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- look was’ Lhanrred to that of:deep feeling : he pressed the hand.
of Mrs., D and was forced to turn to.a" window. to conceal ki
. _cmotlon “That visit was - pamful to'all ‘parlies.; not daring: to'
spcul\ onr the subject nearest<his hedrt, Charles . could not bnng
himself (o converse on any indifferent one ; ‘and Clarw’s. spmls
were too much’ worn ‘out to’ admit' a- cheerful: thought. Hc"
soon took leave requesting pcrmlssxon to return the' next dixy :
By this time, Mrs. Delville who -was - perfectly ignordnt of
business, was prevailed upon by interested advisers to mortgage
her remaining property, as her only means of raising money for-
the purposes.of ife.. The idea of selling it and thercby formmg
a small capital having - never oceured to her :mind ;. and with
respectto Clarg, the real sitvation of her” mothcl had at ]ena[b'
-become impressed on her mind, and she- hved ina kind of recl,
less despair, her-only object being to contribute to' her comforts;
further - than that sho thought fot, cared mot. A vague hope
'mwht oxist that* she should not survive that ‘mother, but it wes
undefined. - Poor credulous girl ! to funcy fora - :moinent.: At
grief could break a woman’s heart.” * She had yet to lenrn {hat
it might be crushed, laccrated and tortured, - and even con
sumed by every specics of misfortuné, and that still another; and‘
another strong in feeling at least; would arise out of the ushes o

the fist, : .
Charles was now a constant vxsxtor at the house, a.nd tincos-
sciously, Clara began fo look forward to the time: of hisivisis
avith something like pleasure ; a very groat change had fakin
place in him, although evidently labouring under a sceret ivelght'
of anxiety, he was wlways cheerful in presence of Mrs, Delvill
and Clara. . Ifis manner to both was-tender and aflectioiale
he had ever some new trifle to engage their. attention ; bogls
pictures, and music,” of which latter they were-all equall
thustastic, all was put in requisition. His conversation®wis
snited to his hearers, never had Clara belicved him so 1ih ,
in' the . graces of the mind, his wit was ready,.but thoigh |
biight and sparlling as a crystal stream in the noon-day. sunit
was a8 harmless and refreshing. * Too kind in dispositions o .




