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RECENT LITERATURE.

WILKES, SHERIDAN, FOX.-

This is a bock of a kind that we should like to see exten-
sively imitatedT. t is not a work of very high pretensious, as
far as ve can judge the author's purpose. And it is noue the
worse for that. The writer's ain appears te have been merely

te set before the public, in -i concise and readable ferni, the
life stories of tlirce of Engla'id's great men,, vith sone obser-
vations on their characters and services te the nation, and the
evtents which surrounded theni and shapetd their career. Tak-

ing tharone by one lie describes briedly but minutely, Vith
no stint of reference to authorities, their entrance into publie

life, and the taiventures and mishaps that met them as they

pursued their different paths. A work of this kind necessarilv
cottains little that is new, but it possesses the counter-advan-
îage of setting forth in attractive colours some eof the most
remarkable events of history. And whe uthis is done as Mr.
Re does it, wit ilthorough fairness and impartiality, the au-
thor confers a real benefit upon uthe reading public, wbich it
should not be slow te acknowledge. Perhaps the most remark-
able feature in the book is Mr. Rae's defence of Wilkes. And yet
" deence" is hardly the correct terni. For ail lhe attempts te
do, while admitting the author of No. 45 te have been any-
thing but a paragon, is te prove by facts and by the evidence of

conteupoariez. that the character of Wilkes as given by
the school histories, and even by greater authorities, is neither
correctly nur carefully drawna. Te ise his own vords " It
may b, as alis been asserted, that Wilkes is the Cleon of the
eiglhteenuth century ; but if so, lie is not the Cleon ofU Mitford,
but the Cleon of Grote." le points ont hoiw the generally
r'ececid opinion of Wilkes, both from the physical and the
unor.al point ot view, is erroneous. le is spoken of as a man
vitl an inuiir,îuasquit and demoniac grin ; au idea which is
only due vductoHoarth's caricature. Earl Russell says of him:
"No man can now consider Wilkes as anything but a profii-
gatspndthrift, without opinions or principles, religions or
political ; whose impudence far exceeded bis talents, and who
àalwayn iant licence when he cried liberty." But Earl Rus-
sall adducs no evidence in support of bis statement. b1r.
Rae, Ln te uoticr haiand, cites the testimony of a number of
witnesecs as going te prove that Wilkes was by no means se

a- ls he is painuted. Certain it is that te Wilkes the Eng-
lish pe'ople owe mnuch of the liberty that makes themi the envy
of leS fortunat' nations. To him was due the abolition of
the iniquitous General Warrant system, the license of print-
ing, and the reports cf proceediugs in Parliament, both in the

prv-ss and in " liansard.' Suich are in brief the advautages
that Mr lhe contends Wilkes procured, by much self-denial
ani sacr ince, for his grateful fellow-subjectsani an alt too un-
aîppýreci.ative paosterity. The following is the author's perora-

Wilkers anticipated that 'the faithful historian's page and
postrity- woul do Iin justice.' Hitlherto the histriaad's page
hra' co aati many candalous and exaggerated stories about
his career, and many gross aspersions on his character. Chro-
nmci-rs t hiS dibg have net veiled their disappointmentat
b.e:iu urnable te record that bis end was te rot in a jail or
winc fromn a gibbet. The:y evidently think it unseemly that
Wilk should have departed this lifte anidst the affection of
attacd-a Ifriends aud the uinfeigued regret of old enemies whose
rancour had Leen transmuted into respect. Ilence they have
dceemed it their duty to calumiiate his memory, attenuate
whatever was most honourable in his conduct, underrate or
dcry Lis persoiual haare in upholding a glorious cause uIn-
steaai of being trea'td with common justice, lie has been treated
as a scapegoar. Posterity has been taught te consider him as
noting but a charlatau, with as much propriety as posterity
wm taught, il th middle ages, te regard Virgil as nothing but
a mac ilian. His last wish was that bis tombstone should be
nriad twith the words, 1 A Friend te Liberty.' Many whose
enainLus have been carried in state toWestminster Abbey,

and repose there under splendid monuments, have had false
and less-merited epitaphs. Granting i t-o be true, as bis tra-
durr aîiVege, thar in professiu attachment to liberty lie was
acting a part, it is undenrable iat his part was a mo t useful
one, ant iait his performance has provetid is country's gain.
in coniide-ration of the value of the result, an enlightened
paostery may well refrain frotn applying a microscope te his
niativ, , anal a maignifying glass mt his faults, and fittingly
re-nder to his actual achievementa a tribute of gratitude and
appronil.'

THE DOCTRINE OF EVOLUTION. t

The various .heorie relating te the evolution o fpecies are
now matter tof snch very general interest that any work which
tends telucidte and unravel the tangied skein of doctrines
and arguments un this subject is pretty safe te attract the
attaenation iot olly of those peculiarly interested in the ques
tion, but also ihatcof the reader who would wih te keep him
sLif iniortied a teto the pro;ress of science apdi speculative
jiloso.aphy. T e list of works on this tepic is already, per
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haps, sufficiently large, and constant additions are being made r
thereto. But the number of really compehensive treatises-

treatises which give a fair Idea of the locus standi of the cou-

troversy--is comparatively small, perhaps for the reason that

such works, partaking somewlat of the nature of a pricis, are 1

felt teobe more in place within uthe paper covers of a magazine

than between the boards of an indepeudent volume. Dr.

Winchell, however, has ventured the experiment of collecting
the chief points of the discussion in a neat little volume,
which we feel sure will prove au acquisition te disputants on

either, or perhaps more oorrectly on every, side, as there are

se many combatants in the tield. ln his book he gives a

comprehensive view of the statu of the argument,;and althougli
lie avows himself a supporter of the doctrine of ovolution, it
must be admitted that his account is in no way distgured by
the intrusion of personal feeling. ls essay is a complete

handbook te the doctrine of evolution, especially as considered

in its theistie bearings. The pros and oons are given without

undue prominence being accorded to either. Iudeed se careful

has the author been not te commit himself, further than the

admission in the preface, to the teachings ofany party, that
lhad the preface been omitted it would have been diticult te

assign him a side in the controversy. Perhaps the only fault

which can be found with this little work is the superabundatat
use of technical ternis. lu a work professedly intended to be
" popuilar," this is an undeniable mistake. IlInherent appe-
tency," and 1 primordial causation," are not expressions that
every reader can be expected to fathom. lu this respect Dr.
Winch .i1 differs froun Ir. Geikie, whose workis noticed below..

The latter explains every technical expression, the former
taking it for granted that his reader understands technicali-
tics, and accordingly uses then freely. But, notwithistanding
this'slight drawback, Dr. Wiuchell bas succeeded in making
a most useful and instructive book on one of the leading
questions of the day.

THE GREAT ICE AE.1;

Under this title Mr. James Geikie, of the Geological Survey
of Scotland, gives in a duodecimo volume of some five bon-
dred pages au account of the Glacial Epoch, with special re-
ference to its changes of climate. Although his chiefaimu was
to indicate the succession of climatal changes that obtained
during that epoch, lie bas mainly confined his observations to
one region, Scotland. By soedoing he thought it would be
possible te couvey to uthe readers mind a rnore vivid impres-
sion ofwhat the Glacial Epoch really was, than lie would have
done had eli ventured to take a wider field. lu this we think
Mr. Geikie did riuht. t is evident that he intends his book
to reach others than those lie calls his a" fellow-hammerers," as
lie finds it necessary in his preface to apologize to these
latter for the introduction of so much already familiar antter,
on the ground that without thîs he would have founi ît im-
possible te mak-e his argument intelligible to non-specialists.
We must confes, howevcr, that the non-specialists are very
well cared four in the volume Mr. Gikie displays on

their behalf au amot ct of coasideratia and a patience such
as the specialists are seldom willin; to bestow upon the unin-
itiated who stand without the eauctsi ry. le thinks nothing
of repeating explanations where li muay think then desirable,

orof making eiucidatory references to matter, ailready tii-
ciently touched upon. In addition to thiese helps to the non-
scientific, he is laviih with explanatory sketches and charts.
Specialist. will doubtless chafe at the introduction ofso much,
to them, needless matter, but they will confess after a perusal

of the work that the game was well warth the candIe. The
volume is profusely illatrated with views of Scotch scenery,
maps, charte, and sketches of geological sections.

A general idea of the theory Mr. Geikie sustains ln his work
may be gathered fromn the following extract fron the closing
chapter

An inteisely severe climate prevailed ln our hemisphere
some two hundred thousand years ago. North Britain and
Scandinavia were then unitel by a vast system of glaciers,
while the iceextendeddown to low latitudes in England as well
as on the Continent, through the intervention of the varions
mountain ranges.'P0 tiths aretie period of steriîlty a more
genial time succeeded ; plants, such as pine tres, grew in the
south of Englana, and animals such sas the woolly rhinoeeros
and the great bear, appeared. Gradually, however, the climate
grew warmer, the distinction between summur andw inter b-
came less marked, and in consequence, the northern namma.
lia withdrew to more arctic homes. At last a kind of perpe-
tuai summer reigned, while the fatuna of the country were
marked by the introduction of the hippopotamaus, the elephant,
the lion, the tiger, and the hyena. Again a series of changes
occurs, and lu the reverse order to that just given, until an

« arctic climate haî brought alllife to an end. We cannot say
e ow often such cold and warm periods were repeate lnor can
we be sure lu which.of such warm periods the mnn that faash.

- ioned rude implements of stone firt made their appearance.
- It la likely that man arrived here as early as the mammoth and

the rhinoceroseand his first coming may even havu pîrecded
- the glacial epoclh itself. But it la certain that he entered Britaiti

during the lat interglaclal period, when there were glaciers uin
our rnountains and arctic mammalia in our valleys. He wit-
uessed the northward migration of these animais andi the ad-
vent of the southern maanmalla. Thun came a perlodo cf sub.
mergence, when the British Islands were well.nigh drowned
In the hea. After that the last cold period began, and In what
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renained of England it la net likoly that palaiolithic man stili
lingered. But the British Islande again rose froui the wavea;
the treeless land was socon invaded by the roindeer, the arctic
fox, and t i lemming, and thon the necolithlc man eutered upon
the scone Su vast a lapse of time soparutes the mon whose
implements were roughly chipped frontmatone, from those
whose implements were laboriously fashlioued and polished1.
Gradually the climate still further Improved, plants became
more numerous and luxuriant, the anImals of arctic regions
were replaced by the ox and the sleep, whlile man lilmself
slowly progressed, until b discarded stono for bronze, and
ultimately discovered the mode of workiug Iron. Thus we
reach the dawnu of that human listory the records of which
are more varied, and at the same Lime more easy to decipher,
than the obscure relies of the non-historic ages."

THE LITERARY WORLD

Mr. Bellew, the celebrated reader and elocutionist, died on
Friday last.

The fifth volume of Kiniglake's I tlistory of the Crimean
Var " is ready,

The English critics apeak in the highesit terms of Professor
Vambt'ry's new book on Central Asia.

It is reported- that a limited liability company is projectod
in London for the purposae of re-starting the Star newspapor.

Sir Frederiek Pollock ls editing the autoblography of the
late Mr. Macready, which wilIlbe supplenented with selec-
tions (rom is journal.

M. Jules Clarette hlas len collecting the various writings
of Camille Desmoulina, and, unier the title of "uvres de
Camille Desmoulils," has published a series of mloet interest-
ing documents now almost forgotten.

A public library has been establiiihed by the Viceroy of
Egypt ait Cairo. In it have been gathereti ail the ost ancient
manuscripts of the Koran that could be found, including " the
true one," dati ng from the year L.n. 72o.

M. Carlo Morbio, of Milan, has receuntl printei for private
circulaion " Alessandro Manzoni ed i sudoi Autgraphai." M.
Morbio is the fortuuate pîossessaor of about ñffty autograplh lot-
ters of the grcat Italian peet, all unpublishedl.

Mr. Browninag's new pocm il expectel to be out lIn October.
It will lie on an ncatirelv new sutbject. Mr. Tennyson la writing
some new l Idylîs of thie King." One is aid t lbe ñfnished.
The new idylls will problly precede I Vivien."

The Great work of Ludwig Lange on fRoman antiquities
has reached its third volume in lerlin. It is greatly peraisced
by the classical critics, If Ut' ristI of the work isworthy of
the first three volumes iL will be the best history of Itme lui
existence.

Miss Kingaley, tiauzlhter of the Canon, ls credited wlyith th
authorship1 of a book of travels, 1,South aud West," on whichl
the London .riPes commenta most favourably. " Briglt and
ple.asa sketches, rich with the true light of ihe suny South,"
murmuaîrs the " Thuan lerer."

At the receut atanual mneetingZ of the trusteest of Shakespeares
Blirthplace and Museutu, $tratford-on-A von. it was statel that
the buialIing lii tbeen visited during tle present year lby
10,25i0 persons- atrong proof cf the interest thit ia main-
Lained lu the birthplace of ti, great pet.

Madamue George Sand is aid to be preparing for the press
a mnujoir of the young and unfortunate Louis XVIL, chiefly
drawn fron the persoual recollcctions of ber grandnother,
Maame Aurore Dupin de Francueil, granodaugher of King
Auigustu ils of Poland, and n-arly relatad top Kinig CharleA X.
and Louis XVIII. The tmemoir ia to coutfain also historical
dcnu ts Uad traditions, carefully preserved in the family of
the great Frtncah novelist

''u Thoasp. pli îbîise'l i thtrGeraa]an langu. g,',pa~asi 1,
,hraaîtlIte pisî-officc cf the empiare', uoamoniunt te 3,8-,j.

A uonig them 4d a;ppcar more thilai seven tianes in the couir5'
1 the' week, 80 are issu-i seven times, 460 six times, 3,249

less thana ix ta i; 3,333< are puibshetd in the Empire, 213
abroad, especial ly in Switzerlanidl, 30le i .America. Foreign
newspapers circulating in Germany art-French, 779 :.Eng-
lish, 5,4 ; Italian, 145, Dutch, 25; Russian, 57 ; Swedi*ha,
115, &C.

Tlie Rirued ePeur .i>ndea has a historyf not devoid of ln-
terest. Foun ed in 1829, it ha outlived every oune of its many
rivals ana antagonists. The honorarium to ,writers is 200
francs for theg heet of sixteen pages (little enougha), but M.
Octave Feuillet receives (exceptionally) 500 francs per sheet.
l'he Rev'le has 1s,000d subéatribers at 90 francs, eqai to 900,000
francs yearly. 'iuexpenses are under 400c0 ranca, reh
property sl hild in uhares of 1,000 franp's caci lu the lait
years of the arnpire the dividend reached the extraordinary
figure of 2,000 francs a shane.

The Galaxy for the coming month contains several papers
of more than usual int'rest witness those a Voltaire as a
Lover " " Poland and the Pol'es; " " Henri Rtchefort," by Ju-
nius Hienri Browne j IIThe Voice as a Source of Ineome," by
Olive Logan, and tie continuation of General Custer's " Life
on the Plains." Besides these there i the usual amuount and
quality of fiction and pocetry. The worat feature of this utn-
lier la a foollali paper on typograpt;hicail eracr, In which the
compiler lias aapparently laboured to iitroduce al th sthalest
items and misttakes of the kind that have annualy niade
their appearance for the last scaoreCofyyear in the funny colunns
of the country prese.

Fac-imiles of Irish national MSS. are at prosent being so-
lectedtid Aneditei lby Mr. Gilbert, of the Public Itecoirdt QiPace
of Ireland. The first part of the colîcction, which wililie
one of profourilinteredi, to Irish asholars, is nearly completedl
We learn from a report jausat isud thav among the documeuts,
fac-siniles of whilc have becu prepared, is a Latin palter
stylel, " Caithah," or thel " Fighter." I t la ascribcd to the
lhamnd of St. Colutin, who nade «lot fanaous ,and recelves 1s
naine from the antique metal caskt ln lwich it ia preserved
Columba lived lie the sixth century. The legend i that,
whàile sojouring with St. Finnenlu Ulster, lie berrowe I that
worthy' pdailter, and i copiedI It furtively lu lais church, with
he niad of miratlcouï lighat, in the uriht-ilme." Filn-fin

claimeti the Copy as hi pr.îerty but Colaina ld not recog-
nize hi right, anal Diarnidl, Monaroff Irelandl, was aippetlaled
to. 111 Majesty mecided 1 4 that as to every' cow belongs lier
calf, seo to every book baelongs its cpy." Columb dI not e
the force of this aralogical roasctinagsud kept the treasiro.
As the story gose the dispute led to a sanguinary batle uand
was one of the cauoseswhich nduced Columba to leave Irelan
for loua.
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