
THE MARTIAL VERSE 0F CANADIAN POETESSES

splendid deeds. But if that war pro-
duced no poets or poetesses wlio sang
inspirational martial verse for the
,occasion, it must have increased the

Oes f solidarity amongst the people
inhfabiting Canada, which would stili
more increase as the years went on
up to the time when flot a foreign foc
but internai civil strife drcw the
Canadilans together for the preserva-

within its owni borders and withini
theo possessionis of the llritish Crown.
AIl, that waýs futierecessary to
maý1keo possible thie appearance of mar-
tial soaigs in Canada wais Ilhe pres-
enice et somieone wlio pos.sessrd na-
uiii-i lyrical gifts, the surcharge of

patriotic andi( militant emotion whieli

!itelei r to ',turnl off", realdy Verse
xvhli liad thle rhyiýthmt that tr-ip.
1a1ullyI. alonlg thle tonigue and thlat
ise sings ils wvay into flhe heurt and
mle!nory.

AUl theseP conditions were fulfilied
ini thie geiis, and solitary "bilsh"
]ife of Mr.Susainna Moedie .\11d she,
becam1e tlle flrst Ca1nadian1 singer of
inspirationial, as dtngshdfromi

commenoraive, martial verse. She
iius-t haive, been a %voman of extraor-
dinar11y goed senise, and eertaiily gift..
ed withi a savinig seuse of humnour.
At any rate, she haid a very mnodest
and haif-humiorous estimaý,teI of the
value of her martial veorses, and,
fromn the criticail point of view, lier
ownl mlodest estilmate of thleml is Sound
and admiirablv phrased in the plain
varnacuflar. For hiethe writer of

"TeAdvertii3emPnt" (which ia a
sort of Preface iniserted by the pub-
lishers) te her "Roughing It in The
Bush," states that "during the re-
beliilon in Canada, her loyal ly-ries,
promnpted hy strong affectioni for her
niative country, were eircuilatedç and
sungl throughout; the colony, and pro-
duced a great effect in rongnL an
enthusiastic feeling in faveur of pub-
lic order," Mrs. 1!voodie herseif
Modes1ly remnarks (op. cît, &up,, voÏj.,
P. 191) :

'1 maust own that niy British spirit
was fairly aroused, and as t coubi
not aid i suingiiiL the enemies of
mny beloved vouryv %\ithi ny arra, 1
did what littie 1 ,ould to secrve the
good eauseý( witi my- pon. 1t nia.%
probiab1y amjuse niy readers, te givu
theim a fow speciillr)ns of thlese loyal
staývs, whielh were widely ' circulatud
through the colony at the time,.

I sli1old lie a myopi)])e critie if' I didl
net respect thie beginingaf of th1ings,
and se, before 1 ilval with the oestlie-
tics ofrtl verse, i wiil quote, a
fewý liles o[" Mrs. Moodie 's .loyal\ý

stvs"as shlo enIla thenuwi, lifi.
ile years aerteywere eemlposed

("Roghin li l e Bush" was
publ ishied in 1852), ightli, inlher
opiin, serve le ams~radr
of her beook ini w1ich hermaria
lyries; werev( reprintfed. 1 wIll quote,
11h0 third and hast, stansa1s er ir "Adf-

droa t e, oremne Cnd,
(op. ct. .sP.. 191 )

"Canadian will ec!5e the flag
llenea;ýt I %l hoý( fols 1,your fatheors bled,
Supplated b the vilest rag

That 11u het fo rapjine lel?
Thoii emje ,i t rnnt 's qsway,

Thy' triple, hue-s are-( dyed iii gore;ý
Likp b)is, tby owe bas pQsdaway-,

Like blis, tby- short-lived rup ' r

In a footuete Mr.Moodie expIlis
that ''the vietrag" la -the tri-
coloured flag aýssumïed b he rlebs"
The use ef' the phrase, lias, et' course,
botlh p)sychloIegical1 and othicwarý-
rant Th'le thiouglit of tlie, tri-coioured
flag, of its bloedy history lu the
Fre(nclI Revolut ion disgusted lier sense,
ef nob)iIityý and riheuses nd
hike ouers lier diction ande im1agery
saink in corresponidence with the faUl
in spirituial dignlty ef lier sbet
1 observe this in order te forestall
the criticismn that thiÎs speclien Of
lier martial verse is liardly mlartial
and net worthy verse,. Ashtcy
she is quite justified in sinking and
rising with the emotional dignlity, cf
lier subject. She sinks in the third
stauza, but she rises magniloquenrtly
in thie fifth (final) stanza. Thius:


