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the befrmmng of rJun txH the Iatter end. of Autrdst. Many‘ solemmt:es ;
were obsetved;- at, which-the..governor; asmsted,.and:guards were: plnced ,
“to_obsetve. good orderamong such i concourse of different snvage nations;
‘all-of; whom were, extr emely fond.: ,spmtuous liquors;; and vhen
commltted igreat, excesses., Thi Enbhsh»soon grew jealous of, these fairs; .
-and the branch:of iealth whic ,they ‘created ;vand cthe! colony;they had,
founded at New-York, soon-found means to:divert the stream:of this gréat’ .
i ion:i Time having- extmgulshed, orrather’suspended, the natjonal.
‘hostilities: between thc In’dnns, the . English spread themselves;over, the, -
country, and;thé’ savages dcked to, them from:all: quarters. is:
had infinité; advantages‘ 0 nge ithem:the; preference to -their nvals, uthe
French.": Their voyagzes were;carried o8 with Sreater- ﬁlcxhty, :and.conse=
quently they' could afford to: undersell them.:; They were thezonly manus
“facturers of the:coaise cloths that ivere most:suitable to, the: savages: The
beaver frade was free among thent ;. whereas: amopg sthe. Erench- itiwis,
‘and ever has. been;, subject fo: thé:tyraniy :Gf. inonopoly. - It:iwastbythis.
Freedom’ and these prejudices, that.they engrossed most o{' thetradethat
réndered Montreal’so famious. "-By.these: varlous‘means\the -people’of ithis
city began fo- be’ a Jittls: more. independént in- their ‘circumstances; dnd
"saw the propriety of clearing:and-cultivating. the: nenghbommg ﬁeld sag
. well aspursuing the fui - trade with ithie Indians. Al «these Helds so0

thiese-fields isoon -
afforded a:sufficient supply -for; the  wants- of -their respectxve*owners.'k'
There . were few.of them that did-not yield:maize,: bar]ey, flax, hemp, o
“bacco; pulse, and: pob—herbs in-great. plenty,“andexcellent jni ytheir kind.
Mogt, of the inhabitants had a store.of sheep, whose wool wés wveryivalus
able to them, tén Or'a’ dozen’ milch.cows, andfive or- gix:oxén for:the -
plough. . Thie-cattle’ were small; sbut. thexrxﬂesh wasJe\cellent, apd sthese
people lived much betfer. than the countty péop]e did'in Europe——a'i‘ea- :
ture' in:their histery. which we -inity safély-assert hias® descended “to our‘
;ovit day.  :With this kind-of affhience theycoald ‘afford to keep a: .
 ‘number 6f hovses, which were:fot: ﬁne tbut fit-for: drudgeéry, and: able; ds -
.they.ar¢ dt this day; to perf‘orm journies of dmazing’lerigth: upon the:snow -
and-ice. - Such.was the' situation;’ at:this time, hit- only ofthe inhabis
tants ofMontrealy but of- 83,000 French, dlspersed or collected on.the
baiks of the river Saint Tigwrence, ~ :
“A series of y yezns of “cortmercial pwspcnty and dorhestlc' qitiet: tendcd
pen the nigdiiers of the inbabitants into charadtelistic and permancnt
habxts. A ‘Countryman. of their own;* who' was ho less distinguished as -
an hxstormn and phl]OSOphLl‘ than he Was ah ornament- to literature, hag
- drawn an interesting but impartial picture 6f :the manners of the French -
colonists of the-period, Jllbt under our obser mtwu. ‘These; ‘he observes;.
were not always answeralile: to the climate thiey inhabited.. Thoge.who -
lived in,the country spent  their-wintet: in idleness; pensively sitting: by -
the fire side: . When the returri of spring calléd theni out to the -indis:
peiisible labours of the field; they ploughed the; ground superficiall y.withs
«oiit ever manuring it; sowed it carelessly, and then returried-to their for::
mer indolent ) manner ‘of ‘life till harvest timé. - As the people were:too’
proud or too lazy to work by the day, every family wis-obliged to gather
- then' own crops ; and nothmg was to be séen: ot‘ thaz spmgluly joys .
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