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an profitablo o hranch of faviing as any
that exists; it is, besides, well suited
to the conditions of eur Inad and elimate,
amd f they find, as mauny claim, that
sheep and eattle will not run together—
tarmiers can g0 arrange thar fences as

we heep them geparate, or to devote
themselves o one  brauch  of grazing

exclusively.

THE SEALING SEASON.

The Vietorin sealer’ “Trimmph” had
urand  success during the season just
closed, having taken no less thun 4,560
seal skins during the season, 3,240 of
them being the results of a little more
than amonth’s hunting in Behring Sea.
Anng local sealers opunons differ as to
the general outcome of the season, many
holding that it will not come up to thatof
List year, both as to the number of pelts
and the prices realized. These latter, it
13 feared, will be comparatively low,
though as for quality it is held thav it
would be impossible to  surpass those
taken this year.  The ““nited States (San
Francisco) sealers wonld appene to have
been out of luck, while several schouners
lave been lust, and others have been se-
rieusly damaged when up north, thus ma-
tetially  jeopardizang their take.  Alto-
gether it is hard to form an estimate of
the nett results, but those who assume to
speak with authority assert that the herds
are decreasing in numnbers,

C()LI) STORAGE,

It is announced as one of the results of
the DBritish embirgo awainst Canadian
cattle that it will stimulate action in the
direction of the export of dressed meat.
In the Farmer's Adcocate we observe an
atticle cntitled “Dressed Ment es. Live
Cattle Shipping.”  In this it is set forth
as i generally recognized fact that the re-
tngerator system is the one by which cat.
tlecan be most cconvmically shipped to
toreign markers, while it retains in the
country the money expended on the kill-
mg and preparation of the carcases as
well us that which 13 employed in the
utilization of the offal.  This is an argn-
went in favor of the cold storage system
ag already established in Victoria, and
about to be established in Westminster in
conncection with the local market.

I the saving be so decided in connee-
tion with the shipment to Eurepe of
eattle by the carcase iustead of on the
hoof, it surely is an important considera-
tion when one thinks of the loss that is
anuually sustained by the Mainland castle
misers by their animals dying through
disease and privatior., whereas if they are
killed and put inta cold storage at the
bexiuning of the winter, while at their
prite, there is not only the avoidance of

the mortahity rish but the cost of fuml
and attention is saved, the meats finding
their way to market while at their very
best.  So far, the Victoria refrigerator
has been fuirly well patzonized, and we
expect that ater the expertences which 1t
has had, the cold storage will be much
mare largely made available than b has
been.

TO0 MOCIH COMPETITION,

Another crank, for we cannot regard
him us much clse, arrived in San Fran.
cisco on the steamer ** Monowai ” from
Sydney, Australia, with the avowed
ohject of getting up a company to run
steamers in opposition Lo the Oceame and
Canadian Australian lines.  Opposition,
aceording  to the commonly accepted
maxim, is the life of trade; but there is
quite ennugh cmpetition alecady in the
trade which is now being built up, and it
is therefure to be hoped that at any rate
in the meantime the endeavors of M,
Witheford —for that is what the gentle
wan  calls himself  will not meet with
much encourngement.  We areanxious to
see lrade with this continent and Aus.
tralin developed in every possible way,
but we are convineal that an attempt to
place another line of steamships on the
route will prove a failure, besides im-
i crilling the prospects of the existing
companies which cinnet prosper  at any
rate for the present  without more en-
couragement than that which business
now atfords.

HON. G. B, MARTIN.

The Government have unt, it will e
admitted, been unuccessarily long in
selecting . gentleman to replace Hon,
Mr. Vernon an the Department of Tands
and Works, At the recent. election, he
was left i w smadl mority. We are in-
clined to think, however, that, had =2
few who voted agamst the Government
from principle kaown beforchand that
thwic votes would te the wmeans of ousting
vue of the most popular and  attentive
heads of department, they would not have
voted ns they did.  However that way
he, Mr. Vernon was defeated, and now
that matters requiring his personal at-
tention  have been disposed of,  the
defeated Minister has made way for Hou,
G. B. Martin.  The unew member of the
cabinet hins occupicd a seat in the Legis.
lature for a number of years, during
which he has occupied 2 promivent
position as Chairman of Committees aund
o3 a participant i the debates,  In fact,
he has been all along looked up moas a
coming man, and we have uo doubt. will
worthily discharge the duties devolving
upon him,

profits.

—— e e g

A III'II bIJ CHARCGE,

B. B Harper, of the Mutual Reserve
I'und,  appears te always have some
ground of wrievance against the old line
companies.  Recently at a meeting  of
underwriters at Boston, he alleged that

the wmnagers of the old line “legay
reserve” life insurance companies had

counived with agents to defraud assess-
ment life insurance companies by placing
bad risks on their books and sharing
Very properly che “x‘llustrmus’
assessment. man has been ealled on to
mitke good his statement ; but we doubt
if he will do so. He has thrown his
shovelful of mud in the hope that some
of 1t will stick, as it possibly uay. Sl
any one who thinks for o moment will
ses how 1mpossible it is for Mr. Harper's
allewntions to be true. The lines bLe-
tween the assessment and old line com,
panies are  deawn sulliciently widely to
prevent the connivance of ngents, while
the assessment  Associntions have, or
ought to have, the best means of dise
ermminating between good and bad risks
befure they are undertaken ; otherwise
the system is radically wrongs,

EDITORLAL COMMENT.,

Tae e UL S, tardi s enabled Brit-
ish Columbia cml to enter the Umted
States 1 successiul competiticn with the
Amorican product. and under the sune
Luw 2 vessel has been chartered to CATTY A
eargo of British Columbia lumber to San
Francisco.

17 was noticeable that in some parts of
the Caited States wnd Canada, Labor Day
wia taken comparatively little stock in,
for the reason that the clement most in-
terested hiad not as they said been con-
sulted in the selection of the day.  We
note now, however, that the courts of
Quebee have endursed the holiday by
deciaring that the service of logal papers
cpon it was not legal.  The holiday,
thereflore, stands with all that it uuplu,s.

Navawio's recent five, it is under-
stood, has been the means of teaching
practical lessons to the city fathers of the
Coni City who, it is said, now appreciate
the necessity of fmproved applisnces and
of a better trained body of tircien.  The
majority of the brigade in Nauaimo are
volunteers, and if they are prepared,’as
itis said they are, to qualify themselves
more effectively to perfarm their dutics,
the city anthorities nught most, ccrt:unl_w,
to furnishthem with the neceasary lustruc-
tion and facilitics.



