radetzky now came down as far as Novara,
and destroyed the scattered limbs of the Italian
army. Charles Albert totally discomfitted, ab-
dicated the crown in favor of his son, Victor
Emmanuel, who capitulated with Austria ; then,
disgwised, he macde in haste to Oparto, in Portu-
gal, where he soon died broken-bearted.

Previous to ths, the King of Naples had al-
ready withdrawn the constitution and the Dukes
of T'uscany, of Modena, and Luceca, were rein-
stated ; then, strange to say, the just born
French Republic sent an army’ to Rome, with
the express mandate to put down the Mazzinian
Republic and restore the Pope.  Garibaldi, with
his guerilla, ¢auld not very long stand the shock.
Taken, as it were, between two fires — the
French at lts beels and the King of Naples at
his flank—he had to disband his troops, and
sought his safety in an humble flight to Monte-
video. DMazzini repaired te his uswal demin
Logland.—(EHear, hear.)

O catastrophe ! Poor Italy, what a reverse !
Where are now those liberal institutions of which
thou wert so proud just a few months ago 7—
Who snatched them from thee ? The paternal
hand, forsooth, that bestowed them on thee 72—
Ah,no! Rather the rashness, the violence, the
madaess of a gang of men unworthy themselyes
of bemg free!

Now, in the capitulation made after the disas-
ter of Novara, Austria bad the condescension to
allow Sardmia the liberty to manage her own
internal affairs as she judged best. In force of
this arrangement, Victor Emmaauel, now King‘
of Sardinia or Predmont, kept up the constitu-
tion that his father had granted. Thus fus
kingdom became a happy exception from the
rest of Jtaly—a privileged spot where Liberty
could be kept, like the sacred fire bidden by the
Jews on going to the Babylonian capivity, to -
revive and bless again the whole country. And .-
do you not think, ladies and gentlemen, that this
providential disposition ought to have been con-
sidered by all parties as a good chance (o re-
examine their respective views, and modify them ..
if imperfect, or correct them if wrong? But,
alas! such was not the case! Hence all the -
subsequent errors.

Victo Emmanuel, my King, 15 a well meaning,
generous, open-hearted man. He is very jolly-
too, as you would say in English. He 1s a brave
soldier, with the ways of the barrack. He isa .
gallant sportsman, with ali the thoughtlessness of .
the prodigal gentlemen. - He is always ready to - -
fight like a Caur de: Lion, but he bates the
cares of the State, and*swears . and sends to.the = "
devil everything that bothers him.. . woad :
tlhen 1f, * with such a King, the: public affairs re- .. -
mained pretty ruch o the same state 1 which -
they were before the war—ike same men ja "

(1]
office, the same_sort of Representatives.n the .
Parliament, .the same spirit i the adminrstratiog, -
Owiug to this, the original hiberal party-was'now
perfectly drowued ; “those’ genvine aspirations,
on wlich the Reyolution started.in 1847, were '
either silenced or.stifled ; and the French prinei
ples of 1789 became now the: only: programme
of the-Italian Revolution ; the -idea *that! Ttaly as¥

‘| was aow to'be® absolutely ‘ made" up affér ihat’ >
. AR B,
€ wan

fashion, prevaited altogether, ‘and “becanie’ th
.only possible’ Liberalism-~any : other, policy iwasystd
o kberalism; was.retrogradism, iWas; ras youssay shur -
‘in: another-sepse; Popery. v fid v iAol W geiasd
4+, Nowy God*kaows ‘how ‘midoy"errors ihis preg™!

valence of this pohey in Piedmont would sooq
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