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THE MONROE DOCTRINE.

II.

As a general principle, the Monroe Doctrine is
untenable. )

I fear that Mr. Jefferson meant it to be of
general application, not as yet, in 1802, but later
in life.  His writings seem to show this, but if
Thomas Jefterson lived in our days, he would not
write as he did. The following are the grounds
on which I uphold my proposition :—

1. In the first place, it is adnlxtt?d tl}qt, above
party politics and international animosities, there
are certain great principles, a certain universal
polity, which must, and does, rule the world. In
that point of view the seas and the continents of
both hemispheres are the common property of
humanity. The incessant immigration into every
corner of the globe and the facilities of travel have
made this a physical right. There is, indeed, an
European code for European affairs, an American
code for American affairs. an Asiatic code for
Asiatic affairs, but above these there is a cosmo-
politan code, which governs them all.  Jefferson
and the politicians of his school do not admit this.
They draw ‘“a meridian of partition through the
ocean,” beyond which Europe must not venture,
on the one hand, nor America, on the other. But
this is the old Canutian doctrine: ¢ Thus far and
no farther.” None but God can arrest the waves.
Statesmen are powerless to stem the overwhelm-
ing of the world’s opinion.  Americans themselves
have been unable to avoid meddling in European
affairs.  In 1829 they were for interfering in the
Grecian crisis. A little more and their fleet would
have fought at Navarnio, with Rtx§51a, England
and France. They came near getting entangled
in the Crimean war. Americans must be honest
to themselves and to the world. They were
forced to acknowledge the universal code. Mr.
Marcy, Secretary of State under l*l]l'more, refused
to sign the clause against privateering, added to
the law of nations, in the Treaty of Paris, after
the fate of Sebastopol. Scarcely six years after-
ward Mr. Seward, Secretary of State under Lincoln,
offered to sign it, and even stooped so far as to ask
the retrospective protection of that clause when
the Alabama swept the seas, the scourge of north-

shipping. )

Crl‘;.ﬁ j\ll\lva)i excepting special cases of necessity,
the Monroe Doctrine has no foundation in right.
It has no interent right, derived from political or
geographical position. Not political, for, although
a Republic may be the best government for the
United States, it is an open philosophical question
whether it is the best government for the other
nations of this hemisphere. The history of South
America, for the last sixty years, would almost
show that it is not. Neither does their geograph-
ical situation give Americans such interent right,
and it is only in case of danger that geographical
neighbourhood can confer the right of meddling.
Furthermore, the Monroe Doctrine is grounded
on no conceded right.  No document can be pro-
duced, no public act pointed out by Wthh it 1s
shown that this American protectorate has been
demanded or claimed as a 7Zg/ht by the nations of
this hemisphere, still less has this right been con-
ceded in Europe. If, then, this famous doctrine
is founded neither on énterent or conceded right, it
must be on assumed right. And that is precisely
the fact of the matter. It was enforced on two
special occasions, and justly. as I stated befor'e,
and then was gradually assumed by the t\\c;
distinguished authors as a principle (if gf)nera
polity. Even then it was accepted by the Demo-
Crztgt.ltlp?nr;)),’ add the following argumen; a pézrz.
Systems similar to the so called ** American Sys-
tem’’ have been tried before, but they were Op:
posed at the time, as well as condemned by
impartial history. There was the ley All]ange,
which assumed to take the whole of Europe un 1er
its wing. Notwithstanding its numerical strcngn(i
its moral influence was never acknowledged, an

it died in its impotence. There was §a1>olfci:15
Continental Policy, more aggressive, 1tis true, ‘JUt
not less assuming and aggregate 1n prm.clple‘.‘ 1 15
Pope withstood it for once and was imprisone
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and banished in consequence.  Should England
proclaim an East India system embracing all the
countries contiguous to her vast concessions in
that part of the world, is there an American who
would justify her? We must look at the Monroe
Doctrine in the same light, for the underlying
principle is similar.

4- Finally, a common sense requires that before
we lay down a broad principle of protectorate over
North and South American people, the United
States should be sure of two points, neither of
which, in the nature of things, we can know (o a
certainty. They should ascertain whether their
services are desirable, and whether they will be
productive of greater good. ¢ Lord, save us from
our enemies”’ is a not infrequent prayer among
individuals, and why might it not be made by
Spanish, Brazilian, Mexican, or even Canadian,
people, whose ideas, traditions, religion, language
and customs are different from, and somewhat an-
tagonistic to, ours? And, again, how do they
know, when rushing in between an American and
European power, that they are not thereby pre-
venting a great national good being done to the
former? European nations are no less enlightened
than they, and if we are to take, as a test, the late
Civil War, no less llberal and humane. Why not
let them settle their own affairs with American
powers in their own way > Why cannot they act
on the common sense principle of minding their
own business ?

JoHN TALON-LESPERANCE,

LITERARY NOTES.

George Weber, the German historian, is dead at the age
of 8o.

Wm. Black, the novelist, says the only axe a novelist has
to grind is the climax,

Monsieur Chevreuil, the French scholar, celebrated his
one hundred and second birthday on the 3Ist ult.

It is estimated that the total number of books in all the
American public libraries is 21,000,000.

At a meeting of the Board of Wesley College,
the Rev. J. W, Sparling, of Kingston,
eipal from October 1st,

A paper in Boston, which offered Mr. Gladstone £100 for
an article, has just offered Mr. Browning /250 for a short
poem. Mr. Browning has declined in a characteristic let-
ter.

The advertisement of a book sale lately contained the fol-
lowing : “* And included in this sale is an accumulation of
recent books, mostly with the edges unopened, as published,
the property of a well known critic.”

The event of next winter in the religious world will be
Father Didon’s ¢ Life of Christ,” which has long been ex-
pected by those who believe that the Dominican preacher
will entirely refute Mr. Renan’s work.

It s expected that the dictionary of the North American
Indian tribes, upon which the United States Bureau of Eth-
nology has been at work for many years, will be issued
within a few months in a volume of about 500 pages. There
ought to be Canadian contributors to this work,

The late Dr. Edward H. L. Leffingwell’s $75,000 collec-
tion of autographs has, for several years, been kept in a
cabinet with other valuable papers belonging to Dr. Lef.
fingwell, in the rooms of the Ilistorical Society at the old
State House, New Haven, Conn, By his will it becomes
the property of a niece.

A papyrus of extraordinary beauty and completeness, of
the 14th century before our era, has been added to the
British Museum. It contains certain chapters of the “ Book
of Death,” carefully copied out by a scribe of Thebes. Its
remarkable features are the illustrations. The ¢ louring of
these is as vivid as if the work had been done yesterday, in-
stead of 30 centuries ago.

Winnipeg,
was appointed Prin-

TO CHLOE.

FroM Horack.

You shun me, Chlog, as a little fawn

Seeking her anxious dam o’er lonely heights;
Not without idle fear when there alights

A stir of air on Nature’s wooded lawn ;

For whether to the wind the wild-briar shakes
With rushing leaves ; or grass-green lizards part
In separate ways the ruddy bramble-brakes,
It trembles in each limb and in jts heart.

Yet I pursue thee not to strike thee down,
Like some Guctulian lion or tiger fierce ;
Then harg no longer to thy mother’s gown,

Thy heart is fully ripe for love to pterce.

Montreal. SAREPTA,



