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 ENGLISH IN OUR SCHOOLS.

'WE have contended that in all public
schools receiving government aid, it shonld
be ‘a sineque now that the Buglish language
should be taught 1o-all scholars no matter
what' their origin, the réason being that
English is thé Janguage of the country and
that itis in the wuterest of the child of to-day
that he should be taught the language of
his country i in order o prepare him to com-
pete’ successfully hereafter with his fellow
citizens in the race for life.. Were French,
Gregman, Itallan, Spanlsh Russmn or any
other language the predommant one, as
Euglish now is, we would deem it our duty
to advatce the same claims for instruction
in that language that we now put forth on
behalf of the English tongue. In this mat-
ter we are notactuated by.a matter of mere
sentiment but oue of policy, and the sooner
discussion on this subject is reduced to. this
independent basis the sooner will the con-
viction of its justice and advisibilly present
itself to the minds of those who, blinded
by pxqudrce can see 1o, «rood result from
anything which proposes to remove the
racial barriers whlch some narrow-minded
people would perpetuate. It is, we con-

“tend, in the interest of all the future men

of this country, that they should speak the
English language {luently, aud not only
speak it lluently, but think in" English
while speaking, as does the Hon. Sir HEQ’L‘OR
LANGEVIN who, in this respect, is the best
emphasis which our argument can have.

- We have also the Hon. Sn' A.P: CaroN and

the IIm J. A. Ouapresv, all ministers of
the  crown, w hose speeches in English
would be hm‘hly creditable to those ‘whose
native tongue it.was, and where, we ask,

would these men be to-day if they had suc-
cumbed to the prejudice of those who ob-
ject to lmvmfr the Luﬂ'llsh la.nrruafre taught
in a]l our schools? Under these circum-
stances we appeal lo Cardinal TASOHEREAU,
whom we acknowledge as 2 man of educa-
tion and -great ability, a clever man,
in . the hw‘hest upplxca.tlou of the ex-
pression, we ‘\.ppu\.l to him, we say, not to
put his fellow countrymen ata dlsadvautege
by excluding the teaching of Dnghsh from
his schools It l‘ronch Cauadmns are to
aspm. to the hmhcst ofﬁcas of the State——
and Whlch of them wrth proper educetxon,
aye, and may we ‘not add without it, does
not do so ?—to say. nothmg of all the minor

posmons which are opening up from time to
time to aspirants lor Grovernment positions,
it is absolutely necessary that the Euglish
langnage must be taught,and ihat thoroughly
and by competent teachers. A mere smatter-
ing of the ldnguage will not do, they mist
réad; 'write and “speak’ it ﬂuently if ‘they
wrsh to” compcte with their’ fellow crtrzens
ofother origins. Wlthout such aknowledge
of it they must - be coutent” tos take a badk

" |seat, and to- recognize thefact that their

inferiority : is. due;not; :to- want of ability;
absence of mtelhgence or, mental incapagity,

“ | but simply, ; and _solely. to; the. trammels of

ignorance put; upon them by those: ‘who

- preferred the despotism of prejudice to the

liberty, of knowledge. - - The sooner the
opponents to teaching English in all our
schools realize this- fact, the sooner. will
they strive:to put_ the youth of the country
on the highway that leads lo that success
which has made Sir HECTOR, Sir ADOLPHE
and Hon Mr. OnarLEAU. what they are. .

THE INFLULNCE OF DIVOR.CDb

THE recent pubhcatwn of statistics re-
spectlnfr the granting of dlvorces in the
United States show that from 1866 to
1886 no less than 328,716 leOlceS were
grauted. A steady increase from year to
year of that period is shown, begiuning
with 9,987 in 1866 and ending with 25,535
in 1886. While the populatlon of the
country ‘increased 60 per cent., the percent-
age of divorces increased 157 per cent. of
the total divorces granted 112,639 were to
wives, and 216,077 to husba.nds The
grounds on which these Were gmutod
were : —-Scuptural reasons in 67 636 cases,

of which 29,480 were against the husband

and 38,156 awzunst the wife ; Gxuelty
in 51, 520 cases, ol whlch 45 419 were
against husbands and 6,101 wamst wives ;
desertion in 126,556 cases, of Whlcll 75,118
were - anramst the husbauds and 51438
agamst the wives ; drunhenness in 13,843
cases, of which 12411 were 'wamst the

husbands and 1,432 against ‘the wives ;

neglect to providein 7,948 cascs &ll agaiust
the husband. Stdtlstl(;a such ‘as thesc in-
dicate a 1elaxatron in morality which are
saddening to reflect upon. Their mﬂuence

is far rea.chlnrr aud oinemn ty well shudder at

the contemplation of it. Asa contust to tlns
let us now cast a "l&ubu at slmllar statistics
furnished to the Brmsh Ilousc of Commons
a few mouths ago. 'l‘he return then given
shewed' that during the thuty ‘years l'rom
:1858 to the end of 1887 there were 2,784 peti-

‘tions for ]udrclal separatlon and 10 561 for

dlvorce Of the form~r. rathu more than
ong-third were succeSslul and about one-
ewhth were dlsrmssed the rcmaluder that
is to say more than one- ha,lf were armnged
pumtely A. muoh lartrer part of .the
divorce cases resulted successfully, the
number of decrces pronounced ‘being T, 3"1
an’ avemgc of "60 per year, and nearly
three- quartexs ol' the number of petmons
About 2,428 ‘cases uever came to a. hearlng,

but of those whlch Wele brouO‘ht 1nto court

ouly 812, or one-thirteenth ol' the tota.l
were dlsmlssed The contrast bety ween the
statistics of the ‘two countries is.= very
striking “and ‘shews the desrrablhty of
limiting the ‘ground of dworces entuely
to scrlpturel reasons.  Free- divorce is a
curse’ “to “a - country “Some - there- are
who a.wue ‘that the Amerlcan statistics ‘of
drvorccs should"operate against’ any move-
ment to ‘chauge the law of divorce wluch
now exrsts in thxs country ‘Our'law’ Te-
con‘mzes dlvorce, but limits the ground to
oiie cause. The movement to bring about
a-change: is not oie to enlerge the list of
causes, but - to - transfer 'thetrial” ‘from’ the
senators, Whose ' ]udgrnents ‘have not’ re-
cewed_]udlclal training, to a court,or courts; -
presided  cver’ by 1mpart1al ‘aud * skilled
judges who know how to-sift evideice and
value it solely a a.CCOl'dl.ll"' to its mérit. - The
overment arms at- removnnn' the restrictions
which - now LXISl‘. whereby “divorce for
rrenurne cause ‘is*limited  to the wealthy
whlle thé poor ‘man is excluded The move- '
ment has for its object the granting of
equal justice to rich and poor alike. It
does not aim at opéning the doors'to a flood
of divorces such as covers the land in the
Uuited States. Those who allegé it doss®
state that Whrch they know to be uutrue

PERNIOIO Us LITERATURE

Tuar the youth of Canada -is bemg
lainted by . contact .with  the. pernicious
literature which has become. so accessible
to the boys of the present generatiou, is be-
coming more. and more painfully evident
from the disclosures, .which are being daily
made before our; .police courts. Theliterature
we refer tois not;strictly speaking, of the im-
moral class, but itis more insidious,foritex-
cites in the youths an ambition to imitate the
fictitious criminals of whom they read, and
a desire to become such as'they have. been,
The minds of those.who would. in prob-

if properly . directed, --instead . of_..bemg :
fed with nourishing pabulum.are crammed

with facinating descrxptxons of: .criminal '

adventures aud imaginary. heroes :which
poison the parity.. which. should. prevail.
The list of boy criminals is swelling rapidly
and the question, What should .be done 2
becomes one .of geuneral. public . interest.

The answer is simply, an appeal.to parents

‘to.do their duty. . There is not that-interest -
taken in- training the boys, that there should
be. They are:left:too much to themselves

-and allowed that liberty of action which: is

injurious to them..;. Parents must look.after
their boys, aye and:their: girls: too, more

than..they do, by:ascertaining. what:books

they. read, what: company - they keep . and
how . and where-; their. leisure; hours. :are
passed. They, should supply. them ;with
good.: mterestmfr :books and train-them to .
read them. - They, should -also.see that im-
proper.books are kept from them. . If par-

children as they ‘should do the ra.ce of bo
bur"ld.rs will soon drsappear. R
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ability become - useful :and active. citizens -

ents: will do their duty.and tfain- up their .-




