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THE CHRISTIAN.,

the humble sorvico and geutle winisteation of this
household, is & mirror that reflects the tender, vo-
finod and social character of tho Apostle, Tho
grace of hospitality, though rare, is a gift of the
highest order, and is o mark of genuino lovo and
interest in the cause of God, and challenges our
best and deopest appreciation,

How plensed we are, when among strangers, to
meot Bro. Stophanes. Hotw eoay it is to pick him
out from amony strangers,  If you are at the weet-
ing, you will uolice a8 soon as meoting is out he
will not hang around the dvor waiting for somo ono
to invite you home, but he is the first to meet you
with a warm, hearty shako of the hand, nnd instead
of asking you to come snd eco him bofore you leave
town he makes you promiso to go heme with him.
You aro pleased to get an invitation, but more than
plensed to get it in such a good, earucst, warm-
hearted way, When you entér his homo you find
tho family are all chips of Stophanas. Yom ar>
wade to feel at home in spito of your native diffs-
denco. You say in your heart, ** ‘The Lord bless
this homo, for they havo rofreshed my spirit”
You can say with Cowper, that it is not true **That
only shadows are dispensed below, and carth hos
no reality but woe.” It should not be thoughta
strange thing if you found yourself glued to this
family, and very slow in changing it for another.
We aro not surprised when we find others just o
little jealous of the household of Stephanasi- But
they ought not to be. Let thom follow the ox-
ample of Stephanas, and they will find plenty who
would gladly avail thewselves of their hospitality.
But, when the wmilk of hospitality is soured, or
turned.to curd, it will never tind a market. Tho
household of Stephanas will never have any reason
to complain becauso the friends do not visit them.
If he thinks ho is overburdoned with his friends,
he has none to blame but himsclf, Let him stop
inviting them and pressing them to crine and they
#ill soon leave. Cruden suys, that the primilive
Christiaus mude one principal part of their duty to
consist iu tho exercise of hospitality, and they wore
80 exact in the discharge of it that tho heathens
admired them for it, It has always been lhold in
high estecem among civilized people. Wo are com-
manded ** to be a lover of hospitality,” and to * uso
hespitality one to another without grudging.” It
is the test of our standing in tho day of assize.
““Depart from me” . . . | was asiranger aud
you took mo not in. Inasmuch as you did it not
to ohe of tho least of these, ye did it not to me.
Whosoever shall give to drink unto onc of thes
Jittlo ones a cup of cold water only, he shall in
no wise lose its reward.” H. Murray.

THE PIHILOSOPlY OF ¢ 01‘VDEJ[-
NATION.
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Thore are many paseages in the scriptures which
evidently teach the condemnation of the wicked,
and the punishment of the impenitent sinner.

Christ says, Matt. xxv. 46, of & cextain class of
persons, ** And these shall go away into oternal
punishmont.” Again Heo says, Mark xvi. 16,
‘“ But he that disbelieveth shall be condemned.”
Paul says, Rom, ii, 8, 9, “ But unto them that are
factions and osbey not the truth, but oboy unrighi-
oc usnees, shall bs wrath and indigoation, tribula-
tion and anguish, upon every soul of man that
worketh ovil, of tho Jow first, and also of tho
Greck.” Aund again, 1T, Thess, i. 7, ho speaks
of tho Lord Jesus from heaven, with tho angole of
His powor in flaming fire, readering vongoanco to
them that know not God,-ard to them that obey
not the gespel of our Lord Jesus: who shall suffer
punishment, cven eternal destruction from the face
of the Lord and from tho glory 'of His might, ete.”
These statements ave corroborated by many other
passages which might be quated. The meesago they
bring is a startling ono. 1t swakes us to the fact

that thero is & most awful fate awaiting tho rebel-
lious einner. It is no less thau an otornal destrac-
tion from tho faco of tho Lord; aud that destruction
is represonted by the Saviour os n punishntent for
his sins,

Theso awful facts aro variously treated by men.
Many do wol believe them at all. Tho lnfidel
laughs them to scorn and classes them with the rest
of the book iu which they are found, as ingenious
fables, invented to frighten the credulous. Tho
Universalist oudeavours to explain away their forco.
Ho argues that it is not cousistent with the good-
ness of God,and with the stalement—¢“God islovoe”—
to supprse that Ged could punish any of His
creatures ondlessly, If He adwmits any punishmont
at’all after death, Ho claims that it is only disci-
plinary, ard iuteuded to correct and restore the
sinnor; and that finally sll mon will bo holy and
bappy. And many of what wero onco called ortho-
dox pooploe, are cherishing, either secretly oropenly,
those views. The recent trials at Andover, grew
out of the fact that certain professorain that school,
held and tavght views concerning future punish-
ment and probation which wero in conflict with the
creed on which the collego was founded. Those
doctrines are very cumforting, cortainly, if one can
beliovo them. Dut thoy havo onc sericus fault,
They aro evidontly not true. But if wo hold to the
viow, that punishmeont for sin is real, and crdless,
how can we dispuso of the objection that such a
viow'is inconsistent with the gooducss and-love of
God? Woe have but to consider the question from
a natural aud common-zonse point of view. IMan
isn compound being. Heisaresident ofa compound
universe. He is subject to the laws which hold
sway in the different spheres of the universe in
which ho dwells, Dun has a body. Around him
is tho physical universo, of which bis body isa part.
His body, his physical framo, is subject to the laws
of the physical world, It is a phyaical law that
Beat will burn, Man, as a physieal thivg, ‘s as much
subject to that Jaw as anything clso. Itisa lawin
tho physical realm that animal organisins must have
food, and drink, excrcise and rest. Man must con-
form to that law.

An infraction of any law of tho physical wurld
brings its penalty. Man breaks a law, and he
suffers for it, perhaps dies in consequonce. Ho
refuses to ecat; he suflors hunger—ond dies of
starvation. Ho refuses drink, ho dies of thirst.
He neglects rest and sleep, ho becomes a mauiac,
and dics of exhaustion. What are theso consequen-
ces of man’s transyression against nature’s laws?
Ave they not punishmen's? Seco that invalid,
covered with sickeniung sores, o foul discase eating
inward toward hisvitals; his counfenance disterted;
his limbs warped out of shape; his whole frameina
quiver of agony ; death staring him in tho face.
Who isit7 You look into those eyes, and, despito
the grim gloom of death which is gathering over
them, you reccgnize the oxpression. You knew
him a few years ago, as & bright and prumising
young man, with ruddy cheoks and robust constitu-
tion and an apparent lease oulife which you thought
good for half a century. But what has befallen
him, that ho now dics in such a state?  Ah! ho bas
been fool hardy evough to defy the laws of nature,
and livo in owright robellion against her govern-
mont. The wine cup and the brothel have made
him deaf to her warnings, and ho Las been com-
pollcd to reap us ho has sown.  Ho sowed into tho
flesh, and out of the flesh he is roaping this harvost
of corruption which you see. And what is this?
Is it not in the physical realm what Paul predicts
in the moral sphere, *“wrath and indignation,
tribu'ation and anguish' upon the evil doer?
Now wo attribute this to nature in tho exercise of
lier laws, and we do not call nature cruel.or zapri-
cions, because she thus vindicates tho majesty of
her Jaws and punishes the offonder.  We say that

own risdecds, But suppose wo put Ged in the
place of nature, for indeed, wo too often put
naturo in the place of God. Lot us call the
power which lics behind the lawa of the physical
world, and operates them, God, Tet us say that
God rules the physical world, for He does n truth,
Thou let us think of God as dealing with ‘this
offender against His government in this sphore, and
bringing this punishment on him, Then what cau
we sayl Is it inconsistont with God's goodness,
through which man enjoys an existenco; a physical
structuro *¢ fearfully and wonderfully ade,” and
plysical pleasure uncounted, that such a- punish-
ment should be visited on tho offender. Wo dare
not 8o charge. The man has siuned, and ho but
suffors the consequence of his trawsgression. It
was not because God was not goad, nor that God
did not love him, that this fato ovortook kim.
(God's goodness provided an abundance of logitimate
onjoymont, he despised that goodress and perished
in spile of it. God's love warned him of his dauger.
The firat twitch of pain, and the first flush of fevér,
wero the red lights on the track to warn him to go
no further, And thoy wero but tho'natural protest
of that wonderful mechanism, with which God on-
dowed him against this suicidal course. But in
spito of this ho rushed headling to his fate. Behold
him then, in spite of the gooduess and mercy of
nature’s God, reaping what ho had sown, in this
awful death ! )

Man has a mind.  About him-is a mental realm,
governcd Ly laws. Man oboys those laws, and
lives in peaco and happiness. Ho transgresses them
and suffers untold torments, He commits an
offence. He knows ho has done wrong, His con-
scionco gives hitn no peace. His mind has no rest
until the offence is atoved for.

Mo overstrains tho mind. It gives way, and he
wanders a maniae, tho penalty of his sin. He
carelessly takes the lifo of another. His intelligence
teaches him tho accident could have been avoided.
The knowledgo of that haunts him like a spec'ro,
a great cloud of sadness rolls over his sky, and. his
romaining days are irremediably saddencd. IsGod
unkind-because theso things are true? Must weo
attributo to naturo, if we choose to name it that,
whoso laws have been violated, a malacious vengo-
ful epirit that delights in the sufforing of thesinful,
Leeause theso things are so?  Wo dro not milty of
such childishness as that. We recognize that in
these spheres, sing must be atoned for, and {rane-
ar.ssion receives a just ponalty.

But man has a woral nature. He was made in
the image of Ged. And, though that image has
been much defaced, it is there still, and capable of
restoration. And thero is a moral nniverso'in-con-
tact with which mon lives. Thero are ulso lawa
which hold sway here. Now can we suppose for a
moment that man can violato, and ignore, tho luws
of tho moral world without suffering the conse-
quencal Isit only in the physical and mental
realms where man must obey, or suffer 7 Certainly
1 this sphere, as well as in the others, man must
submit to be governed, and every transgressionand
disobedienco will receite a * just recompenso of
reward.” The same God who gave to man his
tenement of clay, creatod the tenant which inhabits
it. Aund tho same hand which ministers justice to
overy transgrossor against physical law, holds: the
balanco in which al! moral actions are weighed. It
is, then, no more inconeistent to think of punish.
ment for tho rebellion of tho soul, thav for the
transgrossion of tha body. Ineither caso we trans-
gress against law, in oither vaso transgression brings
peualty, and in either case tho power bohind the
law ia tho power of ‘God. If, then, God can be
just, and merciful, and good, avd yet allow "the
sinner against physical laws tosuffer awful tormonts
of diacaso and death ; can ho not bo us just, and
mereiful, and good, and permit tho transgressor of

the man simply -suffored.the consequences of his

moral law to pay the ponalty of his guils?
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