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plo, and Jesus did not make a failure in this part
of His work,

Again, 1 arguo, from the invitations piven
to poor, lost souls, that the way was not diffi-
oult, but easy to be uuderstood. Listen to the
prophet: Look unto Me all yo ends of the carth
and be ye saved, for I am God and thero is none
olse. And again: Ho! overy one that thirstoth,
como yo to tho wators, and he that hath no money
come yo, buy and eat—yen, come buy wine and
milk without money and without prico. Seck yo
the Lord whilo He way be found; call ye upon
Him whilo He is near. Lot the wicked forsako his
way and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and
lot him return unto the Lord and He will have
morcy upon him, and to vur God, for He will
wbundantly pardon. Jesus Himself said: Come
unto Mo, all ye that labor and are heavy laden and
I will give you rest. And to the great city He
said: O! Jerusalem, Jerusalem, . . . . how
often would I have gathered thy children together,
as a hen doth gather her brood under her wings,
and yo would not. And tho spirit and the bride
say, como. And lot him that heareth say come.
And let him that is athirst come. And whusoover
willy let him tako . e waters of life fieely. In all
these invitations and others that might be cited,
not an attempt is made to show a person how to
come. If the way was dark or hedged up, cortain-
ly some explanation would have been given. In
the teaching ~f our Saviour about the rich man
ond Lazarus, Abraham is represented as saying:
They have Moses and the prophets, lot them hear
them. This shows that Moses and the prophots
made the way to happiness plain and heaven plain,
One more argument, will be given from the circum-
stances attendant upon the preaching of the guspel
by the apostles after they were commissioned to go
to all the world, and were fitted for their work by
the Holy Spirit, sent down from heaven. When
Pater preached on Pentecost, till many of his
hearers believed that Jesus was tho son of the
living God, they asked what they should do, and
the answer was 80 plain and clear that three thous-
and acted upou it and wero added to the ohurch
tho same day, When Philip went down to Sa-
maria ho preached Christ to them, and when they
believed Philip preaching the: things concerning
the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ,
they were immersed, both men and women. Saved
by the gospe’  This same Philip, by the direction
of the Spirit, joined ‘himself to the chariot of a
certain eunuch, the treasurer of Candace, the
queen of the Ethiopians. Ho-found him reading
that thrilling account of the Lord Jesus being
tried, His judgment being extorted from Him and
His life taken away, and when the officer asked to
know whether the prophet spake this of himself or
of some other man, Philip began at that same
scripture and preached to him Jesus, and as he
presented the gospel to him, the eunuch said: Sce,
here is water, what doth hinder me to be immersed.
And Philip said: If thou beliavest with all thy
heart, thou mayest. Angd he said: I believe that
Jesus Christ is the Son of God. . . . . And
thoy went down into the water, both Philip
and the eunuch, and he immersed him. And when
they were come up out of tho wuter the Spirit of
the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw
him no more and he went on his way rejuicing,
saved by the gospel. Paul preached to the keepor
of the prison at Philippi, and the result was that
he took him and Silas and washed their stripes and
was baptized, he and all his, straightway. And
when bo had brought them into his house he set
meat before them and rejoiced, belioving in God
with all his house; saved by the gospel. Paul
preached at Corinth, and many of the Corinthians
hearing, belicved and were baptized. Were not
all theso saved, and how different from tho accounts
of the presont day in the sectarian world, How is

it now? OChrist is preached till men ask, what
shall wo dof and then, instead of giving an answer
from God’s precioua word, thoy are told to come
to a ** penitont form,” a *¢ mourner’s bench,” or at
least to ““ stand up for the prayors of God's peo-
ple.” Sometimes this is followed up for woeks and
months and oven yoars, and at last they die with
no better hope of heaven than when thoy first ap-
plied for help. What is the trouble with these
persons? They have beon taught for dootrines the
commaudmerts of mon. Paul says, Gal, i, 7
There be somo that trouble you and wowld rPrr”
VERT THE GOSPEL oF CHRIST. They havo listcned
to o porversion of the wospol of Christ, and there-
foro they are in the dark. O! that all men would
follow Paul’s admonition to Timothy: Preach the
word; that they would give hoed to Poter, who
says: If any man speak, lot him speak as the
oracles of God.

I will finish this writing by making a statoment
of what the gospel 15. Woe find in the preaching of
the gospel thero are thiee facts to be believetl, 1
Cor. xv., 3, 4. That Christ died for our sins ac.
cording to tho scriptures, and that He was buried,
and that He roso again the third day, according to
tho scriptures. Theso threo facts establish one
grand truth: That Jesus is tho Christ, the Son of
the living God. Thero are threo commands to be
obeyed: T'o believe, repant, and be baptized. The
promiseg to thuse who obey these commands from
the heart are three, viz.: pardon or remissiun of
sins, the gifts of the Holy Spirit. apd everlasting
life, If we believe tho truth stated with all our

hearts and obey the commands given from our
heart, wo can lay hold ou the promises made by
our dear and loving Saviour. This will filt us with
happiness and peace, so that, like the officer of
Queen Candace, we can go on our way rejoicing,

J. A. GATES.
Letete, Nov. 17th, 1890,

VOTING.

In my first correct religious instruction, which
came to me through the Bible and the *¢ Millenial
Harbinger,” I was taught that the kingdum of
Christ is a monarchy. Not hke that of Great
Britain, for that is limned. The will of the ‘*sov-
ereign ” is not absolute. The kingdom of Christ
is absolute. The will of our Xing cannot be
modified or overthrown by a parhament, senate or
house of lords, or the people. His law is fixed,
it is perfect. No alteration in adding to or taking
from (Rev. xxi1:18-19), no alteration can make
thom better. The King in establishing His
kingdom, or church, left infalible rules for the
guidance of His subjects through all time. All
the subjects.of King Jesus have a right to do, as
touching the laws of His kingdom, is te administer.
The sectarian world, from the ‘“old scarlet
mother” down through all her progeny, ignore
the foregoing, and take upon themsolves legisla-
tive powers, Each body legislate for themselves,
They create, alter, amend and expunge laws, as in
their wisdom seems best. Their parliaments, house
of lords, ete., otc., appoint all their ofticers and
claim to have been ¢-specially called and sent of
God;" and atill their call and sending is done by
their legislative functivnaries. How vastly Jif-
ferent is the ¢ kingdom of Christ.” Iu itall offi-
cers are selected from tho body by the budy
(Acts 20.) Their fitness, their qualifications are
all minutely pointed out by the Holy Spirit. (Ses
* Timothy and Titus.") Their call to the work
thero is really a divine call. Just here a question
comes up in which I perceive much is writton upun
in our publications. I think in regard to the
fixturo of the laws of Christ we as Christians are a
unit, but on how woe sit the officers in their right
position wo aro not so united. I observe that a
pructice has been introduced into most of the
churches, which I am cortain bas and is working a
vast amount of harm. This practice is Voting|}

Voting!! Voting ! ! ! — majority vote for every.
thing. Thic has nover been drawn from the
Bible. Tho Bible is as silent on it as it is on in.
fant baptism. Ithink I should suffur no defeat if
1 shonld ask the world to show me chapter and
vorse in the new covenant, or indoed the Bible,
whero voting is spocken of in connecetion with the
Jaws of God, It is altogether of the world, a
political practice, as some writers call it, a modorn
practice. Tho laws of our King are required to
be 80 perfectly administered that all acts and de-
cisions of the church should be unanimous, We
must bo of one mind, no strife. (Phi. ii:2-3.)
Abraham and Lot, Lot there be no strife belween
us, wo &0 brethron, Where voting is dono theve
is not, nor caunot be unaniwmity. The minority
is never satisfied. We have only to lonk into the
political arena to see this, as woll a8 in church
matteras whero voting is practiced. Strife always
follows,

I may be referred to the casting of lots, as was
practiced in old times. This has nothing to do
with this matter. The casting of lots was allowed
where revelation was not given. The ancients,
before God's rovelation was completed, supposed,
aad perhaps truthfully enough too, that God di-
rected the lots, and through this learned Hins will.
(Prov. xvi:33 and 18-18. Scape Goat, Lev. ii:8-
10. Saul and Jonathan, I. Sam. xivi46. Cruci-
fixion of Christ, Ps. xxii:18.) I have no doubt
but the wicked used it as s species of gambling,
as for instance the parting of the clothing of
Christ. They gambled for His coat just at His
feet while He was hanging, bleedivg, groaning
and dying on the cross. Inr all this T see no sem-
blance of voting. The cleven apostles, while they
were waiting in Jerusalem for powsr from on high
(Luke xziv:49) supposed they had the power to
appoint an apostle to fill the place of Judas, they
appealed to the lot to ascertain the divine decree,
and the lot fell on Matthias, No record of any
appeal to the lot after that. Indeed there can be
no place found for it, for we have the divine will
now mede clear in His word which is a *‘light to
our feet and a lamp to our path,” a perfect guide.
In view of the perfectiou of the Jaw of Christ I see
no place for voting, or lot casting. Tt is clear that
there was no voting in or out. Tho moment
1oting is introduced into a congregation partyism
comes, and frequently leads to the most fearful
consequences, It very often happens that where
voting is used to get & majority the minority is
in tho right and the majority wrong. Let all
true loyal subjects of our King never try to get
majorities, always try to get the right and you
are safo. JosepH AsH.

MAJORITIES.

Mr, Editor; Having been very busy, I have
not had an opportunity to nnotice Bro. Murray’s
article in which he attempts to show me my error.
Does Bro. Murray ever think of Cromwell’s ad-
vice? Why, if he wishes to show me my error,
should he reply with doginatic assertions, insinua-
tion and covert threats, the weapons of party
politicians, rather than with scripture texts show-
ing mo that the elders are not the ones to rule the
church as Christ taught His followera to rule? If
the elders are chosen according to the directions of
the holy scriptures, their ruling will be according
to the mspired teachings, not as majorities rule,
I think if Bro, Murray reads thess instructions
carcfully, he must admit this. There can be no .
such thing as one-man rule if Jhe elders are pro-
perly choson. I quoted 1 Pet. v., 3, to show Bro.
Murray I understood tho meaning of the instruc-
tions tu the clders; also what meaning Peter in-
tended for the word rule, the same which Christ
omphasized partioularly in His teaching to His

apostles just before His crucifixion,



