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VILLA MARIA.

THE CONQREQGATION OF NOTRE
DAME.

Tho splendid exhibit to be sent to the
Chicago World’s Fair. An account
of the material colleeted _and of
the courses ot stmdy

It wonld be impossible, in the space
of an ordinary news %a.per article, to do
justice at once to such an institution as
the Villa Maria convent and to such an
exhibit as the sisters of the Congregation
of Notre Dame are about to forward to
the World’s Fair. Consequently we will
Jeave to some subsequent issue the ac-
count that we purpose giving of the
institution above mentioned, and confine
ourselves, for this week, to the more
immediate subject of the grand collec-
tion of materials taken from the works
of pupils in different houses of the Order
and forwarded as educational samples to
the great Exhibition.

However, for the information of those
readers who may not be intimately
acquainted with the origin and history
of the Congregation of Notre Dame, we
will preface our remarks with a few
details uwpon the subject. In 1633 the
Venerable Marguerite Bourgeoys came
tn Canada, nnder the protection of
Governor de Muisonneuve, the fonnder
of Montreal. During four years she
went about instructing the Indian child-
ren and the little ones belonging to the
few white colonista. In 1657 M. de
Maisonneuve gave her possession of a
stable, or shed, adjoining his residence
and in that lowly abode—how like the
Mother of God in the supreme moment
at Bethlehem~—the venerable and ener-
getic woman commenced the work of
instruction, of giving birth, as it wers,
to the light of Christian truth in the
sonls of many a dusky child of the
forest. In 1658 she founded the order,
which she called the Congregation of
Our Lady, by aseociating with her, in
the pglorious work, a handful of the
devoted daughters of the pinneersettlers.
In those days Alexander VII was on the
throne of St. Peter; Mer., Laval de
Montmorenci was first Bishop of the
colony, and the renowned Father Olier
assumed the protectiou of the newly
founded order.

Since then time has marched two cen-
turies and a third, and civilization and
Christianity keep pace with time. We
canuot emer iutn 4 detniled history of
the Order, from then till our day, for snch
waitht be the =tory of twa hundred and
fitty years of M ntreal’s und of Canada’s
progress.  Let us leap the expanse of sn
many years and stand for a moment at
the door of Monklands, the residence of
our Canndiar governors of half a century
ago. Up on theslopes that undualte and
swell into the beautiful western side of
Mount Royal, therestand the two magni-
ficentstructures, the Villa Marin Convent
and the Mother House of the Congrega-
1ion of Notre Darne What a mighty
chinge! Yonder, as we look down upon
the glorious landscape, are scenes once
haunted, in the days of primenal wild-
ness, by the Indian children, and fre-
quented by Muarguerite Bou geoys and
her companions : here beside us is a
glorious mstitution with its bright spires
and grey walle, the outcome of ko much
labor and sacrifice.

Villa Marin is the Mother House of
over one hundred institutions of female
education, all under the direction of the
Sinters of the Congregation of Notre
Dame, and scattered over Quebec, On-
tario, Nova Scotin, New Brunswick,
Prince Edward Islaud, and the States of
Mazaine. Vermont, Connecticut, Rhode Ig-
Jand, New York and Illinois. In these
are to be found about 24,336 pupils, And
fr..m thirteen of these houses, in Canadn,
comes the splendid exhibit which is now
heing sent to Cnicago, and which we had
l1,he pleasure of inspecting on Friday
ast.

All the work to which we are about to
hurridly refer has been collected since
last July, and consists of gamples of what
the pupilsinditferent Canadian convents,
under the direction of the Congregation
of Notre Duine, have performed in the
ordinary course of their classes. It is
wonderful how compactly so much has
been arranged, and apparently the task
of choosing samples wus no esny one, for
certninly there was an embarras e
richesses.

In the first place there are samples of

the daily work prepared in a number of
emall copy-books conveniently united
with slight steel chains. The whole cur-
riculum, in these as in the larger vol-
umes, is represented. From the child of
seven years, writing a letter, to the gra-
duate penning an essay on some scientific
subject, there is something from each
class, e and establishment. We
might remark that the sisters follow, in
their system, no cast-iron rules : they
accommodate the studies to the require-
ments of the locality, the province, or
country in which each pariicular house
is situated, and they follow, as much as
posgible, the trend of modern ideas, and
the necessities of the age.

Of the larger volumes thereare thirteen
in all. They contained tke clasaified
work of the pupils, a8 above mentioned.
In the preface to each volume we find
different marks, in red ink, made by the
teachers. These correspond with similar
marks throughout the book. One de-
notes faulty construction, another bad
spelling, a third omissions, and ao on.
Thus the compositions remain to be ex-
amined exactly ns they nave been writ-
ten, giving an idea of the pupil’s progress
and knowledge, as well a3 an idea of the
teacher’s capacity in correcting. These
compositione represent all the subjects
tanght by the community. A few of
which are general mathematics, geom-
etry, algebra, trigonometry, astronomy,

chemistry, physics, hygene, philoso-
phy, zvology, botany, mineralogy,
geology, stenography, typewriting,

Latin, German, French, and English
literature, rhetoric, moral philosophy,
domestic economy and many other
branches, more or less, the off-shoots of
the above. There are also samples of
freehand drawing, pen and ink and
Indian ink sketches of birds, tishes, etc.,
illustrative of essays on these subjects.
We might also add special articles on po-
liteness,

Turning [rom those splendid specimens
of the wriling and studies of the pupils,
we find ourselves in presence of the plain
sewing and fancy work, Here we find
some pure Canadian wool and the articles
of wear made from it. The wool is from
sheep kept by the Sisters, it is carded
and spun by hand in the convent in the
olden way, then it is used to make the
clothing for the members of the com-
munity, and also in the {abrication of
ormmamental and other objects of most
delicate texture. The sumples of cro-
chetting and knitting are varied and
most beautiful, giving an idea of the

ifferent kinds of stitches taught, There
is an exquisite piece of hair work,onethat
certainly surpasses anvthing we have
sen fur many a day, Hair work is some
what antiquated in our time, but, as poor
Keates snys, ** A thing of beauty is a joy
torever.” More especially were we at-
tracted by the plain sewing. There will
be sent one set—a trousseau complete
for a girl of twelve years—every stitch
of which is done by hand. The tucksin
the robe are so fine that the work seems
almost microscopic.

Here we might incidentally remark
that thare is a set of sacerdotal robes,
the painting and workmanship of which
challenge the admiration of the keenest
critic, and all done by an aged siater of
the community. There is also & nun—
now in her eighty-iourth year—who is
working a carpet for the new chapel.
1t is composed of every piece of rag that
can he picked up, but so delicately tint-
ed or dyed and so deftly woven that the
eqnAres present a series of most admir-
able bouquets and truit clusters. When
completed it will vie with a renl piece of
masaic. All this, bawever, is outside
the exhibits for the World's Fair. We
ounly refer t¢ these things incidentally as
showing the cleverness and industry
even of the oldest members off the vom-
munity. .

We now cross the corridor and enter
the room of art. There is an immense
porttolio, or scrap-buok, if we can so call
it, which containg the drawing and
painting exhibit. As in all other cases
samples are sent from the pupils of the
different houses. Each sample i8 sac-
companied by the rules taught. The
theory, as expressed on these pages,
is the work of the teachers;
the application of that theory is the
work of the pupils. The convents and

and,academies have no special class of

painting : it is only tanght when re-
quired by the pupils. Butasguon as a
giil has reached a certain class ghe is
always taught linear drawing, which
is considered almost as requisets as pen-
manship. The samples tu he sent com-
mence with free-hand drawing, then

drawing with instruments, followed b
perspective, shading andso on upward.
In crayon, a8 well as painting in water-
colors and oil, the pieces commence with
copies from engravings, reliels, nature’
dead and animate, landscape, human
figures and thus from the most elemen-
ary up to the most complete application
of the theories taught. These are fol
lowed by samples of architectural draw-
ing. Flowers, fruit, folinge, landscape,
animal life, hnman features, from nature
and from imagination, thus does the
series run. This yast capy-book—so to
call it—atlords the judge or observer a
chance of seeing the work and under-
standing the methods of teaching in a
very condensed way and in & most ‘com-
plete manner.

It would take voliines to do justice
to the exhibit, and each volume wounld
have to be supplimented with several
hundred pages to sell the story of the
work that has been done during two and
a half centuries by the daughiers of the
Venerable Marguerite ;Bourgeoys, of the
immense good that has been performed
in ourmidat by the present splendid
institutions of education under their
guidance, in fact, of the details of what
is being done in any one house of the
order. Needless to say that we wish the
gsisters, of the Congregation of Notre
Dame, all imaginable succeas with their
exhibils at Chicago. The approval that
they must meet with will reflect upon
the country and redound to the glory of
onr holy religion. We will come ngain,
in the near fature, with a history of
Villa Maris in particular, its system of
instruction, its successes in the past and
the prospects, so bright and glowing,
thut the future shhll certainly bring.
Meanwhile we wish the good sisters and
their Congregation the choicest of bless-
ings and the suceess they so well deserve:
from the fulness of our heart we say to
the Congregation of Notre Dame, esto
perpelia, may your temporal crown of
prusperity and encouragement be only
surpussed by the eternal crown of happi-
ness and reward that awaits each indivi-
dual member in the realns of eteraity,

Mother of exiles! Driven from hon
and countrey, flying by night, biding in a
strange land and among strangers ! Is
there comfort in that thought for those
of us who know. alas, too wel!, the sor-
row of exile? We have heard the wajl-
ing cry of those who part from iriends
and country; we have, perhaps, our
selves, shared in the bitter grief of those
who go and those who stay. Have we
never thought that Jesus was himself an
exile, and that His Mother, Mary, may
well be invoked as the Mother uf exiles
by those who know the bitterness of her
BOTIQW.

Mrs. New Lee Wed : You are n failure,
John. You've never had any luck.
Mr. New Lee Wed : Yes, once; I wus
born single.— Brocklyn Life,
—_——— -
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DOMESTIC READING.

Very cuunning people are like a pin,
sharp at the point and small at the head.

The misfortunes which would be the
hardest to bear are those which never
come,

The rarest feeling that ever lights s
buman face is the contentment of a
loving sonl.

Is it not a gift, exceeding all other
giits, that God shall call man His child,
aml man shall call God his father ?— 8¢,
Leo.

Heaven sometimes hedges a rare
character about with ungainliness and
odium, as the burr that protects the
frait.— Emersmi.

Sin is like giving n note at a high rate
of intereat. It is 8o easy to spend the
noney you received from the note, and
80 hard to pay it back.

A friend is more apt to believe in a
bad story about you thun an enemy. In
hoping it is true an enemy fears it 1s not,
hut « friend hoping it is not, believes it
i,

When one person casts off the respon-
sibility of life it always falla on the
shoulders of somebody else. Responsibi-
lity never lic as & cast-off hurden by the
wayside.




