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VILLA MARIA.
THE CONOREQATION OF NOTRE

DAME.

The splendid exhibit to bersent to the
Chtoago World's Fair. An aceount

of the materlal colleeted;and of
the courses of study

It woid be impossible, in the space
of an ordinary news Iaper article, to do
justice at once to suc an institution as
the Villa Maria convent and to such an
exhibit as the sisters of the Congregation
of Notre Darneare about to forward to
the World's Fair. Consequently we will
leave to some subsequent issue the ao-
count that we purpose giving of the
institution above mentioned, and confine
ourselves, for this week, ta the more
immediate subect of the grand collec-
tion of materia's taken from the works
of pupile in different bouses of the Order
and forwarded as educational samples to
the great Exhibition.

However, for the information of those
readers who may not be intimately
acquainted witb the origin and history
of the Congregation of Notre Dame, we
will preface our remarks with a few
details upon the subject. In 1653 the
Venerable Marguerite Bourgeoys came
to Canada, imiiier the protection of
Governor de Meisonneuve, the fonnder
of Montreal. During four years she
went about instructing the Indian child-
ren and the little unes belonging to the
few white coloniets. In 1657 M. de
Maisonneuve gave her possession of a
étable, or shed, adioning his residence
and in that lowly abode-how like the
Mother of God in the supreme moment
at Bethiehem-the venerable and ener-
getie wornan commenced the work of
instruction, of giving birth, as it were,
to the light of Christian truth in the
sonis of many a dusky child of the
forest. In 1658 she founded the.order,
which she calied the Congregation of
Our Lady, by associating with her, in
the gl.rious work, aP handful of the
devoted daughters of the pioneer settlers.
In those daym Alexander VII was on the
throne of St. Peter; Mr. Laval de
Montmorenci was first Bishop of the
colony, and the renowned Father Olier
assumed the protectiou of the newly
fouinded order.

Since then time bas marched two cen-
turies and a third, and civilization and
Christianity keep pace with time. We
cannot enteir into %detailed history of
-le Order, hoim lthen till our day, for such

wouhl be thoe- story of two hundred and
finiy years of M 'ntreal's and of Canada's
progrees. Let us leap the expanse of so
many yeas and stand for a moment fit
t1 hleoor of 4onklands. the residence of
our Canadian governiors of half a century
ago. Up on thsilopes that undualte and
swell inti thle be<auifîul western side of
Mouint Royal, therest-and the two magni-
ficent stritmtuct res. the Villa Maria Convent
and the Mother tHouse of the Congrega-
l ion of Notre Darne What a mighty
change! Yonder, as we look down upon
the glorions landscape, are scenes once
haunted, in the days of primenal wild-
nees, by the Indian children, and fre-
quented by Marguerite Bou geoys and
ber companions : here beside us is a
glor ious tintitution with its bright spires
and grey walls. the outcome of so m nch
labor ami sacrifice.

Villa Maria is the Mother House of
over one hundred institutions of female
education, al! under the direction of thue
Saitert of the Congregation of Notre
Dame, and scattered over Quebec, On-
tarie, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick,
Prince Edward Irianud, and the States of
Maine. Vermont, Connecticut, Rhode Is-
land, New York and Illinois. In ithese
are to be found about 24,336 pupils. And
fr,,m thirteen of Lhese houses. in Canada,
cons the splendid exlibit which lis now
!seing sent t Cnicaqgo, and which we had
the pleasure of inîspecting on Friday
last.

A&l the work to which we are about to
hurri'ly refer bas been collected since
laist July, and consista tof samples of what
the pupils in different Canadian convents,
under the direction of the Congregation
of Notré Daine. have performed in the
ordinary course of their classes. Itl is
wonderful how compactly so much has
heen arranged, and apparently the tesk
of choosing sanples was no easy one, for
certainly there was an enbarras de
richesses.

In the first place there are sainples of

the daily work prepared in a number of
amall copy-booka conveniently united
with light steel chains. The whole cur-
riculum,in these as in the largr vol-
umes, in represented. From the child of
seven year, writing a letter, to the gra-
duate penning an essay on some scientific
subject, there is something from each
class, grade and establishment. We
might remark that the sisters follow, in
their system, no cast-iron rules : they
accommodate the studies to the require-
ments of the locality, the province, or
country in which each particular house
is situated, and they follow, as much as
possible, the trend of modern ideas, and
the necessities of the age.

Of the larger volumes there are thirteen
in aIL They contained the classified
work of the pupils, as above mentioned.
In the preface to each volume we find
different marks, in red ink, made by the
teachers. These correspond with similar
marks throughout the book. Onie de-
notes faulty construction, another bad
spelling, a third omissions, and so on.
Thus the compositions remain to be ex-
amined exactly as they have been writ-
ten, giving an idea of the pupil's progress
and knowledge, as well as an idea of the
teacher's capacity in correcting. These
compositions represent all the subjects
taught by the community. A few of
which are general matbernatics, geoi-
etry, algebra, trigonometry, astronony,
chemistry, physics, hygene, philoso-
phy, zoology, botany, mineralogy,
geology, stenography, typewriting,
Latin, German, French, and English
literature, rhetorie, moral philosophy,
domestic economy and many other
branches, more or les, the off-shoots of
the above. There are also samples of
freehand drawing, pen and ink and
Indian ink sketches of birds, tishes. etc.,
illustrative of essaya on these subjects.
We might also add special articles on po-
litenes.

Turning from those splendid specimens
of the writing and studies of the pupils,
we find ourselves in presence of the plain
sewing and fancy work. Here we find
some pure Canadian wool and the articles
of wear made from it. The wool is from
sheep kept by the Sisters, it is carded
and spun by hand in the convent in the
olden way, then it is used ta make the
clothing for the members of the com-
munity, and also in the fabrication of
ornamental and other objects of most
delicate texture. The samples of cro-
chetting and knitting are varied and
moat beautiful, giving an idea of the

ifferent kinde of stitches taught. There
is an exquisite piece of hair work,one that
certainly surpasses anything we have
sen ftr muany a day. Hair work is some
what antiquated in our Mime, but, as pour
Keates says, "A thing of beauity is a joy
forever." More especially were we at-
tracted by the plain sewing. There will
be sent one set-a trousseau complete
for a girl of twelve years-every stitch
of which is done by hand. The tucks in
the robe are so fine that the work seems
almost microscopie.

Here we might incidentally remark
that there is a set of uacerdotal robes,
the painting and worknanship of which
challenge the admination of the keenest
critic, and ail dune by an aged sister of
the community. There is also a nun-
now in her eighty-fourth year-who is
working a carpet for the new chapel.
It is composed of every piece of rag that
can he picked up, but so delicately tint-
ed or dyed and so deftly woven that the
squares present a series of mnst admir-
abie bouquetsand Iruit clusters. When
comàpleted it will vie with a real piece oi
mosaîc. All this, however, is outside
the exhiits for the World's Fair. We
only refer t( ,these things incidentally as
shuwing the cleverness and industry
even of the oldest m nbers of the uom-
mnunity.

We now cross the corridor and enter
the rooni of art. There is an immense
portfolio, or scrap-book, if we can so cal
it, which contains the drawing and
painting exhibit. As in all other cases
samples are sent from the pupils of the
different bouses. Each sample is ac-
companied by the rules taught. The
theory, as expressed on these pages,
is the work of the teachers;
the application of that theory is the
work of the pupils. The convents and
and.academies have no special|:class or'
painting: it is only taught, when re-
quired by the puipils. But as soon as a
gial has reached a certain clase she is
always taught linear drawing, which
is considered alimost as requiset as pen-
manship. The samples tu be sent con-
mence with free-hand drawing, then

drawing with instruments, followed by
perspective, shading and so on upward.
In crayon, s well as painting in water-
color and oil, the pieces commence with
copies from engravings, reliefs, nature'
dead and animate, landscape, human
figures and thus from the most elemen.
ary up to the mot complete application
of the theories taught. These are fol-
lowed by samples of architectural draw.
ing. Flowers, fruit, foliage, landscape,
animal life, human features, from nature
and from imagination, thus does the
series run. This ast copy-book-so o
call it-afords the judge or observer a
chance of seeing the work and under-
standing the methods of teaching in a
very condensed way and in a ions' coin-
plete manner.

IL would take voliinmes to do justice
to theexhibit, anîd each volume would
have to he supplinented with several
hundred pages to sell the story of th..
work that has been done during two and
a half centuries hy the daughters (f the
Venerable Marguerite ;Bourgeoys, of the
immense good that has been pierforned
in our midet by the present splendid
institutions of education uinder their
guidance, in fact, of the details of what
is being loue i any oune house of the
order. Needless to say that we wish the
sisters, of the Congregation of Notre
Danip, all imaginable success with their
exhibits at Chicago. The alpproval that
they must meet with will rellect upon
the country and redound to the glory of
onr holy religion. We will cone again,
in the near future, with a history of
Villa !aria in particular, its system (f
instruction, its successes in the past and
the prospects, so bright and glowing,
that the future shhlil certainl bring.
Meanwhile we wish the good sisters and
their Congregation the tchuoicest of bless-
ings and the success rhey so wefl deserve:
froi the fulne.,ss of our heart we say to
the Congregation of Notre Damie, esto
ierpelua, niay your temporal croiwuiinf
prosperity and encouragenient he only
surpassed by the eternal erowni of happi-
ness and reward that awaits each indivi-
dual nenber in the realins of eteraity.

Motlher of exiles 1Driven fron home
and country, flying by night, biding in a
strange land and aniong strangers 'lis
there confort in that Lhought for those
of us who know. alas, too well, the sor-
row of exile:? We have heard the wail-
inz cry of those who part froi 1 rienads
and country; we have, perhaps, our-
selves, shared in the bitter grief of tho!ie
who go and those whi stay. Have we
never thought that .esus was iimself an
exile, and that H is Mther, Mary, nay
well be invoked as the Motiher of exiles
by those who know the bitterness of her
sorrow.

MNr. New Lee Wed :)You are a failure,
John. You've never had amny Iuck.

Mr. New Lee Ved: Yes, once ; I was
born single.-ro-:klen Life,
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DOMESTIC READING.

Very cuinning people are like a pin,
sha)r at the point and snali at the head.

Th'ie mîîisfortun'es which woild be the
hardest to) bear are those which never

The raretst feeling that ever lights a
human face is the contentient of a
loving soni.

Is it noL a gift, exceeding ail other
gifts, that God shaa cal! man His child,
aii mian shal cali God hie father?-St.

Hleaven sonietimes hedges a rare
character about with ungainhness and
odiunm, ais the burr that protects the
fruit.--Emnerson.

Sin is like giving a note at a high rate
of iiterest. It is so easy to spend the
n'oney you received from the note, and
so hard to pay itL back.

A friend is mcre apt to believe in a
had story about you than an enemy. In
lIping it is true an enemy fears it le not,
but a friend hoping it is not, believes it
js.

When mie person casts off the respon-
sibility of life it alwaya falls on the
shoulders of somebody else. Responsibi-
lity iever lie as a cut-off burden by the
wayside.


