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MEN, WOME Ni ANDTHINCS IN CENERAL.
As sbrewd observers predicted, the excitenient in England over the

fall of Khartoumi, is already suhsiding into a calm. Notbing in the ivay of
active hostilities against the Mahdi can be undertaken before auturnn. It
seeras to be the settled policy that General Wolseley shall remain at Korti,
or Dongola, or somte other defensible -)oint on the Nile until the %water
rises sufficiently'for an expedition to reach Khartoum by way of l3erber.
Meanwhile, steps are being taken to Iay a railway towards Berber fromn
Suakimuon the Red Sea. This will prove a costly undertaking, and as it pro-
gresses the B3ritish taxpayer will be more and more disposed to put to himsclf
the question. IlWhat is the expedition for FI The answcr is hard to find.
Unless to suppress the slave trade England bas no moral rigbt to mn-
erfere in thc Soudan, and there has flot been as yet any declaratiol of

an anti-slavery crusade. The Soudanese rebelled under the Mahdi against
their Egyptian oppressors. These people have a moral rigbit to their own
form of Goverament, and if they iwish to have the Mahdi for a ruler it is
no concern of Engiand's. That this view of the matter commends itself to
a large proportion of the British people is evident fromn the cordial approval
of speeches made in favor of the inîmediate evacuafion of the Soudani, and
probably the feeling will grow as the sad fate of Gordon fades frora the
public nicmory. If thc Mahdi is as astute as hie is gencrally supposed to
be, lie may negotiate with Wolseley for the retirement of the English army,
and the close of the present year mnay yet witness, instead of the B3ritish in
possession of Khartoumî, àin alliance betiveen the Mahdi and Qucen
Victoria. Stranger events have happened, for such an alliance is obviously
in the interest of both parties to the presenit conflict.

The -tbre4tened trouble between England and Russia in Afghanistan
may lead to w'ar, but it is much more likely that it will not. Such a %var
would be extremely e\pcnsivc f0 both nations, and the nterest in dispute
is not vcry important to cither. J3efore an ultimatum is sent to cither
party it is flot improbable that the intervention of Germiany may bc sougbit
or offered. At their advanced age neither the Em rperor nor Blismarck
wvould care to sec such.an upheavail in the sea of European polit ics, and if
they resolve that there shail be no war about Afghanistan, diplomacy %yili
soon find a way ouf of the presenit quarrel. Russia cannot go to war
without Gerrnanys neutrality being secured, for a large section of Russia is
inhabitcd b>' urî.Russianized Germans who niiglit at any firne take steps
looking towards thc restoration of their district f0 the fatberland. More-
over, Russia is virtually insolvent She bas been spending money very
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ubiprofitably in pusbing bier conquests in Central Asia, and a war with
England ineans an expenditure whichi would tell far more lieavilyn Dliber

than on a country witls an elastic financial systein and a powerful fleet.

The great age of the German Emperor and Chancé-llor, above rcferred
to, is a matter of far greater importance to the îvorld than is generally sup-
posed. The former wviIl be eighty-eiglit on the 22nd of the present month,
and the latter wvîli bc seventy on tie firsz of April. There arc nunerous
indications that Bîsinarck's physical powers are rapidiy failing, and for all
practical purposes of statc bis career must close %vith thiat of the Emperor,
if flot before. WVillians's successor on thc throne of Prussia wvilI bc the
prescrnt Crown Prince, Frederick-Williain, the husband of Queen Victoria's
eldcst daugbter, and if is highly probable that he will succeed his father on
the Iniperial throne of Gerînany also. The drown Prince is- a man of
good abilities, iwho distinguished bimiself as a general in the Franco-Prus-
sian wvar, and who bas dccidcd vicws of bis own, flot quite in harmony
with those of bis father, in state-craft. The iron hand of the presenit Gov-
ernnîcnt will under bur be greatly lightened, and in all I)robability lie will
do somnetbing to give the German people a measure of constitutional rule.
The presenit rapid growth of socialism in Germany is largely due to the in-
tolerable burden of hier miwh vaunted military -system. AL that is needed
to enable iier f0 dispense with a great part of the burden is a close alliance
with England, and there is good reason f0 believe *tbat with the Eînperor
and hib Chancellor the obstacles f0 such an alliance wiIl disappear froin the
scene.

An old-fimc Demnocrat has %7ritten a curionis letter to President Cleve-
land, and the New York Tribune bas puÈlished if. The writer, wlîo is gaid
to be a man of proininence, if. flot of influence, advises tbe President, as
the only ineans of firing the Demiocratic heart., to adop. wvbat inay be callcd
a Jingo policy-that îs one of annexation of territory--and in support of
bis vicw he cites the policy of thc Dcmocratic parf y under the administra-
tion of President Polk. During that terni, froni 1845 to 1849, the Oregon
question %vas settled, Texas ivas annexed, tbe Mexican wvar ivas carried on,
and the Southern Pacific Slope was added to the Union. The only coun-
tries wvhich now remnain to be annexed are, of course, Mexico on flic soutb,
and Canada on the nîortb, and the writer of the leffer does flot hesitate to
advocate their absorption even if an exercise of force should be necessar>'.
In ail tbis bie doubflcss voices the sentimients of man>' of the old Demno-
crats Nvhom Lowell satirized in bis " Biglov Papers," but he does flot speak
-the niindof tbe people of the United States at large, or even offthe modern
Dernocratic party. No policy of forcible annexation is'iikely to bcepopular
with theni, and if is doubt fui whetber, at the present moment, an>' consider-
able proportion of thern feel an>' desire f0 sec either Mexico or Canada
addcd to their territor>'.

0f ail men, President Cleveland is one of the least likel>' to be carried
away by any of the delusions of Jingoism. He bas risen to bis presenit
higb position b>' the exercise of vcry practical business abilities, and bis
administration is likel>' fo be of a practical character. His plain duty is to
do his share in making-.and kecping the public service pure and efficient
and this he will do unless hoe belies bis past record. Visior î of military
glor>' bave no attractions for sucb a man. He is tbe first purely civic occu-
pant of the Presidential chair since Lincoln and Johnson, and bis election
is to some extent an indication of thc passing aiway of tbe milifary spirit'
If would be mucb more like what ive knowv of the new 1'residen±' to
cultivate friendly relations witb England an'1 Canada, even to the extent of
favouring a mensure of reciprocal free trade between this country and the
United States. The obstacles .in the îvay arc neither few nor small, but a
strong-willed President bent on carrying out a liberal -.tradc policy mighit
easily make this a sharply defined issue. It is just as %veII for Canadians
f0 bear this in mmnd wvben they are planning their own commercial future.

Why %vill public nen persist in countenancing the degradation of a
noble ivord, and even aiding in if. Not ver>' long ago Mr. fleaugrand,
xnayor-elect of Montreal, in a publisbed letter relating to municipal
matters, used the terni " politics" i tbc limited sense of political pirtiqanr-
sbip. Aboitt the sanie time the Hon. C. F. Fraser, 'on the fioor of the
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