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1 Auy persou who takes a paper regularly
from thi p;osn-ofﬁce, whether ‘directed in_his
name or another’s or whether he has snbscribed
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2. If a peraon orders his paper discontinovd,
he must pay up all arrears, or the publisher msy
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shen collecs the whole amount, whether the
paper is taken from the offi.e or not.

3. In eunits for subscriptions, the suit may be
inatituted in the place where the peper 18 pub
lighed, slthough the subscriber may reside
haovdreds of miles away.

4, The courts bave decided that refusing to
take newspapers or periodicals from the poet-
oftice, or removine_and lcasiag them uncalled
for, ghile unpaid, is prima facte of intentional
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CALENDAR FoR THE WEEK.
‘WEeDpNESDAY, Feb. Gth, St. Titus,
THURsDAY, Fob, 7th, St. Romauld,
Fripay, Feb. 8th, St. John de Matha,
SatorDpaY, Feb. 9th, St. Riymond de

Pennsfort.
SUNDAY, Feb, 10th, 5th after Ephiphany.
MonpaYy, Fab. 11th, 8t. Genevieve.
Tugspay, Feb, 12th, St. Ildephonso.
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The Evangelical Business.

—

Oortain gentlomen who tock a prominent
part In the attacks on the Oatholic Church at
the mesting of tke Evangelical Alllance in
this oity lant full, renewed their assanlts in
the eame direotion at Toronto in the recent
meeting of a branch of the Alliance at that
oity. We gather from the Mail's report that
+¢ the evils assaclated with the domination of
% tho Roman Catholic Church” were oarried
an **a matter of urgency” into the Toronto
mesting. The Alliavce, it also appears, bar,
by starting a orasade agsinst the Catholic
Church, somewhat trespsesed beyond ita
-prdlnary sphere. Confined to ita special ob-
jects we wounld have for the Allianoe nothing
bat applause and encouragement, But when
amen with more zeal than diecreation make it
an ongine-for the promotion ot religions strife
in commaunitles where there inno sense of
wrong or csues of aggrivation, public duty
demsndy that they be held up In thelr true
-oharacter as incendiarles and disturbers of
the public peace.

As a rulo Catholics tske no notice of there
aseanlts, ner would they be noticed in THE
TrUE WITNESS, were it not that these Evan-
golical bigote mny poseibly succced In their
reprehensible purpose of foflaming tne minda
of tho lesa intelligent and moderate among
Protestants, and thus lead to dissensions
which can be productive of nothing but misery
to the dupes of fanaticiem. Three of the
Toronto meetlngs were devoted, we learn
from the Mail, ‘“to variona aspects of that
(the Catholic Church) esubjeot, and very
vigorcus anti-papal spseches were made.”
‘Questloned concerning this action of the Al-
Hance, Mr. John Macdonald, president of the
Alllanco, and a senator, stated that the basis
of the Eva=zgelleal Alllanca wos beltef in
.thowe doctrines of Christianity which are ac-
cepted by all the Evangelical Chiwrcher, and
which may be the platform of all denomios-
‘tions. Ha emphaeised, ar be felt it his duty
to do, the faot that the original intention and
design of tho Alliancs was not that of avow-
od hostility to the Catholic Church ; theugh
he stated furtoer, that should the action of
that Church come up at any timoe as threaten-
ing'Protestant libertize, it would then be the
daty of membera of the Ailiance to stand
side hy sida to repel any attempt of the
kind.”

Ju confirmation of ths last part of the fore-
going sortence, It must be borne in mind that
Mr. $Macdonald’s waa one of the tivo signa.
tures.attached to the petition to the Gover.
nor-Genersl-in-Counoil sgalnet the passing of
the Jesuite’ Katates bill, which wae presentod
by the Evangelical Alliance, of Montreal, on
.Januaty 135h, a document which urges Pro-
testant views in the most direct manner,

Conwersing with a representative of the
Hail Rev. W, Reld, D D., said that *“it was
.not the inteution of the Evangelioal Alllance
‘to come-out as & pelitical engine to endeavor
o overtarn the machinations of Romanism.
‘The atmo of the Alliance lay rather in the

. «djrection of promoting unity of acticn In
oplrituel work, and in fortering a friendly
#plrlt among the varlous evangelical donomi-
nuatiops, It had in past times undertaken
.aunceeseful werk in the direction of Sabbath
obeervance, and at ons time held weekly
-meetings for prayer and exhortation, which,
he thought, were ‘beneficial to the spiritnsl
life .of the communities referred to, He was
mot prepared fo say what would be done In
{utnre by the Alliance ; no doubt & meeting

- would be held at which future acticn would
be determined.”

It would thus sppear that the fanatical
.element in the Alliance I» beat on transform
4ng it into & semi-political propaganda againat
the Cstholic Church and the Cathollo people.
Nothing has occurred to justify this new de-

-psrtare among tho bigots, unleas it be that
‘Dbueinesn iz getting slack with them, and some-
4hing muet be dene to'revive flaggiog interect
~4n Bvangelioallera. * The Jesuits’ Bill was not
.an not of Cathollo sggreasion, for the patition
-for ita disallowance says that tho grant was

_opposed by membersof the Oatholie hierarchy.

Jhe division of school taxas at Montreatls

not a matter beyond falr, rensonable adjuste
ment. Nor is its settioment likely to be pro-
moted by violent denunciations of the Catho-
lic Oburch. What then, iz the csuse of all
the row ? ‘ :

Simply this: Protestantism, honyoombed
with Rationalism snd Infidelity, o deoay}ing
at a rate that appalle its ministers, who ratse
tbe antl.Catholic cry with the hope of arrest-
ing the depopulation of their churches. It
@1l be observed that the speeches of the
Evangelloals are more political than religions,
Taey affsct to be terified at the power exer-
cised by the Catholic Cburah, but surely they
do not expeot to lessen that power, founded
as it ir, on population and couatitutioaal
right by wildly harranglog against ‘ Roman-
fsm”? Thelr specches haye nob disturbed
the Mercler government, nor have they even
stirred up a siogle Proteatant member of the
Leglslature to object to the setilement. Sir
Jobn Moodonald was equally deaf to Evange-
lieal objections,

Now these facts prove either of two things,
namely, the provinclal and federal govern-
ments and leglslatures do not share the ap-
prehiensions of the HEvanclical alarmists, or
Catholios are too powerful and thelr attitude
too correct for any governmest to assail them
with impunity. We believe both pointa are
founded in truth and reason, The conclusion,
therefore, {a that the No Popery addition to
the Bvangelical blazon has beecn made on
business principles and will be worked for all
it i worth for a very palpable, If not very
elevated, purpose.

Moantime, as a spur to Evangelioal efforta
for the overthrow of Cathollo institutions, we
would commend a study of the following
passage from Maoaulay :—~*The Papacy re-
mains, not in decay, not a mere antiqne, but
fal! of life and youthful vigor, The Catholio
Charch i still eending forth to the farthest
ends of the world micslonaries s zsalous as
those who landed in Kent with Augustin, and
atill confronting hostile kinge with the eame
spirit with which she confronted Atilla, The
pumber of her children Is greater than In any
former age, Her acquisitions In the New
World kave more than compensated for what
she bas loat in the Old. Her spiritual ascend-
ancy extends over the vast countries which
e between the plains of the Missouri and
Oape Horn. Nor do we see sny algn whioh
indicates that the term of her long dominion
is approaching. She saw the commenscement
of all the governments and of all the ecolesi-
astical establishments that now exiat in the
world ; and we feel no assarance that ehe s
 not destined to see the end of them all,”

Sir John Macdorald and the
Workingmen.

Workingmen who approach Sir Jobn Mao-
donald to urge on him the adoption of man-
hood svffrage and other measures losking to
the fnorease of politioal power among the
laboring classes, must have done ao fer the
purpose of presenting their viewa only, or
alse they have given but a very suporficial
study to the man, his policy and methoda,

Had they followed the line of thought here

suggested they would have long ago been
convinced of the futility of applyiug to onn
intent upon founding an aristocracy end da-
voted to Imperialiem, for leglalation utterly
incompatible with, and subversive of his mos:
cherishod deslgns, They would aleo hava
discovered that, even were he aver so willing
to nccedo to their demands as a matter of ex-
pedienoy, he could not do so without jeopar-
dizlog kis position. Workingmen are proba-
bly aware, or they ought to be, thatin the
eyea of Conservative etatesmon ‘‘a Penniloes
Omnipotence is an lnsupportable presence,”
- And what is this Penniless Omnipotence—
this bogbear of European Aristocracy and
American Platooracy? Ia it not what {e
ealled the Proletarlat o Europe end the
Labor party in America ?

Workingmen must be unconsciouns indeed
of the drift of political forces and the thought
which accompanies them in these daye, if
they do not know that in all natiens where
tha labor problem Is coming to the front,
statcsmen liks Sir Johh Macdonald, brought
up under, snd imbued with, Conservativg
Idess, regard tho fncrsase of politlcal power
among the masees with the most profound
mlegiving, The contemplation of absolute
political soverelgnty vested In the masees pre-
aents to him a very tangible danger acd filla
him with apprehension. This fecling is in.
atinctive, and in bim takes the place of poli-
tical principle. Actlng upon it, he has
striven to create an aristooracy out of the
Oaptains of Industry, belioving that the men
who employ labor most extensively can von-
trol the laborers most effectively. The gues-
tlon whether Laborlem fs the evolutionary
forerunner of Soclalism is svfiiciently within
the reglon of speculation to rouse the most
desperate reslatance on the part of those who
have come to regard themselves as naturally
entitled to exercise the functione of govern.
meat,

If they will only observe and think, work.
lagmen must see that the secret of Sir John
Macdonald's policy hae alwaps been the oan-
centration, not the dispersion, of wealth and
property: In prinoiple, it i preclsely the
game as that which prompted aristooratio
governments everywhere to place the burden
of taxation In whole or most part cn the
working olass while keeping them In ignor.
ence and impressing them with superstitions
awe of rank and power. Brought face %o
face with the advanclog columns of Labor,
Sir Jobn Maodonald rellea more on their
ignorance of their own strength than on his
power to combat them. Therefore, he dazzles
them with gllttorlng generalitles and pats
them off from year to year, while quietly
working with all his might to oreate a class
of plutoorats to aot a8 a barrler agalnat thefr
advance to the oitadel of politica! power.

It has been pretty clearly demoastrated by
one ¢f the most acute students of contem.

porary soclel movements that “in the freest

permasiently sustained by diffusion, and, if |
exlsting conditions have Iselated It In the

hands of the fow, the many will lis under a

constant, and In” emergenoles, an irresistable

temptation to take freedom in their hauds,

and force the distribatior of property by law,

or vatiopalize it entirely. by a socislistio re.

oonetruction.” 'The wealthy and privileged

classes have 50 long besn accustomed o maks

the laws in their own interest that they have

some to regurd thefr syatem as the only really

gound one. They beld and. till hold the

trath of the maxim that power must be dis-

tributed in some proportion to property, aund

stand aghest at the demoorasio alternative

proposition that property must be distributed

in some proportion to power. This is really

what the workingmen mean when they ap-

proack the Promier with suygestions for
radical loglslation, but he sees farther than

they do. To accede to their demands he
knows would be tantamount to aigning his
own polltical death warrant. But he takes
gaod ocore not to tell them so, and finds a
refuge In vaguensss that may mean anything
or acthing,

Lst not the laborera decelve themselves.
ir John Macdonald has already been com-
pelled to msake hia cholce and cannot change
it, His system, his power, nay, his very
existonce, {8 bound up with the privileged
clasa hia policy hag created. His providencs
is for those who employ, nut for those who
are employed. Living a8 he does in a perlod
of rapid traneitlon, expediency has bhad as
much to do with fixing his couree as natural
bent. But workingmen may rest asasured
that so long as he oan command the support
of cotton lords, eugar kings, iron barons and
others of that ilk, he will not legiklate in a
way to make the haunds politically independ-
ent of their employera.

Yet all Sir John Macdonald or any other
mon can do against the advanclng tide Is
reslly very little and of ephemeral effect.
* The gradual development of the principle
of cquality,” says de Tocqueville, “is a
Providential fact, IG has all the charaoterls-
tics of such a fact. It is uoiversal; it is
durable; it constantly eoludes all haman in-
terference ; and all evente, as well as men,
contribute to its progress. Would it be wire
to Imagine that a seclal movement, the causes
of which lis so far back, oan be checked by
the efforts of one generation? Can it be be-
lisved that the democracy which has ever-
thrown the feudal system and vanquished
kinge will retreat hefore tradesmen and capi-

talista ? Will it stop now that it hss grown
so strong, and ita ndversaries 8o weak ?”
e )
France.

General Bonlanger’s succesa in rallying to
his sapport a sufficient number of Parislan
factionlste to give bim a msajerlty of eighty
thousand votes over his opponent, again ex-
poses with painful publicity the ionate defcots
of French republicanism, The evils that nov
sfilict France, the dangers that menace the
Republic, are tho natural, tho inovitable re-
sult of her past. In France parlinmeuntary
ipstitutions are not, s in England, an evolu-
tionary developmen%, brnadening down from
precedent to precedent, Properly spesking,
Feance never had a parliement ae such is
understood in Epgland and her ocloniss,
Among ths English, av a writer in the Jana-
ary Contemporary Rcview observes, **The
theory and the forms of ths constitution heve
been preserved intact In the darke:t dsys,
and the burirenss of reformera has always
been not 8o much to oreatv as to revivify end
restore,”

Among the French, on the contrary, purlia-
men!ary institutions hed been obliteratcd for
ooe hundred and seventy-five ycars when
Lounis XVI, summoned the Estatcs. In Eng-
land, the Commons bad never been wholly
suppressed and had riren to supremacy, not
withoutpassing through the fireaof rovolution,
it muat be admitted, but always ae a living
embhodiment of the will of the people. Thus
the tide cf revolation, even to the extreme
extent of decapiiating a king at one timeand
deposing & dynacty at another, wae made to
flow in couetftutional channels,

Not 80 was it in France where parliamont,
in the modern sense, caome into beirg amid
tho throes of revolution, thus establisking, o
it were, the constitutionality of cstastrophe,
A Nutiona! Assembly which, in the assumsd
namo of the people, wiped out the two eatates
of the nobility and olergy, deposed and cxe-
cuted the kiog, did not Inougurate an orderly
democracy where parties, united on a princi-
ple ot loyaity, might fairly vie with each
other on questions of policy, but a system of
revolutions where opposing partics not only
sought to change the personnel of the govern
ment, but also its fundamental principle.

In England, Whigs and Torles contended
for offico and the trlumph of a polley, In
Fronce Monarchists and Republicans siruggl-
ed to maintain or upset the constitution itsetf,
ag the case might be. Theze unhappy condi.
tions wers complicated by Imperialiem,
There was no central idea except that each
vaunted a desire to ‘‘save France” from the
misery of belng misgoverned by the othera.

Thne ohanges that ir England involved no
more thaut the downfall of cne set of politi.
olang and the elevation of another, in France
entailed republic, empire, monarchy, one
after another, over and over agsin, rising and
falling amid confaslor, bloodshed and dis-
aster, till the hope of stability under any of
these forme appearz almost on the eve of
abandonment, Freedom, as we understand it,
is leee denired by these severa) 7:otions than
power to usa the anthority and mechanism of
governmont to impair er deatroy the icflaence
of their adversaries, The Revolution found
the affalra of the nation administered by a
strong centralised organization, with its hand
everywhere and on everything, and the Revo-
lation left them go,

The paternal autocratls idea of government
an}matea the Kepublic to no less an extent than

democi'qb!y; ‘individual property- @q only be | the Monaféhy'gpd'ihﬁ- Emp_iré; * Thus it has

‘power of the State, but none bas sought to

been the object of sach party to seize the

olrcumeoribe its range. Nor could it be
atherwise wben parties aro disposed in the
way we have gsen, Whilst a1l songht libérty
for themselves, they each wers afraid to
grans it to their oppononts, fer fear those ap-
ponents should get the authority of this
poweaiful centzal2sd eyetem of gevernmeni
into their hande and use is to deprive them
of liberty. :

Harein llzs the sccrot of the Instablity of
Freuch governmonts, With all her marvel
louse eff+rts to entablish freedem, France has
never enjoyed it. Perhape, too, from thie
pathetic story of natlonal failore we may
leurn that, in spite of the ghustly experience

of two experiments in Imperialism, the
French peeple look with hope even to .o
mooifest; a charlatan as Boulanger. It~ ...,
seem ag if they longed to realize I Jarlyle's
ideal of ““a strong man,” who ¢ 4ng Guer.
come thae factiona and reduce of ,50q ¢ order
and stability.

The man on horseback Yy pot a desirable
reler, yet France, likv, all republics, has s
etrange love for hlm, ang when he appears e
ready to fall d0W"4 and worship him. Of this
cbaracter Frar,qs has furnished three degrees
of compsrisoq ; poaitive, Napoleen Bonaparte,
compaca‘dve, Lonis Napoleon, esuperlative,
Boulsgger, From the positive genius we des-
o,nd through the cemparative scamp to the
saperlative humbug. Like Byron, France
wauts a hero—

~—i An uncommon want,
8ince every year and month sends forth a new one
Till after cloying the G. zettos with cant
The age discove-s he is not the trus one."
Amad, like the pcet furthermore, she takes
what she can get in the way of serving her
purpone and ot each oconsion

# We all have 2cen him in the pantomime
Seant to the devil somewhat ere his time,"

But baak of all this we traoce the influence
of Ronssean, who held the State to be the
organ of soclety in all its fnterests, desires
and needs, and to be inveated with all the
powers and rights of all the iudividnals that
compose it. Frenchmen have never shaken
themaelves free of this fulse idea. Under the
social contract, by which Roussean concelved
tbe Stata to be conetituted, individusla gave
ap all their rights and possessions to the
osmmunity and got them back immediately
afterwards as mere State concessions, which
there could bs no injuetice in withdrawiog
agoin next day for the greater good of the
commaunity. Instead of erjoying equal free”
dom ss mep, the great objcot was to mske
them ejoy equal completeness as citizena.

It &1l thus be obeerved tbst Frenoh ro-
publicaniem procseds on lines quite different
from, and rerugoent to, those pursued in
England and America. Buat the French have
achieved the idea of perfrct politioal tynality
and assimilated it so thoroughly that it must
forever war against the permanent establisk.
ment of either monarchy or emplre. But we
are not without hope that a pecple who have
achieved, suflered, sacrificed 80 much for
freedom will finally emerge from thelr tribu.
lations, purged of their errors and tolliea and
restored to reverence for chose principler
whereby true liberty und lasting national
prosperty and greatness can slone be secared.

¢ A Man Who Bens and Cans.”

—

¢ Whore aro my friends, tho Whigs ?
Exactly where they were.??
—Byron.

Substitute the word ¢ Grits” for Whigs"
in the above, and the quotation admirahly
desoribes the present political sitnation in
federsl =affuirs. The Riform, or Liberal,
party, undoubtedly led by able, honest men
appears to bo strangely hana.capped in ity
efforts to obtain contrel of the treasury at
Oitaws., This ie the more extraordioary
wken we obzorve nearly all the previncee
have besn wrested by them from the Cozser-
vativey, Witk the e¢xcrption of Oantarlo,
where the gerrymender hag made two Tory
votes outweigh tLres l.:teral, preoisely the
pameo constituenniss retvin Liberals to the
provinciz] cesrmile © d Coneervatives to
the Domirion Cua:r ene, I% woald be absurd
to suppoze that this Gascrimination arises from
a cenvioticn in the electoral mind that the
Tories sre not to ba truelsd with provincisl
government, but msy sufely be nllewed to run
tho Dominien. What then, {8 the reason for
this anomaly ?

Outside the manufscturlng centres and n
fow conatituoncies deminated by Orangelsm,
the Macdonsld ministry haa really no hold on
the country. But, ss Carlyle saye, *much
is poesible to a man ; men will obey a man
who Kens end Cans,” Sir John Macdonald
Is a man of this kind, Having once obtained
a majority in parfiament he used it to legis-
lato in a way ¢o fix his yeke permanently on
the Domirnion, Cynically devold of confid-
ence in the demooratfo dootrine that, the
nearer government cumes to the people and
the oloser it ls under popular control, the
better for the State, herearranged the bound_
arlee of copatitnencies and tock into his own
hands the regulation of the franchise. To
oomplete the system of uncrowned autooraocy
working through the forms of constitutional
usage, he asaumed the right of nomination to
parliament withiu his party and endowed bis
own aworn pari'zins with absolute disoretion
a9 returning officers,

It wan neceesory, however, that he should
have o party of his uwn outside parliament—
a party of interost, not principle—on whose
selfishners he could rely for supplies of the
sinews of war. Havipg no natural ariste-
oracy like that on which Iinglish Tory states-
men osn always dopend when contemplating
raids on populr righta and the earnings of the
masaes, he get to work tocreate a plutooracy,
To use his own eclegant simile, he *climbsd
the tree and shook down the nuts to the
hops,” Id est, he muds laws consernfug
trade and comamerce wherehy certain favored
individuals were epabled to bloom ont as

mlllionni_r"u through the abolition of comp o1
tion in supplylng the food and olothing ¢ A the
people. : : ,

The * hoge” were properly gratef al

Whgn ho called upon them at M .ontreal and
Toronto to come down handsor

A .. aly with sab-
soriptions to his election fun 4. the .
«, they respon
ed of couree, and furtherm .ore bled to the ex-
tent of two hundred th' 03 aollars to en-
wble bia to et cp o e
to take the place of pecial newspaper organ
P .the Mail, which had re-
pudiated and def o3 pim, Thos armed and
equipped he %y 45 the constituencies. For
Individusl ~ 010 seliers the hard cash was
forthoomf o0 and for constitaencles en bloc ke
Preten’ o3 the open wholesale bribes of rail-
WaY  subsidies and public worke,

Here we have the secret of Sir John Mag-
donald’s euccess, He Kens and Cans.

The people don’t want him, never reslly
put sny faith in him, and, were he to appenl;
to them on his record to-morrow, as Mr. |
Mackenzie Innocently did in 1878, he wonld
be beaten ont of sight, Canada is not Tory.
Itis not even Conservative. The vast pre-
ponderence of popular sentiment iz en the
Liberal side. To maintaln the semblance of
a Tory government at Ottawa and Sir John
Macdonald in power, the people have been
foroed to pay against their wiil handreds of
milllens of dollars, besldes being plunged in
debt beyond hope of redemption,

Bat o greater misfortune than the loss of
millions, & more paralgsing affitotion than an
inextingulshable debt, is the moral degrada-
tion brought wpon the whole people by Mac-
donald’s corruptions and debancheries with
the social and political gangrens of hia ex-
ample In evil success,

T ————

The Irish Situation.

Events in Ireland durlng the past week
have profoundly stirred the Irfsh people at
home and abroad. Since the begincicg of
the new year the government has renewed its
feroolona policy in the most drastic manner
possible under the Infamous crimes act.
Priests, members of parllament, private citi-
zeay, men and women, have been rent to
prison right and left on the most flimsy pre-
texts. A perfect reign of terror has been
established In the name of law, yet the people
endure it all with the moet herolo fortitude,

But the great cauee of indignation, amount-
ing in some places to exasperation, has baen
ths brutal ill-usage to which Mr. Willlam
O'Brien has been sabjected in Clonmel jail,
It would seem as if Balfour were determined
to murder bim as he murdered Mr, Mande.
ville. He has gone too far as it s, and the
calmer heads may be unable to control thoeo
wilder spirits who are resdy to take ven.
geonoe on the miscreant Seoretary, his abet:
tors and tools. In all movements of thie
kind there are men who act independently on
the impulse of cutraged humanity. They are
pot amendable to disoipline and may strike a
terrible blow at any moment. Thie is the
great denger that menaces the Irish oause,
for nothing would please the Tories and rene.
gade Unioniste more than *‘ontrages’” trace-
able to Irishmen. Even Lord Saliabury
might, like the pagen king, be not unwiliing
to see bla bdloved nephew offered up asa
eacrifice, If thersby he could win a victory
over the Irish,

At this moment Willlam O’Brien stards
forth as the Hving embodimexnt of the indomi-
table determination of the Irish nation to
perish rather than submit to a degradation.
But there is a greater Ireland outside the
Green Isle, and it Is from its racks toat the
power, with which the Tory goverament is
vainly contendlng, proceeds. 1% ia an Ireland
which oannot be conquered, which grows
sironger every day. It has courage, coolness,
money and men in millions. 'With it the Tories
must rackon, and by it they muet he prepared
toj snffor the full meaeure of punichment for
their infquity, More money, moro lives moy
have to be saocrificed, but the erop of armed
men coming from the Cadmaan tect:, sown
by centnries of tyranny, is perennial and fu-
oreassz yesr by year,

e i
The Duke’s Deofgnia,

—

The Duko of Argyle has ventured to take
up thd cirdgels in defenco of (he renegade
Liberals who deserted Mr. Gladstone, on the
Home Rule question, and reply to Mr. Fred-
erick Harrlson, The Duke's paper appeers in
the January Contemporary Review, snd is
about the moet lame und Impotent perform.
snce, considering the historical importance
and political gravity of thesubject treated and
the toplofty assumptions of the writer,

No one, howsser, will dispute the fitness
of the Duke of Argyle for the performance of
the task of defending the landlords of Ire-
land and the Tory ministry which has under-
taken thelr preservation. The descendant of
a line of unsorupulous lend-grabbers, whos,
wealth hag been derived from robbery, con-
fizoation and treachery, he of all men ia the
one who ought to defend a olass and asystem,
by whom and through whicb, the people of
Eogland, Scotland and Ireland were plunder-
ed of their pataral and legal heritage in the
laud, In any other man a defence of the
penal laws of Treland would be surprising,
When & lineal desoendent of the * the base,
bratal and bloody Whige” wakes that de-
fence we racognize the fitness of his advocacy
while we refuse to admis its justlce or logic.
The penal laws, he says, were enacted by
men ‘‘of the Reformed faith who had the
beat of all reasons for direotlng penal laws
againet those who were in standing consplr.
aoy to exterminate themselves,” These men
“* bad the toosin of St. Bartholemew soundlag
in thelir ears,” and ¢ that dreadful knell had
its lasting reverbrations despened and renew-
ed by the then recent Revooation of the ediot
of Nantes.” Insbort. the Duke's argument
Is that it was an age of religioun wars and
peracontions and English Protestants perse-
outed Irish Oatholics for fear of, or In retalia.

——y
by

lUos In other countries, ‘But he admita thys
‘“the peoal laws were indeed deteatable—.
judged in the light of our own times and qp.
sidered as the mere instruments of religioy,
persecution.” He holds them exousahy,

however, because ‘¢ they were not enagteq [.;
defenoe of tenets, but in defence of inatity.
tions,” Those were *¢ fundamental inatity.
tions in which all freedom rested ana o
which all that was desr to men dependeg,»
Finally the Doke declares ihat the Irhh
Catholios ¢ were subjacted to penal law, be.
oause they were then in a standing oonspiragy
to suppress what they called heresy, and 5, 3
means of doiog ao, subvert the monarohy apg
the lawa of Eogland.”

Acoepting this as the best defence for the
orueleat perseoution on record, MAy we agf
what excnse it contalns for the refusal o do
justice to Ircland now that the whole char.
acter of ths confliot has changed ?

It is not with the dead past that we of thy
present day haveto deal. Certain oonditiop,
hove been bequeathed, or have resulted from
the past. The duty of the mep of to-dayfy
to modity or abolish them, so than modery
economical principles and forces may havs
proper play. Landlordlsm is one of the
worst—the very worst we think—of theye
conditlons. There can be no peace, no pro.
gress tll it is removed, The government or
the class who think to preserve it by acty of
coerolon and such Infernal methods as Balfog,
fe now prosecuting in Ireland are fighting
agalost fate and doomed to fallure, Tp,
Duke of Argyle is, of course, defending thy
land robbers of whichk he is a rreminent
member and representative. The notice ¢,
quit served on Irlsh landlords, he expects ¢,
see nalled to the gates of Iaverary any fin,
morning. When Irisk landlordism goex
down, Scotoh and English landlordiam may
preparo to vanish in like manver. This [g thy
terror that inspires the ducal pen, Bahipg
Home Raule rises the foreshadows of Sootgl
Radicaliem and Englieh Demooracy, Fegg.
alism in the persons of the Duke of Argyls
and the Marquis of Salisbury, is making jty
last stand, but thelr resistence is hopelen
and can only have the effect of making the
coming revelution more thorough, complete
and radical.

Lasr Thursday the Dominlon Parliament
waa opened for despatoh «f buoinees, If the
spoech from the throne may be taken sss
oorreot forecast of that business, then we
must frankly say that there was very little
neceesity for holding the sezsion, Not one of
the really great gnestions uppermoat In the
pudlic mind are alluded to. Minieters seem
to imagine thot, having fixed things to sult
themselves, there is no need of further action,
We look, however, to the Oppoeition for m
exposition of matters which the Government
by eilence evincea a disposition to Ignore,
The succeos of unreatrictsd reclprooity at the
bye-electlons indioates the lines on which th
Opposition should proceed, and Mr. Laurleri
emphatio declsration of his intention to urg
tkat question has roused popular expectation,
The minlstry is very much weaker in person
nel and in numerfesl support to what it wa
last sestion, and the meagre offisial pre-
gramme outlined fn the opeech from the
throne betrays timidity, If it ie the inten
ticn, sk reporied, to spring a general clection,
this year, the game of Iscg faw i compre
henatbls, ard ehonld wern the Literals b
take evury cpportunity this sessforn to ad
vaaeo their peliey clenrly and fercibly before
the country, 8o thut in the event of a dipsoln-
tion they will not he unprepared. The
eplendld victorlos in Jolieite and Haldimand,
by waich agricultural consiituencies in Que:
bec and Ouaturio gave emphatic endorsatin
to the Liberal pelivy of Unrestricted Regl
procity, will greatly strengihen the causs df
commercial lihersiiocn and frlenly rolatiom
with cur nelgitors to the soath. Tho Uppo-
altlon is sound with tho farmers, who are not
and cenvct be benefitted by the protective
policy. Wn, therefore, Inok for a aplrited
advange all along the line of the Reform
rauks, .

Mz CoULTER'S clection in HalGimand fos
great triumph for the Libernls and for Unre
strioted Reclprocity, The Government made
the most derperate and determined efforts o
win the constitucncy and carried it twice by
the most fl.grant corruption. Ncw, how
ever, thoy are beatcn bandeomely and ¢ffec
tively, deepite cosrclon of Indiary, the brlbe
of a pukblic building a4 Cayuga and a biidge
over the Grand river, ooating $10,008 each,
But more significsnt taun all is the faot that
Mr. Coulter waa eloctcd by a decisive
majority in face of the decloratiun by the
Tory prees thes his reture woald be regarded
and accopted sz an clevtoral manifeato I
favor of annexution. If what she organs sald
be true, the clectors of Haldimand prefer
Aunnexation to Macdonaldism—a conclusion
we believe not very far from ocorrect,

THE terriblo tragedy by which Prince
Rudolf met hls death-Is despened by tbe
mystery which surrounds it. Whether b
died by bis own hand, was killed in a duel of
murdered, is still a qustion, but thers canbe
no doubt that his death was the calmination
of a dark tale of misery and orime, Her
was a man ococupying one of the most envicd
lota that can fall o any human being ; learn
ed, intelleotual, with the meana of happinen
at command, heir to the throne of one of the
greateat empires of the earth, yet he hal
perished miserably in the prime of life,s
viotim to what appeare to have besn a domes-
tiotrouble. Mated to an Incongenial, sterlls
wife, we know ho wae, but there must have
been something more than that, arising from
it in )l likelihood, to account for the ghastly
terminatlon of his carear, But whateverthé
truth may be the atory as far s it Is knows
only goes to prove the old lemson tbatze
mortal is exampt from the sorrows and mit

tlon, for peraecntion of Protestants by Oatho- !

erles of life, and that shame and. deathﬂlg_) ’



