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BOOK II.

THE THICKENING 0F THE CLOUDS.

1.

1171-NA sAiPY.

Iwas ia dsmip bleak uuurmiîg and tIhe snuw-
w-as falliîg tfast. Zuinsa Sarpy sat in lier bed-
ron, iîololently stretciicd upon a rucking clair
before a glowiîîg fic. SIc w-as sttired imi a white
morniîig dress or peignoir' slightly ibuttuned at
tIc collar, and revcaliîmg tbe glories of a suîuwy
columnar neck, while thc hemn, sîgligemtly rais-
ed, displsyed two beautiful slippcred feet hlf
buried ini tie plush of a scarlet cushion. 11cr
abundaut yelluw hait, thrown bsck in banks of
gold over thc forehead and behind tIc rusy
cîîs, was gatlîercd ini imnmense carelcss coils
beliîiid lie.- hîad and kept in position by a towcr-
iîîg comibolut pex-I. 1cr two armrs wre raiscd to
thei level offlber hîcaî and the two hands helîl un
laîiguiihly to thc ivury kiols at thc top of thc
chiair. On the second finger of the lef h land was
s îlianîoîîd rinug that flashed like a star. Thc
wiiol<- positionî of the lovely lounger brougt ont
herî gmai-ýiid bush iîîto fuiîl relief.

hiesidle lier stood a little rounîd table suilil)rte(l
oni tIti-e caî'veiu feet of exquisite w-rkîuanship,
antd covered lv s besittifuil netting of crimsuui
lace-. 011the hable was ai open book auud several
tîiîîkets of female toilet. The table gave thc
key to the iest of thc firniture of the apartmcDpt,
whic w-as massive, highiy wrongbit auud of deep
ti-I clots. The tapestries of tue wail w-etc
umber and gld ; tIceliangings of thc bcd and
windows were # modulated purplc. TIermomt
lad evideuîtly been arramiged witl artistic design,
amîd jnust such a os, <ucvold le empluyed to cxlibit
a statue of white marble to the lest effect.
Ztilînia Sarpy was this living, breathing muodel,
fait as a filament of suimmer gurse snd statuesque
in aIl lier poses.

Slie hîad been educated in Franîce, accorîling tu
tIc custoinof maîîiy of thc wesltliy faînilies of
thue Coloîîy. Althougli coîîfiîued for five ycrs-
fruinthe age of fourteen to tlat of ninetuct-in
tIc rigid snd aristocratie cenveîîh of Picpus, sle
had been enabled tu sec mucl of Paris life, dur-
iuîg the wauing epocl of Louis XVI's reign sand
thîetiîîîes of murbid fashionalle excite ment insmujie-
distely preceding the great Revolution. 11cr
naturai disposition sud tise curiusity incident tu
ber lîrevions Colonial train ing led licr to muingle
wii keemi intcrest iii aIl tIc furmns of Frenîch
existe'nce, and 1er claracter was sýo dceply un-
pr<'sscd by it that wlen sIc rehurîîcd tu lier Can-
adiaxu home, a few montais lefore ont introduc-
tion to lier, slic was looked upon very innel iii
thc ligît of ais exutic. Yet w-as thc leart of
Znîmiia îeahiy umspoiled. 11cr inîstincts and prin-
cil)es weî'e truc. Sîse by nu mean s regarîled her-
self as ont ut place in lier native country, lut on
thc cumtrary felt that suie lad a mnissions to fili
in it, aud, lsving had mure thaît une oppor-
tunîity uf honorable alliance in Franuce, te ered
retiurîiîîg to Caniada and sîcnding lier days
aiiioîig lieur ownt people.

But hi' liai to le takeut lis sIc was. If tîte
good sinmpIe peuple aruund her did not under-
stanid lier ways, site could afford to leave them in
thîeiî wouideriîent withiout iîpology or explan-
ation. The stanidinig offlier family w-as su Iigh,
andmid urowu spirit su iiidepeuideîit tluat sice felt sue
coîîld trace ont lier owuî courîse, witîont yielding
to thme nautow sud aîitiquahcd notionîs of those
whîase hîorizonî for generatiuîîs iad neyer extended
beyouid th'ie ue if the St. Lawrencee.

Was shie tbinkiuîg of tliese very thiîsgs tlîis
uîîoriîîgi, as sIc huingc-d before the fic ?2 Perlaps
so. But if sie diii, the tîtougîts lad nou palale
effet-t upu hir. Rathier, we faîîev, w'erc lier
tionghIts stî'ayiîîgipoi thte inucidenit of thre
days bel .ore, w'leîîstuc 1usd thuat rattliusg ride
witlîthIeliîaîdsonic British Lieutenuant maid dis-
taucod hiîn ont ohf siglit. TIat glaniuc iin her great
Unhse eves was a retb-t'tiouî of the une vhich site cust
uipon tlîc youthîful horsciusn througlu thie littie
wiuidow' s 1 utares of thuie fitruîîr's bouse. Tliît tap
of tlue sippered foot, on tIc edge of thc sîinil]uoe
1*rîid1crl, w-isthie geuihie stimtulant sheadiuinistere~

*to lier pouliy's flsîuk as le leaped forwvard to win
tIc race. Tiîat sîuotlered, saucy laugh mvich
* ubhled oni lier ted. ripe lips was ail echto ut thie
peal whicî greetcd Hardinge wben le puonoune-
ed tii-lnaine otf " Zulia, " at tlîe toad gate. And
ls sIc rolled licr fine hîcad slowly to and fro on
tise velvet bosses <f tIe lack of lier clair, was shue
isot îiedihatiîig soîne furtbeu design on thte heaît

by a great upruar in the lowveu';paît of thceIbouse.
SIc did usot at first psy niueis attentionitot it,
but as thc suutind g-rcw- louder sud slîe recognized
tbe voice of lier fatlier, speakiuîg ius Ioud tones of
niai-us, sIc sat up i ier hsccair and listeuucd witis
cunccrn. Prescuîtiy some une rusîtetl np tIe
shair and prccipitated limself iîîto tîhe spartment,
witount 80 neh as rapping at thc door. It was
lier brother, a yotl of about lit-j age, wlio wîîs
ah seluol at thec Seuiiary of Quebcc. 11e evidemut-
tly lad jush srrived, bt-iuug sil wrsppcîl up imu
blue flamnel cuat, hîinmed witl i-cd îloth, Ioud
of thue sanie material. buckskius leggings autt
îuughs hidc boots. He gave Iinîseîf a vigorous
slake, like a Newfoundlaiid jush cuuerged frouiî
tbe wahcr, snd shamîied uîîouîtîte fluor to throw-
off the particles of snuw- sdlcring ho bis feet.

" Whah nîcans sîl this dishurbance, Eugeîue
asked Zulma, holding ont une hand and turuing
liter head uver thc side of tuie clair, ilI lier face
looked up hothIe ceiling.

" Oh, nuthimug, exccpt tbat tIc rebels have
conue !" was tIc rejuinder, as tle-youth walked up
ho lis sister sud dropiped globules of sutow- from
lis g1lves iuîhulier cyes.

Tlie wlat lave cuie9
"'W y, tIc rebels."
"Von mesîithtIcAmei-icans."

" Anierii'ans ut' rebels - whst is thie differ-
ence ?

"'A world uf ditférence. Thc Anscricamis are
nut rebels. TIey are frecîsuen lahtliug for their
rights. "

'- Wc lave been tau-altt ah tIc Seminary to
esîl tlem rebels."

"TIen yous lave becut tauiglit wroîsg."
Zulnisa liai risen ont qf ber chair' snd stoud up

in front of tIc flu'e witl a glon- of enthusiasm oua
lier cîcek. SIc would donbtless have couîtiuuued
ho deliver uier ideas un the subj eet, but lier younîg
brtler evidently huuk no particular intercsh ini
it, and tItis citcumshancc, whici (id nut escape
lier quick eyc, suudcniy brouîgît lier hack ho
mure ptactii-al qiuestions.

" Wherc have thIe Americans srrivedf'"
".At Point Levis.",
" Whsen did tley arrive?'
"Titis mîîruing early."
" Have you seen thenV"
" They are quite visible uot thte heigîts unuvinit

ho and fro, auud makiuîg ahl kind of signs towards
the city. TIe whole of Quclcc turne dont ho look
ah tbcm, thIe schai-s of tIc Scminary alung with
the test. Aftcr I lad scen thIe fellow-s, tIc Super-
iur of tIc Seininary called rue aside, auîd dircctcd
me ho hake a sleigh sud cornse at once ho notify
you.Pl

'Nuhify nie V" said Zulma, arching bier
brows. "M. Le Supericur is vcry aniable."

"Wcll, fut youu xactly," said Esîgene laugît-
ing, " but unr fmntiily."

" Oh !" exclaimcd sIc. " TIat is iliffereuit. 1
ncverj saw your Superior ini nv life sud I do uîot
know that le is aware of îuy humîble existenice."

diTIere yon are uistaken. Omit Su petiot
knows aIl about yuu, your tricks, your uddities,
your Frensch notions and lie uften speaks ho nie
of you. H1e is especially aware that you are a
rebel and is mudli grievedt îerc-at. "

'Rebel! There is that hate'tuml word again."
1I thonght yoîî ikcd it wIicn «ap1 iuied ho yuur-

self. You told me as uncli thte last tinu e."
Zulma langlscd auîd scenued hroîitiateti, but

sIc said nu more. Her buotlier tIen toîd let
tlat tîcir father w-as cousid-rabiv agitlîte'îIatheI
news. He was partieuîlarhy alarnuied lest lis son
slould le exposced by rciiaiiiuug in tlhe city sud
thhougît of withdrawiîîg lins from thte Sî'uîiîîary
during thIe imnpeîdilmg siege. Wliat dii liîhîa
thiîmk of it ?

"Wleus lu you returui ho Qui-bei- !" w-ls thec
abrupt query.

Iwmhl retîuî-uuah once aund fathier is goinug witlî
me.

"I will g0 oho. I w-st to sec thiese Aîîicricsns
for nsysclf snd tlîcuu1Iwil hell yoî wlat 1 thiîuk
of your stayiuug ah thme St-uiuîsry or tIc reverse.
Go down stairs, while 1i nake recaîlv. "

Wlen Znhuuîa w'îs alone, it titi uot tltke lieu'
long ho prepare luerself for tlîcjouruîey. AlIl le'

ihanguor lad teparteil. The itile fooliuîg ini
in wbich slîe lad iîdulged duiig the larevius
honte w-as î'eplaccd by au eaî'uest activity iii muv-
ing about bier rooîu. 11cr figers werc skihfui anmd
rapid in tIc arrangenmenît of lier dress. In leas than
a quarter of an hour she w-alked up ho thIe mirrur
for tIc Iast inidispemnsabule feiniiiiiiue giance. Anud
wist a uîaguificeîît pictute sIc w-as. Inilber sky-
bine toibe <of vpî'it, witîi Pelisse of iuinmaculate
ermimue, aud hiood of' thue sanie stufi quihhcd1
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REMINISCENCE 01 DICKENS. to a process oif mental nmultiplication and niagili-
fied into thousands of dollars. Shop, Sho1 î, ShlopMiss Kate Field, in a lecture not long silice, is his unvaryinoa themne but such a slîop anîd sucliat Newcastle, England, related this littie anec- a tradesman Xt hv the richness of its wares anddote of Clharles Dickens :-It was worth while the volumies of its'trade could only be dono jus-receiving a compliment froîn Dickens, it was tice to biy some Oriental story-teller, or theturned withi such art. 1 know of one note i author of Dont Quixote or, better stili, lie w-hoArnerica s0 felicitous in expression as to deserve praised Baron Munchausen!

1)ublicity. It was addressed to a New York girl, But it is not with tlîis doughty kinight wbiowho had been a constant attenîdant at his read- lias wion his spurs so often as to hobi thein ebeap,îngs. Goîngz up the staîrs to Steinway Hall on1 that we bave to deal. Our province lies inainlythe occasion of Dickens' reading on 1Ncw Year's with subtler types of the order Blow.eve, this young lady was met by a friend, Who Notable among them is the Blow Who blowsstopped hier, saving :l 've a nmessage for you by implication; this is a specinien not recognis-from the cefe." Dickens was always called able at first siglît, and b)v sorte, ofteîi by biis"lthe chef' by bis intimate friends. "I asked closest acquaintance, iîever recognized at ail,him if lie sawv you ini the audience. ' Saw bier ?' but to the nman ini searcb ofbIimn as a rare speci-re1 lied I)ickens 'yes, God bless hier! Sle's men, his shallow disguise easilv eiietrated.the best audience 1 ever lîad ci" And 1'%,e a 'Notlîing pleaseshim; lie will charaeterise a coîi-message for Mir. IDickens," retoîted the deliglîted fortale counitry liotel, wbere good fortunîelbasgirl. Wbereulîon sle drew forth a basket of left bini for the îîiglît, as a "« wretclîed stable,"violets tliat graced Dickens' desk during the a -"beastly bole," wvhile bis î-oomn, warni andreadiîig, and elicited the following response :-furnished with all the reqîîisite that anv or(1i1-II eintreat you to accept my most heartfelt aîry îîortal would require, is stignmatised as athanks for your umost cliarming New Year's pie- ci"jig-peui." 1He takes particular deligbit inisent.If you could know wbat pleasure it yield- insulting lus liost, bullying tlhe lostler anided ie you would be repaid even for your' deli- lîurtiîîg the feelinîgs of the eleaii, iprucecate a sn< sipatlîetic kindness. But, I must housewifcly biostess, who lias tilli iow takenconfess, that nlothing in the pretty basket ()f an lonest pride ini tle doniestio arrange-lowers was 'luite 5 i iteresting to me as a ce,*- îîieîîts for the conifort of hier guests. But lustain bright, Iresli face 1 liad seen at my readlilngs, indigniationî and wrath reacli their climuax at niealwlîiclî I ain told you nmay see, too, wlien you tiînes; no words are too strong to express biislook in tlîe gl ass. " Not long after, on beinig i il- contempt for the well-eooked, thougli very likelytroduced to Dickens, the saie New York girl lîoîîely food, that is placed before hîm. "l)Dirtyexellaimed : "Ah, Mr. Dickens, I owe you s0 rubbish," "lnut fit tor- a dog, " Ildisgusting "heavy a debt of gratitude that I shall neyer be are onîy a few of the choice epithets applied toable to pay the interest on it." IlYou shahl whiat, withal, hie eats-yes, and eats beartily,have a receipt in full," was Dickens' quick re- despite bis preteîîded loathing. But this lietot,; whereupon heneath a ferocious engravilug doca flot consider. Duriiig the progresa of hisof himself, lie wrote: "Receîved of -, ail thankîcas meal, lie keeps the landlady, prol2ablythe thanks she owes me, and many more, with busy serving a whole table-full of hungry mor-whom I arn better lieased than 1 appear to be in tals, iin a conistanit flurry by the inicessant g-uni-the above gl ooîny presentment of my state of bliiigs proeeedîng from bis lips between eselimmnd." That New York girl would niot part noutliful. He exaslerates tlîe landiord, Whîo liaswith these autogr-aplis for the Presideîîcy of tbe taken the greatest pains iii carving foirIjini, byUnited States. sending back the (_eut two or tlirec tintîes, and
finally sends the tab)le girl aw-ay in tears by sonie
ill-îiatured, flot to say brutal remark. 1 bad tbe[For the CANADIÂN ILLUSTRATED NEws.] pleasure of seeiig on of these would be autocrats

R AND OjVSKE7'CHES ON THE ROAD 1. most beautifuilly suld tlîe otiier day at a liotel in
the town of St. Thiomas. He was, 1 miu>t con-

BY A CANADIAN COMMERCIAL. 1r5 'acmeca îî,ajlbii tbme
at the sanie table as ivs ihe oi-dered '' toast

Whetherthe word "blow-" emiployed in tîiesense beef," and received ini retuini a inost unexcept-
of "brag" is indigenous to Canada, 1 amn not lire- ionable cut. Not s0, liowever, tiiouglt oui cx-
îîarestosay, but it'is universal iiiuse, aîd althougli ceedingly particular friend ; puslîiîg tbe plate
perhaps slang, I doubt if any other w-ord used aside witl a gesture of contempt, hie growled ont
in the sanie sense would be as imimensely express- "'take il away, it's raw-not fit for a pig to est,
sîve. We hear it used either as mouiî or vetl) at mucli less a Christian." Mine host bappemîed
the discretion of the speaker-" he's an awful to be carviug and over-liearing tlîe reniark, lie
blow' -" pshaw, he's only blowing " ire expres- deterînined to play a barnuless little trick on tlîe
sions that miglît appear enigiguatical to tlîe un maleontent, 80 iîtter siinply turning over tlîe
accustomed ear, but replcte with meaniîîg to sle with luis earviiig fork, and pouriîîg a little
those from wlose lips tlîey faîl. browii gravy over it, lie senit it back tobhim wlueii

Concedimîg this meaning of the word, there it -sa s eaeîtd ngranidwit
certainly no0 class of men to whonî thse saneaIl the appearance of absorbiig gnst that cliaraet-
temptations are offered to ciblow, " aîîd to be- erizes ahl such thîoroughly selfish ixîdividua Is at
corne confirmed "hlows " as-Commercial Trrî- their mneals. "iPut a beggar un horseback etc-

velers A a onequnc th raksof hecrmîtthe proverb is fanîiliar and the iniférence isaefller ofAsgecntle enc the broing oftype 1'îi eqnally plain. If we took the trouble to enquire,
various ways in which this weakniess displays i ol efuî i iecssoto eta
itself in them are multifarious, numerous in fact these una-iliag gi-umblers arc aecustoined to but
as the lines of trade to which "tIth craft " devote pour accommodation and perlbaps the niieag.:est oif
tlemnselves. The consideration of the manifold meagre fare at honte, but tlîeir ligl mightinesses
manifestations of the blowing propensity ini thc wish to give less umpretentious people about theîîi
s0 ealled "lCommercial Fraternity " msy flot be to understand that tbey are accustomed to mucli

uniterstig, or sayit n awhiper inpjsiî1 better things, and thiat tlîey emphatically kîîow
able to other classes of this beterogeîieoiîs ('wat'n-ut. li afi aspeo 'loiilî commuîity-in fact, Ilblowing " seenîls iîîg by iinplication," but its mnanifestationis ofteli
to bie a verbal plant that cani grow, Mlossoulî and take other and far different forîîîs andiltheeoi-i -
ilblow " to luxuriant perfection only iii this deration of these, and also of otlier distincetive(
Westerni Hemispîcre. specimens in thisceurious mniagcî-ie ofbllowvs, Nw iii

Happening to number among that uîîhapp)y1 furîîish anple material for anothier plier.
class of society, who are regularly anîd priodic2fy WAYFAEER.
stigmatised as Ilblows," I wiil in îîîy owiî pour
way attenîpt to portray a few of the i)etter ktownvarieties of the genus Ilblow," and in so doin£r WOMAN'S LOGIC.woîîld say iii a discreet Ilaside " tîtat the diff*er-
cnt types described are not unfrequentîy foumîd The other afternoonl a sharp-lèatîred woiiaii,
ontsîde the ple of unr fraternity, altbouclî if iîeaîrly six feet lîigh, canme into the city on the
thie tendency in any mni e as yet but imper- Grand River road with about tlree-eiglitlis of alfectly devcloped, ai introduction intu the tanks cord of ted oak stove-w-ood 1iiled on) a un)e- liorse
of the brotlierlîood w-ut eertainfly and speedily wagon. The wood was so green thuat thc sa 1 ex ud-
accomplîslh thiat sometimes very undesirable end. cd and froze to ice, and tiiose in seaieh uf oo

Every une is faîîîiliar witl some notable speci- gave lier load looks of conteiîiiuîid cri Se
meni of thc coninmunest snd grossest variety of halted ilear thec (ass Market, and waited tiieic'(
the bdow. It tequires mbsoutely nu intuition to moreiivtlai- an liour. Slîe steiiied to be gettilig
recugîiizc this obtrusive animal. H1e it is %%-ho di.scoutaged, wlîein aloîîg caime a little resjdeîît

ct-avels for thec bcst bouse ini the country "- of tlîe ( ass farmîi aiî asked lier rite oice of
wlio "ilias huies ", to use bis expressive phrase- wvood. Sie said shii'(l take $3.
ologv, ci th-t nu other niîait on the rosi ean Thr-- dollars fors< liaIt a coi- of' greemn
touch "-wliouIl' gets the iggesQt salaîy if iyok om' i*xlaîid


