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THE PEARL : DEVOTED TO POLITE LITERATURE, SCIENCE, AND RELIGION.

with the colonists in the principles they avowed, or perfectly un-
derstand the natare of Lhat mighty impulse by which they were

~moved. Still he endeavoured to arrest the progress of war, and

_ to bring the disputaats to an amicable arrangement. 1lis efforts
indeed were unsucceasful, bot they do honour to the spirit of the
mun who made them. ‘The following account of his overtares to
‘Congress, displays alike the difficulties of his position, and the
clear-sightedness and determination of the men with whom he had
tadeal. We are not answerable for some of the terms nsed by
the nareator.

¢ Before, however, he put hisforces into motion to intimidate,
rather than at once commitany- direct act ofimsullty aguinst, the
rebellious calumsts. his first act was to send ashure, by a flag,
circulare to as many of the luta governors of provinces as were in
the neighbourhood, acquainting themn with his powers, both civil
and military, and inclosing a declzration, granting general or par-
ticular pardons te ull such as, in the confusion of the times, might
have deviated from their just allegiance ; and who were willing,
by a speedy retarn to their duty, to renp the Lenefits of the royal
fuvour. Tlese papers were immedintely forwarded by Genera
Washington to the Conrrrvqs. and the Congress us spredﬂy pub-
,]h.ht:d _lhem in all their gazettes, for the purpose, us was stated,
¢ thut the good people of these United Stutes might know of what
nalure wore the cencessions, and what the ferms, with the ex-

pectation of which the insidious Court of Great Britain_ has enden-|
In fast, the decluration of

~ voured to wmuse and. disarm them,’
hi'mse_lf,’ and his brother Sir William, came too late ; not that a
few months, rooner or later, wosld huve;mudé much differenco,
for the Cougress, had, onthe dth July, issued a declaration, ¢ that

tho Umlu] Colonies of America, are, and, of right ought to he,}

Tree am! Independent Slutes, and that they are absolved Irom all
allegiance to the British erown.’

¢ Lord Howc, however, unwilling to resort to extremities, so
long as the least hope remuined of concilinting the colonists, next
attewpled to open a communication with General Washington,
nnd sent some of his officers with a flag and a letter nddressed
to ¢ George Waslington, Esq.,” which he refused to receive, as
not beingaddressed with the title, ond the forin, due the public;
rank and capacity which he held under the United Siates.

Ouli

the 20th ofthe sanie month, Adjutant-General Paterson was sent:
to New York l)y Gevera! Sir Willinn Howe, with a letter also:
addressod to:George \V u&hmnlnn, Tsq., ete. ete.? Washington,;
received him with great courtesy, aud dispensed with the usual,
* coremony of Llind(olding in passing through the fortifications, but:
" he dechned toreceive the Jetter.  Tho adjatant, on his part, trust-|
- éd ll)ero ‘might be no difficulty owing to any informality.in the ad-:
dreas usguring him“there was no intention of derogoting from his’
' r.mlt " The General” replxed “that a letter directed to any pm:on%
in a public character should have some deseription or designation:|t
ol it -utherwise it would nppear to be o mere private leiter ; that}j®
it was true the el celeras implied cverything ; but they also im-!
plied anything ; and that he shonid absolutely decline any letier|
‘directed to him, ns a private person, when itrelated to hig public:
station. Some conlerence took place about the treatnent of:
‘prisoners, but nothing satisfuciory could bo obiuined fiom Gcnu-';
ral Washington.’— pp. 91—93

ITowe’s conduct does notappear to hiavebeen fully approved by
tha Admiralty, andwe should havo been ghd il his biographer
hud been more explicit on this point. - Ile cousequently relin-
:quielmd his command na soon Ay was coneietvnt'r\vixh the public
service, and hnmn iuformod on the eve of domn g0, that he had
been appointed Vlce-*\dmlrnl of the red squadron, he expressed
]us fu..lmfrs by aa) ing, * thaugh mnprvsced wnh a _|u~t scnse of the

o king's nmat gmcmuv. p.\\m\mbe I eannot cease o lament the
S public testimonies of their lordships’ disesteem, which I have
e oxpertenced by a rppcntcd separation from the ch:s of ﬂw—
¢ oﬁicerq, w uh whom I was first advanced (o' that rauk.”  These
wore strong wnrds for Howe to employ, who was one of the most
pallem and endurm-r of men, aud it-would. have been well for the
pulposes of history if the secret springs of such treatinent had
‘been - nnnutel) traced. It is well known that the most absurd
“and unstatesmunliko views.ef the resvurces and energy of the
(olonists wore entertained by the British™ gavernment at the
commencement of the struggle. The langoage employed was
that of proud uscendency and contempt.  All that was thovght to
Le necessary to awe the Colonists intv submission, was an ade-
quate demonstration of British strength.  With this
was sent out, and when he failed 1o realize the utopian expectations

view, Howe

of his employers, their chagrin knew no bounds.

‘The yenr 1782 was distinguished by the gallant defence of
Gibraltar, then ossailed by the combined forces of France and
Spuin.  The garrisun was happily commanded by General Ellim,
nu oflicer of datermined and resolute bravery, who was assistesd
by a marine-brigade of gun-boats, under the orders of Capt.
Curtis.  The preparatiors made for the assault exceeded any-
thing which Lurcpe hud wiinessed. They unelhue bricly de-
scribed by our author :—

¢ The account of the tremendous preparations, on the part of

zovernment was not aware of their estent, or that they were such
a3, from their nature and mégnitude, had nevér before been at-
tempted by any power in Europe ;—the huge floaling batleries,
10 constructed as to be deemed iﬁ\;yervious to shot, sud so ‘con-
trived with tubes supplied with streams of water, by means of
pumps, as to render them incombustible by red-hot shiot, which
had previously and successfully been used by the garrison in set-
ting fire to some of the blockading ships and boats—all these pre-
parations had satisfied the Spanish government that these novel
machines, the invention and conatyuction of an ingenious Trench-
man, could neither be set on fire nor sunk, and that the destrue-
tion and captore of the fortress were now ineviiubie.’—pp-
159, 131.

Though many of our readers are probably acquainted with the
detailed narrative of the SIeae, pablished by Colonel Drinkwater,
we cannot abstain from quolm" the following extract from the
manuseript of an Ialian oflicer in the service of Spain.

¢ On the morning of September 13th, 1782, the floating bat-
teries got under way with a fuir wind to proceed to Gibraltar, and
at seven’ o’clock they had arranged themselves for the attack ;
whilst thus einployed, our batteries from the Jand side redoubled
their fire upon the garrison. At nine o’cloek the floating batteries
had got within gun-shot of the walls, when a tremendaus fire wus
opened upon them by the British garrison, by which however the
commandurs were not disconcerted, bit in a short time placed
them in a line 8o ais to bo ab'e 1o open their fire tagether.” They
were completely mdored, says Drinkwater, in liltie more than
ten minuies. '

* The brunt of their fire was directed ogainst the fortifications on
the Old Mole and the south hastion, und we canceived great
hopes, from the cool and intrepid manner of beginn’ny the attack,
that our success was certuin.  The floating batteries were so
coastructed, that the shot, which pierced their sides or roofs,
would at the eame time pass through a tube whieh should dis-
charge a quantity of water to extinguish the fire which it might
create ; this hope however proved fullacious,  From nine tilf two
they keptup a well-directed fire with very little damage on their
part ; but our hopes of nitimato success became less sanguine
when, at about two o’clock, the floating battery commanded by
the Prince of Nassau (en boord of which wns also the engineer
wlo hnd invented the machinery) began to smoke on the side
exposed.-to.the garrison, and it was apprehended she had taken
fire.. The fuing however continued 1ill we could perccive the
fortifications hud sustiined some damage ; hut at s2ven o’clock
all our hopes vanished. ‘The fire from our foati ng baiteries
entirely ceased, nnd rockets wegs thrown up as signals of distress,
In short, the red hot balls'from (he garrisen. had by this time
taken such good effect, thnt'l nothing now was thought of but
saving the crews, and the boats of the combined fleet were imnie-

dintely sent on thut serviea. ..

¢ A little alter midnight the fleating battery, which had been
the first to show sympto:us of conflagration, burst out into flames,
ppon which the fire from the rocik was increased with terrific
vengeance ; the light produced from the flames was equal to
nopu-day, and greatly expused the boats of the fleet in removing
the The tight thrown out on all sides by the flames,
Drinkwater says, enabled the artillery to poiat their guns with the

Crews.

ntimost precision, whilst the roei and neighbouring objects were
highly illuminated, forming, with the constant fisshes of our can-
non, a mingled scena of snblimity and terror. ¢ During tha night
one or other of these bitteries were discovered to be on fire ;

they were so closa ta the walls that the balls pierced into them

at this time exhibited was es affécting a9 that 'which, "in the act of
hostility, had been terrible and treiendous.  Men crying from
amidst the ames for pitp and assistance ; uthers on hoard those
ships where the fire. had made litle progfess, imploring refiel
with the most expressive gestores and éigns of despair ; whilst
several equally exposed to the dengers of the opposite element,
trusted themselves on various purts of the wreck to the chuneo of
paddling to the shore.’ '—pp. 133—136.

Howe was employed to relievathe garrison, end the manner
in which he discharged the service, won the applause of enemies
ns well as of friends. ¢Itwas not id England only,” 'said Mr.
Fox, when speaking on the address of thanks on the peace of this
year, ¢ that the character of Lord Howe was admired ; a fnreignér
¢ of distinction had written from Paris in the following terms &
¢ Every one here is full of admiration at the condectof Lord Howe,
¢ All praise his bravery and humanity. Ail wish to take his con-
¢duct for their example. This makes us think thatin your counlry,
¢ o court-martial will be appointed to try hitn whenever he arrives
‘in England.’

Concluded nex! week.

THE QUEEN AND THE QUAKERS.

I~ the autumn of 1818, her late majesty, Quecen Charlotte, visit-
ed Bath, accompanied by the Princess Elizabeth. The waters
soon effected such a respite from pain in the royal patient, that she

hourhood, the estate of a rich widow belonging to the Society of
Friends. Notice was given of the queen’s intention, and a mes-
sage returned that she should be welcome. Ourillustrious travel-
fer had, perhaps, never before hekl any personal intercourse with
a member of the persuasion whose votaries never voluntarily paid
taxes to ¢ the man George, called king by the vain ones.”” The
lady and gentleman who were to attend the avgust visitauts had
but feeble ideas of the reception to be expected. It was supposed
that the Qualcer would at least say {hy majesty, or thy highness,
or madam. The royal carriage arrived at the lodge of the park,
punctual to the appointed hour.  No preparations appeared to have
been made, no hostess nor domestics stood ready to greet the
cuests. 'The porter’s bell was rung ; '
ly with his broad-brimmed beaver on, and unbendingly accosted
the lord in waiting with V’hat" thy will, friend 2>’
almos: unanswerable. ¢ Surely,”” suid the nobleman, ¢ vour
lady is aware that her majesty—— Go 1o your miistress, and 'say
the queen is here.””
ethnot ; T have no tmstrcs: nor lady, bat friend" Rachel Mills' ex--
pecteth thine ; w alie in.”” The qreen and princess were handed .

out, and walked up the avenne. At 1the door of the honse stood

the plainly attired Rachel, whowithout even a curtsey, but witha

cheerful nod, said, ¢ [Iow’s thae do, friend? ~ lam glad to see

thee and thy daughter ; I wish thee well ! Rest dnd refresh thee

and thy people, before I show thee my grounds.”” V¥hat could

be said to such a person ? Some condescensions were attenipted,

implying that her majesty came not only to view the park, but to

testity her esteem for the society to which Bistress Mills belonged.

Cool aud unawed, she "answered, ¢ Yea, thou art right there ;

the Friends are well thought of by most {olks, but they need not
the praise of the world ; for the rest, many strangers gratify their
curiosity by going over this place, und it is my custom to conduct
them myself ; therefore 1 shall do the like to thee, friend Char-
lotte ; moreover, I think well of thee as a dutiful wife and mother.
Thou hast had thy trials, and so had thy good partner. I wish
thy grandchild well through hers’—(she aliuded to the Princcas

This was

full three feet, but being made of snld beds of green timber, the
holes closed up after theshot, and for want of air they did not
immediately produce the ctfect. At five a. M., one of them blew|{®
up with a very gteat-explosion, and soon after the whole of them,
having been abandoned by their crews, were on fire fore and .lﬁ,
and ‘many of their gallant fellows were indebted to the exertions
of the Fnglish for their lives.  As the English boats were lowmgl
one of these batteries into the Mole, not suppesing her to be on
fire, sho also blew up.’

* it was at this tremendous moment,” adds Sir John Rarrow,
¢ that the national spirit and character of Englishmen for rescuing
i

guest through her estate.. The Princess Elizabeth noticed in her
hen-house a breed of poultty hitherto unknown to her, and ex-
pressed & wish to possess some of those rare fowls, imagining that
¥Mrs. Mills would regard her wish as a law ; but the Quakeress
merely remarked, with characteristic evasion, ¢ They are rare,
as thou sayest ; butif any are to be purchased, in this land or in
other countries, I know few women likelier than thyselfto pro-
cure them with ease.”” Her Royal Highness more plainly ex-
pressed kLer desire to purchase some of those she now beheld.
“1 do not buy and sell,”” answered Rachel Mills, * Perhaps you

fellow creatures in distress shone in their true light, and were!

never displayed with greater lustre. Brigadier Curtis with his:
littie gallant crew in his pinance were close 1o this floating battery
when she Dblew up, and were by the explosion involved in one
vast cloud of fire and smoke, and masses of burning wood, by
which the coxswain was killed, and several of the crew wounded ;

one of these limbers went through the pinnace’s bottom, and she
was only saved from sinking by the silors stufling their jackets
into the hole.  All the other gun-boats were equally exposed, in
drageing from the wrecks that had already exploded, and from
untdst mutilated carcases of the dead, the wounded victims that

were still alive, and in picking up from logs of wood steaming in |

ihe sea, the miserabile wretches not yet deprived of life. * Not-
withstanding the eflorts of the Marine brigade,’ says Colonel
Orinkwater, ¢ in relieving the terrified vietims from the burning!

Spain, fur the siege of Gibraltar, had reached England, but the

ships, several unformnate men could not be removed. The scene’

;will give me a pair 2 persevered the princess, with a conciliating

smile. ¢ Nay, verily,’’ replied Rachel, *I'have refused muny
friends ; and that which I denied to mine own kinswoman, Mar-
itha Ash, it becometh me not to grantto any. e have long had
jit to say that these birds belonged only to our own house, and I can

I'm.nl\e no exception in thy favour.”

[We copy the above from a manuscript Serap-Book, lately put
into cur hands.  We believe the story to be true in every particu-
lar, and it affords us one of the finest instances of a placid disposi-
tion, unmoved by external circumstances, ever given to the world.
—Chambers’s Journal.]

el

LovE is the shadow of the moniinc which decreases as the
iiday advances. Friendship is the shadow of the evening, w h:ch
strenvthens with the setlmg sun of life.—La Fonlaine.

-~

proposed an excursion to a park of some celebrity in the neigh-

he stepped forth deliberate-

«« No, trulv *> answered the man, it need- -

Charlotte.) It was so evident that the Friend meant kindly, nay, -
rCspectfully, that offence could not be taken. She escorted her



