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lexpired after a long struggle.  The other, horrified by the con-
;torlions and agony of his comrade, dropped his noose, and was
Iretaken. When discovered, two or three days afterwards, the
[ hody of Jacob was dreadfully torn and mnangled, by the buzzards.
! Among the slaves who wera brovght rom Virginia, were two
“young and bright mulatto women, who were always understood
| thronghout the plantation to have heen the daughters of the elder
| Larrimore, by one of his slaves. Oue was named Sarah and the
I'other Hannak.  Sarab, being in a state of pregnancy, failed of
‘executing her duily allotted task of heeing cotton. I was ordered
'to whip her, and on my remoustrating with the overseer, and re-
'presenting the condition of the woman, I was told that my busi-
‘ness was to ebey orders ; and that if T was told ** to whip a dead
nigger I must do it.”” I accordingly gave her fifty lashes. 'This
was on Thursday evening. On Friday sho also failed through
lweakness, and was compelled to lie down in the field. That
night the overseer himself whipped her. . On Saturday the wreteh-
ed woman dragged herself once more to the cotton field. In the
burning sun, and in _a sitvation which would have called forth
pity in the bosain of any one save a cotton-growing overseer,
she struggled to finish her task. She failed —nature could do no
more—and sick and despairing, she sought her cabin. Thero the
overseer met her and inflicted filty more lashes upon her already
lacerated back.

The next morning was the Sabbath. It brought no joy to that

suffering woman, Instead of the tone of the church bell sum-
moning to the house of prayer, she heard the dreadful sound ofthe
lash falling upon the backs of her brethren and sisters in bon-
dage. For the voice of prayer she heard curses. For the songs
of Zion obscene and hateful blasphemics. No bible was there
with ite consolations for the sick of heart. Faint and fevered,
scarred and smarting from the effects of her cruel punishment, she
tay upon her pallet of moss—dreading the coming of her relent-
loss persecutor,—who, in the madness of ene of his periodical fits
of drunkenness, was now swearing and cursing through the quar-
ters.
Some of the poor woman’s friends on the evening before, had
attempted to relieve her of the task which had been assigned her,
but exhausted nature, and. the selfishness induced by their own
miserable situation, did not permit them to finish it; and the
overseer, on examination, found that the weel’s work of the
woman, was still deficient. After breakfuast, be ordered her to be
tied up to the limb of a tree, by means of a rope fastened round her
wrists, so as to leave her feet about six inches frow the ground.
She hegged him 1o let her down, forshe was very sick.

 Very well I”* he exclaimed with a sneer and a laugh,—* 1
shall bleed you then, and take out some of your Virginia blood.
You are too proud a miss for Alubama.”

He struck her a fow blows. Swinging thus by her arms, she
succeeded in placing one of her feet against the body of the tree,
and thus partly supported herself, and relieved in some degree
the paiaful weight upon her wrists, He threw dawn his. whip——
took a rail from the garden fence, ordered her feet to be tied toge-
ther, and thrust the rail between them., e then ordered one of
the hands to sit upou it. Her back at this time was bare, but the
strings of the only garment which she wore passed over her shoul-
ders and prevented the full force of the wip from acting on her
flesh, These he cut off with his pen-kunife, and thus left her en-
tirely naked. fle struck her only two blows, forthe second one,
cut open her side and abdomen with a frightfol gash. Unable to
look on any longer in silence, I entreated him to stop, s I feared
he had killed her. The oveiseer looked at the wound—J3dropped
his whip, and ordered her to be untied. She was carried into
the house in a state of insensibility, and died in three days ufter.

During the whole season of picking cotton, the whip was fre-
quently and severcly plied. In hisseasons of intoxication, the
overseer made no distiuction between the stout man and the fee-
ible and delicate woman—the sick and the well Women
in a far advanced state of preguancy were driven out to the
cotton field. At ¢ther times he seemed to have sowme considera-
tion ; and to wanifest something like bumauity. Our hands did
iuot sutler for food—they had a'good supply of ham acd corn-
meal, while on Flincher’s pluntation the sluves had meat but ouce
a year, at Christmas,

Near the commencement of the weeding season of 1835, 1 was
ordered to whip a young woman, a light mustee, for not perform-
img her task. T told the overseer that she was sick. He said he
did not care for that, she should be made to work. A day ortwo
afterwards, I found him in the house half intoxicated. Ie de-
manded of me why I had not whipped the girl ; and { gave the
same reason as before. e flew, into a dreudful rage, but his mi-
serable situation made him an object of contempt rather than
fear. e satshaking his fist at me, and sivearing for nearly half
an hour. He said he would teach the Virginia lady to sham
sickness ; and that the only reason I did not whip her was, that
she was n white woman, and I did not like to cut up her delicate
skin.  Some time after [ was ordered to give two of our women,
named annab and big Sarah, 150 lashes each, for not perform-
ing their tasks. The overseer stood by until he saw Hannah
whipped, and until Barah had been tied up to the tree. As soon
as his back was turned I struck the tree instead of the woman,
who understanding my object, shrieked as i the whip at every
blow was cntting into her flesh. The vverseer heard the blows
!and the woman’s cries, and supposing that all was going on ac-
{cording to his mind, left the tield. Usfortunately the husband of
Hannah stood looking on ; and indignant that his wife should be
whipped and Sarah spared, determined to revenge himself by in-
forming against mie. -

Next morning Huckstep demanded of me whether [ hz}d‘whlg-
ped Sarah the day before ; I replied in the affinnative, Upon this
‘he called Sarah forward and wade her show her back, which bore
Ino traces of recent whipping. He then turned upoun me and told
lme that the blows intended for Sarah should be laid on my back.
{'That night the overseer, with the help of three of the hands, ugd
ime up 10 alargs tree—ny arms _and legs being clasped round it,
I‘und my body drawn up hard against it by two men pulling at my
arms, and one pushing agamst my back. The ageny eccasioned
{by this alone was almost intolerable. I felt a sense of painful
shffocation, and could scarcely cateh my breath.

!

. . . !
Jacob, Flinchar’s ruan, swung himself off first, and
? ,

blood which ran from the gashes in my back. The skin was
worn off from my breast, arms, and thighs, against the rough
bark of the tree. T was sick and feverish, and In great pain for
three weeks afterwards ; most of which time I was obliged to lie
with my fuce downwards, in consequence of the extreme sore-
ness of my sides and back. Huckstep himself seemed concerned
about me, and would come frequently to see me, and tell me that
he should not have touched me had it not been for ¢ the cursed
peach brandy.”

Almost the first parson that I was compelled to whip after I
recovered, was the man who pushed at my back when 1 was tied
up to the tree. The hands who were looking on at that time,
all thought he pushed me much harder than was necessary : and
they_ expected that ¥ would retaliate upon him the injury [ had
received .

Alter be was tied vp, the overseer told mé to give him a severe
ﬂqggmg, and left me. I struck the tree instead of the man. Iis
:vge wlio was looking on, alimost overwhelmed me with her grati-

ude.

At length one morning, late inthe fall of 1835, I saw Huck-
step, and a gentleman ride out to the field. As they approached,
I saw the latter was my master. The hands all ceased their la-
bor, and crowded around him, inquiring about old Virginia. For
my owa part, [ could pot hasten to greet him. He had w0
cruélly deceived me. He at length came towards me, and seemed
sumevyhal ewmbarrassed. ¢ Well Jumes,”” said he, *“ how do vou
stand it bere ?”’ ¢ Badly enough,”” I replied. ¢TI had no thougsht
that you could be so cruel as to go away and leave me as ybou
did.>? ¢ Well, well, it was too bad but it could not be helped—
you must blame Huckstep for it.”” <*But,”” said I, ¢ was not his
servant ; I belonged to you, aud yon could doas you pleased.’’
< Well,” said he, ¢ we will talk about that by and by.”” He
then inquired of [luckstep where big Sarub was. ¢ She was
sick and died,”® was the answer. Helooked round among the
slaves again, and inquired for Harry. The overseer told him
that Harry undertook to kill him, and that, to save his life, he was
obliged to fire apon him, and that he died of the wound. After
some further inquiries, he requested me to go into the house with
bim. He then asked me to tell him bow things had been mana-
ged during his absence. lgave him a full account of the over-
seer’s cruelty. When he heard of the manner of Harry’s death,
he seemed much atfected and shed tears. He wasa favorite
servant of his father’s. I showed him the deep scars on my back
occasioned by the whipping I hiad received. He was, or profess-
ed to be, highly indignunt with Huckstep ; and said he would see
1o it that he did not lay hands on me again. He told me he
should be glad to take me with him to Virginia, bat be did not
know where he should find a driver who would be so kind to the
hands as I was. If [ wonld stay ten years, he would then give
me 1 thousand dollars and a piece of land to plant on my own
account. ** But,”” said 1, *“wy wife and children.”” < Well,”
said he, <<I will do my best to purchase them, and send them on
to you.”* Inow saw that my destiny wes fixed : and that T was
to spend my days in Alabama, and 1 retired to my bed that cven-
ing with a beavy heart.

My master staid only three or four days on the plantation. Be-
fore he left, he cautioned Huckstep to be careful and not strike
me again, as he would on o account permitit. FHe told meto
give the kands food enough, and not over-work them, and, having
thus satisfied his conscience, left us to our fate.

Out of the two hundred and fourteen slaves who were brought
out from Virginia, ol least one-third of them were members of
the Methodist and Baptist churches in that State. Of this number
five or six could read. 'They had been torn away from the care
and discipline of their respective churches, and from the nieans
of instruction, but they retained their love for the exercises of reli-
gion ; and felt a mournful pleasure in speaking of the privilegus
and spiritual blessings which they enjoyed in Old Virginia.
Three of them had been preachers, or exhorters, viz. Solomon,
usually called Uncle Solomon, Richard and David.  Uncie Solo-
mon was a grave, elderly man, mild and forgiving in his temper,
and greatly estecemed among the more serious portion of our
hands. He used to snatch every occasion to talk to the lewd and
victous about the concerns of their souls, and advise them to fix
their minds upon the Saviour, as their only helper. Some I have
heard curse and swear in answer, and others would say that they
could not keep their minds upon Ged and the devil (meaning
Hu_ckstep) atthe same titme : that it was of no use to try to be
religious—they had no time—that the oversegr wouldn’i let
thew meet to pray—and that even Uncle Selomon, when le
prayed, bad to keep one eye open all the time, to s€¥~if Huek-
step was cowming,  Uncle Solomon could both read aud write,
and had brought out with him from Virginia a Bible, a hymn book
and some other religious books, which he carefully concealed
from the overseer. Huckstep was himself an open infidel as
wall as blusphemer. e used to tell the hands that there was
no hell hereafier for white people, but that they had their
punishment on earth in being obliged to take care of the negroes.
As for the blacks, he was sure there was a hell for them. He
used frequently to sit with his bottle by his side, and a Bible in
his band ; and read passages and comment on thew, and nro-
nounce them lies. Any thing like religious feeling awone ) he
slaves irritated him. He said that so much pm)i:u and singing
prevented the people from doing their tasks, as it kZpt memg up
uights, when they should be asleep. Ie used to mock, and ix‘x)
every possible way interrupt the poor slaves, who after the ol of
c!.-xy, knelt'in their lowly _c:lbins to oftfer their prayers and supplica-
tions to Him whose ear is open to the sorrowfal sighing of the
prisoner, and whp hath promised in  His own time 1o
co:‘l;ergg'\l\;n t:lquffllt;lxvfr. In his drunisen scasons he would make
:ﬁd (I:igh(t)::ﬂ\]e,bil:ln[tl:l)ugll th.els}a_ve-quartm}s, enter the cabins,
On ons of these oemer. e;%phema ly if engaged in prayer ot singing.
i Hore Oecas ons he came back rabbing his hands and
avghing. He said he had found Uincle Solomen in his garden,
down on l”_s‘ knees, praying like an old owl, and had tipped him
over, anyd frightened ‘him half out of his wits. At another time he
found Uncle David sitting on his stool with his face titrust up tha
chimuey, in order that his voice might not be heard by his bru.

A moment after I felt the first blow pf the overseer's whip
it seemed to cut imo my very heart.
down my buck. T fainted at length

"ander the torture, and on being taken down, my shoes containe

‘across my shoulders.
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tal persecutor.  He was praying, giving utterance to these word. ,
probably in reference to this :— How long, ok Lord, low long #>2

| A long as my whip !” cried the overseer, who had stoien ha-
ihind him, giving him a blow.

It was the sport of a demon.
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