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ENGLISHL IN -OUR SCHOOLS.
WE have contenided that in ail publie

schools receiving government aid it should 
be a sînequa w that the English language
should be taught to all scholars no matter
what their origin,- the reason being that
Enilish is the language of the country and
that it is iii the interest of the child of to-day
that he should be taught the language of
his country ii order to prepare him to coin-
pete successfully hereafter with his fellow
citizens in the race for life.. Were French,
German, Ialian, Spanish, Russian, or any
other language the Iredominant one, as
English now is, we would deeit it our duty
to advance the sane clains for instruction
in that language that we now put forth on
behalf of the English tongue. In this.mat-
ter we are not actuated by.a matter of mere
sentiment but one of policy, and the sooner
discussion on this subject is reduced to. this'
independent busis the sooner will the con-
viction of its justice and advisibilty present
itself to the minds of those who, blinded
by prejudice, cati see no good result front
anything which proposes to renove the
racial barriers which some narrow-miinded
people would ;erpetuate. IL is, we con-
tend, in the interest of all the future men
of this country, that they should speak the
English language ftuently, and. not only
speak it fluently, but think in English
while speaking, as does the Hon. Sir HEcToR
LANGEVIN who, in this respect, is the est
emphasis which our argument cani have.
We have also the Hou. Sir A. P. CARoN and
the Hii. J. A. CHAPLEAU, all ministers of
the crown, whose speeches in English
would be highly creditable to those whose
native tougue it .was, and where, we ask,
would these men be to-day ifthey had suc-
cumbed to the prejudice of those who ob-
ject tohaving the English language taught
in ail our schools? Under these circum-
stances we appeal to Cardinal TAscaKE EEAU,
whom we acktowle dge as a man> of educa-
tion and great ability, a clever man,
in the highest application of the eï-
pression, we appeal to him, We say, not to
put his fellow countrymen at a disadvantag
by excluding Lhe teachinxg of English from
his schools. If Fiench Canadians are ù
aspire to the highest offices of the Siate-
and which of them witi proper education
ae, and inay we not add without it, doe
uot do so ?-to say nogting of all.the mino
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positLions which are opening up from time to
ime to aspirants for Government positions,
t is absolutely necessary that the Euglish
anguage must be taught,and that thoroughly
nd by competent teachers. A mere smatter-
ug of the language.will not do, they must
'ead; write andspeak" it fluentil if they
wish'to compete' wii their fellow ciizens
f other oriigins. Withô,t s'uch 'akiowledge
f it'they must .be ontnt to" take a back
eat, and to recognize the fact that theiri
nferiority is. due<not;to want ouf ability;
bsence of intelligence,or mental incapa.city,
but sim'ply and solely, to the trammels• of
gnorance put, upon them by those who
preferred the despòtismi of prejudice to the
iberty of knowiedge. The sooner the
ppouents to teaching Englishin ail our
cho.ols realize this fact, thesooner will
hey strive;to put the .youth of the country

on the highway that leads to that success

only 812, or one-thirteenth of the total,
were dismsed; Tie cnotrast bétWeen the
statisticà of the 'two countries is very
striking and shews the desirability of
limiting the ground of divorces entirely
to scriptui-al'réasons. Free divorce is a
curse to a cotuntry. Soue there are
whxo argue that the<Aîùeiioa statistics>of
div orcea sIôiïd'operite againstany move-
meit to change the law of divorce which
noW exists ih'this counary.· :.ur law re-
cogizes diwýorce, b'ut limits the ground to
oie cause. Tuhe movement to bring about
a change i not one to enlarge the list of
causes, but tb transfer thé trial 'front the
senators Ihose judgments have ïot re-
Ceivédjudicial traiiiiàg,to acourt, or courts-'
presided rver' b'y inÿartial and skilled
judges who kiow how tò sift evidence and
vaie it solely a ccodiii to its mrit. Tie
inovenient aims at irnioving the restrictions

which has made Sir HECTOR, Sir ADOLPHE whidh nows exist, hereby diorce for
and Hon Mr. CHAPLEALU what they are. , tenuine a.USe is liiiiited to the wealthy

whilC thé poor man is excluded. The move-
THE INFLUENCE OF DIVORCES. ment has for its object- the granting of
THE recent publication of statistics re- equal justice Lo rich and- poor alik. It

specting the grantiug of divorces in the does not aim at opening the doors to aflood
United States show that from 1866 to of divorces such as- covers the land in the
1886 no less than 828,716 divorces were Utited States Those who allege it does'
granted. A steady increase from year to state that which they know to be untrue.
year of that period is shown, beginniug
with 9,937 in 1866 and ending with 25,535 PERNICIOUS LITERATURE.
in 1886. While the population of the Tarr the youth of Canada is being
country increased 60 per cent., the percent- tainted by contact with the. pernicious
age of divorces increased 157 per cent. Of literature which has become so accessible

the total divorces granted 112,639 were to to the boys of the preseut generation; is be-
wives, and 216,077 to husbands. The coming more and more painfully evident
grounds on whici these were granted from tie disclosures whieli are being daily
were :-Scriptural reasons in 67,636 cases, made before our police courts. Theliterature
of which 29,480 were against the husband, we.refer Lois notistrictlyspeaking, of the im-
and 38,156 against the wife ; Cruelty moralclass,.butitis moreinsidious, for.itex-
in 51,520 cases, of which 45,419 were cites in the youths an ambition;to imitate.the
against husbands and 6,101 against.ives; iictitious criMinals of whomihey read, and
desertion in 126,556 cases, of whici 75,118 a desire to become such as they have been.
were against the husbands and 51 488 Tie minds of those who would in. prob
against the wives drunkenness in 13,843 ability become useful and active citizens
cases, of which 12,411 ,ere against the if properly .directed, -instead of being
husbands and 1,43L agaiust the wives ; fed witi nourishiug pabulum are crammed
neglect Lo provde lu 7,948 cases, ail agaist with facinatiug descriptions of criminal
the husband. Statistics suci as these in- adventures and unagiuary heroes which
dicate a relaxation in morality which are POisOn thé ýpUrity. whichi should prevail.
saddening to reflect upon. Their influence The list of boy criminals.is swelling rapidly
·is far reaciing and onte I Ly well shudder at and the question, What should be doue?
the contemplation of it. As a contrast to tis becomes one oU general. public interest.
let us now cast a glance at similur statistics The answer is simply aun appealto parents
furished to the Britisi Itonse of CoMinons to.do their duty. * There is not Lhat interest
a few montis ago. The return then givén taken in training,the boys that'there should
sheWèd'that duriag the Lhirty years froin be. They areleft;too much Lo themselves
1858 to the end of 1887 there were 2,78pi- and allowed that liberty of-action which is
tiýns for judicial separation and 10,561 for injuirious to them.. Parents Must look'after
divorce. ' Of the form.er rather mre than their boys,.aye and their girls too, more
one-third were suiccessft and. abouît oi than they do, byascertaining what books
eighth were dismissed, the remnainder, thL they read,, w hat company they keep, and
is to say .more th*n oue -hal, were arranged· how ,and, iohere. their leisure: hours are
privately. A munch larger part of the passed. They ,should supply themi with
divorce cases resulted successfully the good interesting.books and train:.them to
number of decrees pronounced being 7,321, read them. -Theyshould also see that im-
an average of 266 per year, and nearly proper-books are kept fron the.. If par-
three.quarter'o ithe nmunberof petitions. ents will do their duty and t ain up their

s About 2,428 'ases neyer came to a.hearing children as théyshtild do thé radc of'bo-
r but of those.which were brought into.court urglars il soon di


