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to any possible extent -to break -down Sir John
Maedonald,” And the Quebec Liberala are nt
least taking the matter coolly. Mr. Joly’s pub.

- lished telegram, avowing perfect reliance in the
Jjustice of thoe Imperinl Government, and confi-
dence in the belief that il they hear one side
they will the other, is a model of cooluess of its
kind in the faco of the fuct of Mr. Langevin's
wission. If the Imperinl Government isappenled
to to listen to the other side before deciding, it
is difficult to see how such an appeal can be re-
jected, il the merits of the question are to be dis-
cussed, and it iy probable, therefore, that Mr.
Langevin's absence may be more prolonged than
was nt first snp})osn:d. But 1 understand the
single question: he will present or bins authority
to digcuss, is the single one of the competence
of Canadian Ministers to deal with this case.

One thing is certnin, and every body knows
it, that “the situation is wnost serious, and that
if the advice which Sir John Macdonald has
tendered be'not accepted, both he and his col-
leagues must resign.. Aud as I have told you
in previous letters, 1 see’ a - two-fold position :
Oue involves the question of constitutional right
of Canadian‘ Ministers having the confidence of
Parliament to decide ail matters of loeal concern,
of which this is certninly one; and | cannot
conceive it possible that the hinperial Ministers
could think of attempting to interfere with this
right. - It would be against all the doctrines and
tendencies which have privailed for mmany years
past, und especinlly ~since Confederation.  Bat
if, on the other hand, they should in any way
take up the second guestion, and enter into the
merits of the Letellier case itself, they might say
words which would be exceedingly embarrassing
to Sir John Macdonald, and might, as the Lon-
dou Timey has done, take the Tact of the case
having been passed upon by the electorate of the
Proviuce of Quebee, upoun a special appeal, in
which all the issues. were submitted—the 1- cal
Ministry which assumed reponsibility of flis
Honour's act, being still in power, having had
their supplies duly voted—as being a suflicient
reason why they should not now step in to pun.
ieh His Honour for an act within his counstitu:
tional function, however grossly abusive of that
function, or treacherous that act might in itself
appear, or however etfensive it might be to the
party not in power in the Local Government.

1 have dwelt at this length on this question,
in order to make the issues as clear as possible,

as it is very apparent we have notyet done with
it. ’

The House on Tuesday resumed its sittings
after the Easter holidays. At its opening it
dealt with some little matters relating to the
dismissal of Postmasters, and Sir Johin Mac.
donald stated, in answer to Mr. Tasse, that so
soonas the' state of the  public finanees wonld
permit, etfeet would he given to the resolution

- of the House -of Commons in 1873, to erent a
nmionmment to the memory of the late Sir George
Cartier. - How we have missed, since his death,
the force which belonged to that straight-for-
ward, honest, chameter! -

There was afterwands adebate on the Chinese
question on amotion of Mr. Amor deCesinox. He
made a very long speech, the point of which was

. that if repressive wensures were not taken against
the Chinese, they would take the place of Enro-

pean labour, and keep back the prosperity and
civilization of the Province of British Columbia,
while they would render it poorer by sending
away in cash 75 per cent. of their ecarnings, Mr.
Bunster, of ¢ourse,. took the same view, as did
also Mr. Thompson, of Cariboo, contending that
the Chinese were both a nuisance and nr curse,
and that in timo  they would spread over the
whole continent. Mr. Mackenzie, onr the other
band, “thought the moticn involved doctrines
contrary to the law. of nations, and contended
that British colonies had always been open toall
classes of the human fumily. I have not space
at wy disposal to follow this debate, which was
of great interest. I shall therefore only say that

" Sir John Macdonald, upon a request irom Mr,

Mackenzie that he should give his opinion, pro-

nounced the question not one that. conld be

lightly disposedof. Tt had,  he said, attracted
the greatest interest both in the United States
and Australin, where the Chinese came in con-
tact with the whites, and he thought a special
committee advisable'to elicit more fully the facts
and rteport. them to the House at some future

day. B .

. )Mr. Qirounrd's Lill to reduce by one-half the
capital of the Jacques Cartier Bauk, passed with:
out apposition through Committee of the whole,

and at.the third reading it will become law,

“Mr, - Casey tuoved the secoud rending of his
~ Civil ' Servico . Amendment. Bill."  The speeial
hobly of this gentlewman is to improve the Civil

Service by instituting competitive examinations

for selection by vesponsible Mimistars.  He hag,

. however, the weakness of many theorists arising
Afrom imperfect knowledge ol the facts, despite

“the long string’ of questions and answers which
he clicited by his: committee and got printed.
The nearer-view his own friends when inpower
had, showed them tha thing conld 1ot be made
to work in this country the same as iu England ;
but Mr. Titley promised to look into the matter

during the yecess with a view to reform, and the

bill was shelved for this session,
Mr. McCarthy moved the sécond rending of
a bill to repenl an”Act passed Ly Me. Maes
kenzie's Government making certain restrie-
tions - on . Marine " Electric’ Telegraphs, = Mr.
- Mackenzie ‘vigorously: ‘opposed -the bill on the
ground that it would have the effect of placing
the telegraphic business of Canada in thehands of
a gigintic monopoly, and insinuated in a some.
what unplensant manner -that Alr. McCarthy

was acting as an advocate of that ‘monopoly
having becn apparently moved thereto by Mr.
Pender at present in. Ottawa. Mr. White, of
Cardwell, sup&mrted Mr. McCarthy in his
position, and declared the effects of the repeal
would he precisely the opposite of that stated
by Mr. Mackenzie. - Phe sécond reading was
carried on » vote of 54 to 28. In view of the
charges and counter allegations made the ques-
tion should be carefully inquired into by the
Standing Committee ou Rair}wnys, Canals and
Telegraph Lines.

On Thursday the debate on the Tariff was re.
sumed, and continued on Friday, A number
of resolutions were carried. In the course of
this debate innnediately after the recess, Mr.
Tilley upon an interpellation by Sir A, J.

Smith, read the private letters to which 1 made

reference in my last letter. 1 have already
sufficiently deseribed them - upon the verbal
statement which was last weck made by Mr.
Tilley, and the reply thereto by Sir Albert.
As affecting Mr. Tilley’s position personally,
the matter has great interest and shows that
despite the attacks which the present Opposi-
tion have made upon him, an attempt was made
by a Minister of the Crown, it is :\SIPgo:d how-
ever without the consent -of Mr, Mackenzie, to
get him to take a second term of the Lieut.-
Governorship with au. wltimate prospeet of a
seat in Mr. Mackenzie’s Cabinet, These flatter-
ing propositions Mr. Tilley declined, first for
rensons of want of sympathy with that Govern-
ment, aud second from per<onal respect for him-
self in' view of the nature of the attacks which
had been made upon him by its Finance Min.
ister, he deeming that it was his duty, in the
face of these attacks, not to shelve himself, and
not to place himself inn position where he coull
not repel them, but to stand up and face all
consequences like a man.  Mr. Tilley's charc-
ter and also his kindly and conciliatory manners
stand  well before the House and country.
‘There are whispers by some that he ought to le
Sir John's successor; but Sir John everywhere
declared during the late campaign that Dr.
Tapper was that man, and the wonderful
energy and ability which he displayed seemed
to give him a title to that position. 1t is ra-
ther an embarras de choiz.  But 1 think beth
these men are fur too able and patriotic to let
tny personal feelings impair their public nse.
fulness.

Mr. Cramp, of your city, appeared before the
Immigration Committee on Thursday, and gave
very important evidence respecting the magni-
tude of the cattle trade with the United King-
dom ; and T regret that the length of thisletter
prechudes my following lis statements to the
extent I desire. He showed the value of the
shipments of last year was £2,117,525, and that
the value of freight earned was over halt a mil-
lion of dollars.. This trade alone had kejt one
or two of the stenmship lines alive.

The Coteau Bridge has still continued to be
a bone of augry:contention, the Ottawa men
being persistent in their determination to have
it. More: engineering  opinions have bLeen ob-
taiued, Mr. Shanly’s among others, and he
favours the project. But it must Le said the
incidents of « drawbridge are under all circum.
stavces and in the best conditions both danger
and delay.  And certainly very cogent reasons
ought to be shown lLefore permitting such ob-
structions in sueh a river as the 8t. Lawrence,
which i~ one of the most impoitant of the com-
mercial and physieal features of the continent
of North Ameriea.

OUR ILLUSTRATIONS.

Tur Srarvkows.—We devote two pages to the
sparrows, as particularly appropriate to the
season.  The picture of the nest and chicks is
from the pencil of the famous Giacomelli, and
the verses framed on the second are our own
crude translation of somwe charming French lines
used on a like oceasion.

MarLe Sveanr-Marive.—This is a thorough
Canndian scene, which has been so often deseribed-
as to require no further mention to-day beyond-
n reference to the prineipal merits of our sketeh,
taken from natnre.  Especially comical - is the
uncient party with * spees,” sitting on'a Jog and
grzing at-vacancy, and leoking forall the world
like Horace Greeley.
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Dac Hiy, Qurprc.~This original sketch,

taken on the spot by our own avtist, is one of n

series of picturesque bils which we intend pub.
lishing in the News. . We have no doubt, that
they will ‘be dnly appreciated, and the result
will be the conviction on the part of our friends
that we need not go to the Oll Countries for
sketches of scenic effect.

Tnr Heamiey Cimsee,—The cartoon of this
week has reference “to the Auti-Chinese . Bill
brought before  Parlinment last week by Mr,
Amar DeCostmios,” junior. member: for Vietoria,
B.C. . The measure was referred to a committee,
and is thus disposed of for the present. 1t will
be remembered that a similar bill was vetoed by
the President of the United States, :

Forr Pravsox.—This fort, named. after-the
Colonel of the 3rd Regimeut (Bufls), command-
ing the colummn now at. Ekowe, is situated upon
an eminence whicl commands the lower drift of
the Togela river, It is a'strong carthwork,
with central citadel, and i armed with 8 12-
wunder Armstrong gun.  The view: from  the
l‘ort is very fine, embracing the whole of thu
river to its mouth, and a sweep of -about forty

miles into the enemy’s country. To the left, in
our view, is Smith's Store, where Licutenant-
General Lord Chelmsford had taken up - his
abode for o day or two whilst making an in-
spection of the position. Below Smith's store
iy seen the Pout, which has transported all the
men ‘and material across the river. On the
right ig the cump of the now Jdisbanded Native
Contingent, and forther on that of the 99th, on
Euphorbia Hill, so called from o number of those
trees which crown its summit, - Here also is the
burying-ground, tenanted by two of the Bully,
one seaman of the Aclive, one of the Tenedos,
and an officer of the Natal Native Sappers. The
rocky face of the hill on which the fort stands
i3 very abrupt down. to the river, and thickly
wooded in t{xe crevices with small shrubs and
trees.  As shown in the sketch, the riveris very
low, with mud banks visible, and the pontoon
constructed by the Royal Engineers, high and
dry. . The Tugela is the natural defence of Natal
against the Zulus. Gun and signal departments
at the fort are in charge of a small party of men
from the contingent.

THe IxuxpaTiON AT SzEGEDIN.—This ter-
rible catastrophe was caused by the river Theiss
breaking through the embankment ‘near. the
town. The waters leapt through and over the
embankmeut, and in an hour and a half a great
town, containing 9,700 houses and some 70,000
inhabitants, wag swept in the blacknessof night
by the rushing waves. The destruction which
followed was instant and enormous.  Most of
the poorer hiouses were built of suu-dried bricks,
which elted away at the first touch of the iu-
undution. Ouiof the 9,700 houses only about
a thousand remain. The loss of life was nearly
two thousand. This, indeed, would have been
far greater, but that for more than a week the
inhabitauts of Szegedin had before themn the
probability of innndation, and the authorities
had doune all they could to lessen its worst con-
sequences.  Barges and bLoats were soon plying
in the streets for the rescue of those who had
still elung to their houses ; engineers had sent
down pontoous ; the Dauube Steam Navization
Company had ordered thither a number of their
steamers ; and the neighbouriug district, as well
ag the rowing clubs of the capital, had countri-
Luted all that conld be spared of boats aud
apparatus. This timely foresight was the saving
of many lives ; butthousands have escaped with
life who hiave lost everything else in the world.
The condition of men, women, and children,
washed out of their houses in the dead of night,
and perched shiveriug and shelterless upon the
higher grounds that still lift themselves above
the waste of waters, was as deplorable as can be
imagined.
to the neighbouring towns and villages, which
freely opened their dours 1o the destitute fugi-
tives ; the railway to Temeswar carried thou-
sands gratuitously ; the Hungarian Diet invest.
ed its Minister:-President “with - diseretionary
powers of assistance ; anid the Emperor of: Aus-
tria has shown a warm interest iu the sufferings

f his subjects.

REVIEW AND CRITICISM.

THE contents of the A¢lantic Monthly for May
are - —* Labour.and- the Natural Forees,” by
Charles Carleton “Coflin; ~*“ Witchwork,” " hy
Harriet Prescott Spotforst ; ** To Leadville,”” by
H. H.; ** English Civil Service Reform,” by
George Willard Brown ; ¢* A Faney ;" ** Irene
the Missionary,” VI.-IXi; ¢ The Ship: from
Franee,” by C. L: Cleaveland ; ¢ The Abolition
of Poverty,” by Alfred B. Mason ; “* The Faicnee
Violin,” by W. Il Bishop: “* Séven Womlders
of the World,” by C. P. Cranch; ' George’s
Littlé Gir,” by M. E. W, 8/ ; ¢ The New Diss
pensation of Mouumental Art:” — The decora-
tion of Trinity Church in Boston, and of the.
new Assembly Chamber at Albany—by Henry
Van Bruut ; * Our Florida Plantation,” by
Harriet Beecher Stowe ;3 ¢ Emile Zola as a
Critig,” by Clara B. Martin ; ¢ Athericanisms,”
V1l.; by Richard Grant White; **The Con.
tributors’ Club " *“ Recent Litemture.”

LirpiNcoTt's MAGA2INE for May opens with
a brilliantly written aml finely illastrated paper,
by Mrs: Sarah Buatler Wister, which proponunds
and answers one question, ** Why do we like
Paris I “In another illustrated -paper—** From
Norway to York "——H. M. Rovinsou describes
graphically canve travel and transportation in
the territory .of the Hudson Bay Company.
*CThe Tramp i Four Centuries ™ is o elose but
somewhat enigmatical study of a class which is
comuonly supposed to be a modern unovation,
but which is here shown, on. the evidence of
curious unpublished letters, to have made its
appearance on every occasion of social and.finan.
cial “revolutions. My Hero” "gives a. very
striking ncconnt of the carcer-of General Paez,
“the fisst lanee in the 'world;” ly - one who
kiew - him personally .while: president of the:
Venezuelan Republic,  Miss:Aunie Turter con<
tinues her graphic sketehes of ** Village Life in
Louisiuna ;" Nuthan. Clitfford ‘Brown deseribes
*¢ Beach-Birds,?" giving specinl attention to such
as are rarest and least known; and:Mrs, Hooper
has an interesting account of UCardinal Richelien's
first and-only appeatance as o dramatic anthor
and stage-mnnager. - The serial and short stories
are of the usual exeellence ;. but. many readers
willlind nothing so entertaining as the ** Gossip,”-
which is tull of bright and amusing talk, chielly
on *“snciety topics,”  including o - witty little
dinlogne on ** Proposals of Marriage.” '

St. Nicioras for May has a May-song in i},

Mauy of these were conveyed away.

and a coronation, of course, but no May Queen.
It is a sort of story number, and has nearly forty
pictures. = Besides the two serials, there are : —
A spider story, an elephant story, a gunpowder
story, a_bear story, an astronomical ‘story, a
mythological story, a botanical story, a mathe.
matical story, a story of.a girl who couldn't,
and more than one of girls' who ‘could, besides
an ‘astcunding tale of a-boy who made-a man
and found him u very difficult person to manage.
A stirring account is given ‘of how ‘“The Dig
Bear of Wannetola ” was hunted and slain—the
closing struggle being shown'in a striking -pic-
ture by W. L. Sheppard. The ‘Land of the
Powder-Players ” — Morocco — and - the wild
gports, on horseback and afoot, of “its dark-

skinned warriors, are described by Ernest Tuger-

soll, with the aid of seven illustrations. Harriet
Prescott Spofford’s story of *‘The Boy Astron-

omer,” concludes by carrying him te the Ob-

servatory and telling what he there di: and saw.

Kate Garnett Wells, in ¢ She Couldx‘n't," a

narrative of girl-life, warns all whom it may
concern to find out what they cannot do, as well

as what they can do. - The pictures in these two

stories: are by Reinhart and Eytinge. Mary

Mapes Dodge, the editor, contributes a poem for

May.Day ; and Mrs. E.. T. Corbetr, in some

comieal " verses -entitled ¢ The " Three - Wise

Couples,” winds up the adventures of the Threfe

Wise Women and the Three Wise Men, their

absurd doings being shown in" two full-page

pictures by L. Hopkins.

——— e

ECHOES FROM LONDON.

MucH comment is caused by the strange
conduct of a_ clergvman in Bristol. About ser-
vice time- he marches through- the streets
dressed in a white surplice and an ecclesiastical
hat.- In one hand he earries’ & book marked
with a large red cross, and in the other & bell,
which he rings as he walks. He continually
cries, ‘* Come to church,”” and he has with him
a boy carrying a lanthorn, He is, of course,
followed by a large crowd.

The churchwardens of a charch in England,
being disgusted with the penuriousness of a
rich peer, who, siuce the collection began to Le
taken up in a bag instead of a plate, contributed
nothing but coppers, resolved to shame him
into itberality. They cut a slit in the bottom
of the bag and passed it first to his lordship,
whose bronze penny fell with a resounding
clash on the floor plain to be seen of all men.
Next day his lordship took all his prayer-books
and . cushions home, and deserted the charch
for good and all.

A RECENT inventory of the Royal plate at
Windsor .makes up a total of £1,800,000, and
includes a gold service, ordered by George 1V,
‘which “will dine "140 persons,  and one of the
finest . wine-coolers in the world, added to the
collection by the same monarch ; ashield formed
of snuil boxes, worth £9,000; and thirty dozen
plates, worth £10,000. There are also a variety
of pieces brought from abroad and India. - The
latter include a ‘peacock of precious stones of
every description, worth’ £30,000, and Tippoo's
footstool, a tiger's head, with crystal teeth and
a solid ingot of gold for his tongue.

A coop story is going the rounds. - Some few
Sundays ago, a stump speaker in Hyde Park
was making one of the conveniional attacks
upon the Government of the country and its in-
stitutions. *-He - inveighed  especially against
the aristocracy, which, as he made out, muddled
our affairs whenever they took.them in hand.
*¢ Look at what has happened at:the Cape I” he
cried, *‘“There ‘was. a_good general out there
who was doing as well as man coull do,” General
Thesiger. - But he could not De left to do_the
job; the Government must needs send out &
lorid, Lord Chelmsford, over his head, and look
at the mess he has got usinto.”

Mr. Lowe's.mishap-in the House of Com-
mons recently, caused no little amusement in
the Jobby. It was Mr, Forster's hat he seized,.
and in attempting to ‘force it down over-his
braw, he did not improve the appearance of the
rather wonderful --looking covering in" which
Mr. Forster delights. "Mr. Lowe and Mr,
Forster possess hats. which, "in: age,” general
dilapidation, and dust, resemble each ‘other
very closely:” They differ'only in the matter of
size, ad it was here that Mr. Lowe’s vision
played him false, He descried in the glovm two
hiats on the table, e clutched at one of them,
and, as he explained afterwards, *“he could have
declared by the feel of the brim' that it was
his,- All that was wanted ‘he thought was a ..
little extra pressure, aud this he gave, inflicting
the conp de grace ou Mr. Forster's hat.. Mr.
Forster subscquently attempting solemuly  to

_put the ill-used article in order was u spectacle

never to be forgotten by those who witnessed it

"NILSSON’'S MUSICAL SECRET.
“Nilssoun is o devotee of Liebig.  When sheis
about to-appear in opers, she rests, after rehear-
saly the entire day” on tho sofa, abjures solid
food, but has acuplulof her favourite essence of
meat every two hours. - This is lier uuvaryiug
regimen, and she fiuds it nerves her for the-
effort’ aund - teiwmph- of successive nights,—

Whilehall th;’cw.




